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All

You Do
Is Just
Sit Down

By Garrison Keillor

ur family Thanksgiving was as love-

Iy and ordinary as any in America,

a day at Uncle Don's and Aunt

Elsie’s in south Minneapolis, the

windows steamed up, our coats

piled on a bed, the baby asleep next

to them, a Packers-Bears game on television, the lit-

tle kids tearing around in the basement, the women
coaxing the dinner toward the goal line.

Lavish aromas washed into the living room, and
next to me on the couch Uncle Don lived and died with
the Green Bay Packers. He was a big man, a guard in
the days of the single wing, and as he watched the

Garrison Keillor, host of *American Radio Company,” is
an occasional contributor to this page.

screen he tended to move with
the play. And when the Packers blew a
big chance with a bonehead play, or were betrayed

by inept officiating, he had a hard time containing him-
self. “Holding! You call that holding? He stuck out his
hand and the other guy ran into it. Open your eyes!” he'd

hoiler. And then he'd demonstrate to
me how holding differs from stick-
ing out your hand as the other guy
Tuns into it.

We sat and breathed the smell
of apple and pumpkin pies, and
sage dressing cooking in the
great bird’s carcass, and the
yams baking in butter and
brown sugar, a dinmer as
sweet and phain as life itsel.

Christmas takes a person into a
realm of poignant memory and deep
need and maudlin guilt and, since gifts
are involved, into the treacherous waters of
taste and judgment, but Thanksgiving is a peasant holi-
day, and good taste has never been part of it. That'’s why
it15 such a comfort. All you have ta do s sit down to it

When dinner was served, we left the television, calied
the kids up from the basement, and trooped in around the
table. There were 12 of us. Uncle Don said grace. Despite
some questionable strategy and a few weak spots n ife’s
lineup, nonetheless we had been blessed, and he thanked
God for this in a quiet voice, and we dug in.

1t was, of course, the dinner of all dinners, so generous,
so predictabie. The creamed caulifower, the rolls, the
giblet gravy, the light and dark meat and the cranberry
mold, a gelatin ring studded with pineapple and grapes,
which nobody ate ; it was purely ceremonial.

We fed steadily as Aunt Elsie hovered overhead, coax-
ing us and replenishing the platters, apologizing for the
dressing (100 dry), the white meat (ditto), the mashed
potatoes that somehow fell short of their potential. Her
modesty made the meal seem even richer, almost kingly.
L ate three helpings of everything, one heaping, one regu-

One Strange Bird

By Margaret Visser

ToronTo
he huge, golden creature we reverently
slice and serve for Thanksgiving dinner
has a nature and a history as odd as any
national symbol could wish. The modern
turkey is a deeply encuiturated bird; like
all feselva) foods with staying power, it 15
old and strange, yet typically ours.

“Rugose and carunculated,” Audubon called its head
and back: all wrinkly and covered with flabby wattles,
warts, tubercles and bumps. The weirdest of a turkey's
50 or so caruncles is attached to its face. In the male this
cone of flesh, drooping over its bill, can stretch in a trice
from one to eight nches.

The whole featherless neck and head changes color as
the turkey’s moods alter, from white to turquoise to
blue, to pink, purple, orange and flaming red. When
courting, the flat skin of the male is red and the warty
caruncles are a brilliant biue. The bird gobbles. He
struts and pufs (a performance called a pfum), and his
tail feathers display in the manner of a peacock

The position of the female’s head and neck is essen-
tial In turkey mating: cocks wiil display their plumage
before a disembodied hen's head crudely carved in

wood, provided the object is held at precisely the seduc-
tive angle.

Native Americans used the bird's feathers for head-
dresses, arrows and fans or twisted them on cords and
wove them into cloaks and blankets. The black bristle
“beard” that hangs from the male’s chest was used as

ahyssop, for flicking water, in religious ceremonies.

Columbus encountered the bird first on an island off

Honduras, where the Indians served some to him

roasted. At other Indian feasts, the Spaniards were

oftered enormous tamales containing a whole turkey
each.

‘The appearance of the living birds astounded, fas-
cinated and confused Europeans, who ended up
calling the creature Melengris gallopavo:
“guineafowl-chickenpeacock.”

Margaret Visser is author of “The Rituals of Din-
ner: The Origins, Evoiution, Eccentricities, and
Meaning of Table Manners” and “Much Depends
on Dinner.”

The popular name varies from Indian tribe to tribe and

from country to country. The English thought the huge
new chicken originated in Turkey; the French and Ital-
ians called it “from India” (dinde and gallo d'India), and
the Turks themselves call it hindi. The Japanese, awed
perhaps by all those changing wattles, called it shichi-
mencho: “seven-faced.”

Turkeys are extraordinarily primitive fow] in certain
respects. They seem never to think of looking down when
seeking an escape route, and their eyebatls fit so tightly
into their sockets that they have to turn their heads to see
moving objects.

A deafencd female turkey, hearing no sounds from her
young, will take them for foreign pests and peck them to
death. A turkey witn mud on its head may be murdered
by its brethren for looking odd. Turkeys often become
enraged by unusual rocks, old bones or anything red. At
any unexpected noise all males and some females gob-
ble madly.

Geneticists have grossiy enlarged the turkey’s
breast. They have also made the bird delicate, sus-
ceptible to cold and wet, almaost incapable of cop-
ulating (fertilization has 1o be achieved with
human help), and sometimes unsteady on its feet
because of its bulging embonpoint.

wrkey meat is not only light, the most
preferred, but_aiso dark, which
lends variety. Darkness in bird
meat comes from the myoglobin,
which stores oxygen for muscles.
Game birds’ breasts are dark be-
cause they fly. Legs are dark in the domestic turkey
because even factory-reared birds have to stand,
and so make use of the muscles in their legs.
In I8th-century Europe and North America,
turkeys were commonly watked 100 miles or more
to market. From the large breeding farms in Nor-
folk, thousands of birds crowded down the narrow
roads to London during the weeks preceding
Christmas
‘The great black Norfolk gobbiers (which the Eng-
lish called “bubbly-jocks™) wore shoes for the jour-
ney. Their feet were dipped in thick pitch or tied up
in sacking and covered with little boots to protect
them on the long noisy march south. By the time
turkeys arrived upon city dinner tables, dark meat
must surely have predominated. 0

Essay

WILLIAM SAFIRE

Rating World Spookery

WASHINGTON
There is this “dead drop” in a tree

now no longer shot through by East
Germany's Stasi (which once had

tar,
one  supplementary,
staying plate for plate
with my uncle, who kept one
ear open for the game in the
next room, to make sure the
Packers didn't pass on third
down and short yardage.
‘The sun set, the table was
cleared. A period of aim
lessness and lethargy fol-
lowed dinner, dish-dry-
ing, some ball-tossing,
a few rounds of
Rook or Flinch, and
then we returned to
the rable for an at-
tack on the pies. The
hotiday  dwindled
The conversa-
tion petered out,
the baby cried.
The leftovers
were wrapped and apportioned, the
little kids were bundled up and then
came the jong goodbyes, in the
Kitchen, and in the driveway, and
through the open car windows.

We headed for home, Dad and Moth-
er in front, the baby on her lap and a
little brother wedged in the middle,
the one whose head [ liked to bonk be-
cause it sounded like 2 ripe squash,
and in back four of us, including the
nervous brother who had tendencies
toward car sickness, We put him next
10 the window and cranked it open an
inch. T sat next to my sister, stupe-
tted, and leaned my head against her,
testing whether she would allow this.
She did. And I feil asleep

After my aunt died last fall, I
bought her dining room table from
my uncle, who went South, and
now it will hold my dinner, which
is like hers and almost as good.
Thanksgiving isn't hard to
make, which is the beauty of
it. You fix a big table full of
dinner and plop down and
think, Life is good, thank
You for this, it could be a
fot worse, and I'm

young turkey wanted 1o take his place“T'll knock that
oid buzzard cold one of these days,” the young (urkey
told his fricnds. “Sure you will, Joe, sure you will,” his

s rene

The Two Turkeys

By James Thurber

ce upon a time there were two turkeys, an old
turkey and a young, turkey. The old turkey had

been cock of the walk for many years and the

friends said, for Jor was treating them 10 some corn he

grateful it’s not. had found. Then the friends went and (old the oid turkey

God bless us. what the young turkey had said. “Why, I'l have his
More we gizzard!" said the old turkcy, selting out some corn for
do ot s visitors. “Sure you will, Do, surc you will.” said the
need. O

visitors

Onc day the young turkey walked over 10 where the
old turkey was telling talcs of his prowess in battle, *1'l
bat your tecth ito your cyop,” said the young turkey.
“You and who else? saud the old turkey So they began
(o ccle around vach other, sparring for an opening.
Just then the farmer who owned the turkeys swept up
the young one and carried him off and wrung his neck.

with chestuts

Youth will be served, frequently stuffed

G s T 05 len Thurver
Vet Fbtes on Our Fanie. - ubfshest by Jarper & Rok

tames Tharber, the numorest, died i 1961

in Farragi Square, just outside my
office. Respunding to a coded request
in this space for assessments of intel-
ligence agencies, some of the world's
leading counterspies have dropped
off their evaluations of each other's
espionage operations.

Here, then, is the first annual inter-
national spookery peer review. Gath-
ering and evaluating capabilities are
given up to four “cloaks™; covert
operations capacity is symbotized in
“'daggers.

French intelligence, long derided
for spying on itself, is regarded as a
post-cold-war comer. Because the
Gallic ethos tolerates the most fla-
grant invasion of privacy, Franco-
spooks operate without legislative or
press scrutiny, making internal spy-
ing easy for 1,500 full-time wiretap-
Pers. Operations abroad take the lead
in industrial espionage, stealing com-
mercial and technological secrets
and selting them to France’s private
sector. (4 cloaks, | dagger)

British intelligence is in an uncom-
fortable state of “avowal” This
means that M.L6 is at last being
publicly recognized and held account-
able for mistakes. fts use of the Ma-
trix Churchill company to run arms
into Iraq — using the excuse that this
kept the West informed about Sad-
dam's buildup — is now being ex-
posed as plainly slupid, embarrass-
ing U.S. and Italian counterparts. But
as the Gordievskiy recovery showed,
nobody beats the Brits on sunning
agents in place. (2 cloaks, } dagger)

Dead drop:
data wars.

Chinese intelligence, for 30 years
able to penetrate the C.LA. with &
mole (who, as rained, committed sui-
cide when caught), is strongest on
“humint,”” the painstaking gathering
of data by individuals. “We send up
one satellite ta bring back a truckioad
of rocks,” writes an American dcad-
dropper, “while the Chinese send out
tens of thousands of students and
businessmen, each 10 bring back a
pinch of sand.* (3 cloaks, 1 dagger)

Israeli intelligence, its mission giv-
en piquancy by national survival
needs, remains strong on covert ca-
pability in ils region and Europe, (hin
in Africa. Although Mossad proved lo
be clean in the Pollard rogue opera-
tion, an inability 10 target [ragi Scud
mobile launchers exposed a shor(fall
in military intelligence. The still-
gulsy agency concentrates its imited
budget an the Iranian threal. (3
cloaks, 4 daggers)

Saudi intelligence is strong al the
1op and able to draw data from global
banking sources, bul weak in the
field, overly relying on paid_infor-
mants and U.S. expertise in AWACS
surveillance. (2 cloaks, 1 dagger)

Japanese intelligence hardly ex-
ists; they hire consultants for access.
India and Pakistan spy mainly on
cach other, as do the Koreas.

Teslio 11 Geily is on vacation

German i is in flux: still
a pand team player within NATO, bul

80,000 agenis, almost in the same
league with the U.S. and former Sovi-
et Union). Improving its Fingerspit:
zengefuhl bul confused about its mis-
sion. Help industry sell arms? Steat
stolen French commereial secrels?
Retrieve sensitive Stasi files from
Russians? (2 cloaks, | dagger)

Of tne niche agencics, Singapore is
better than Switzerland on tracking
money fows, Belgium snoops best an
European Community affairs, and
Novway retains its reputation for the
most courageous agents. South Afl-
rica has hunkered down

0f agencies formerly subsidiarics
of the K.G.B., (he Polish is now the
most effective, followed by Crech and
Hungarian; Bulgarian hil men suffer
for Iack of wet work. Cuban and Lib-
yan agents are still paid, but are
ideologically unmotivated.

Russian external intelligence un-
der Yevgeny Primakov is as active
as cver worldwide. It uses a high-
minded control of vuctear prolifera-
tion as cover but its mission is (o
leapfrog costly R&D by stealing mili-
tary and industria) technology. (4
cloaks, 3 daggers)

e C.LA? On Iraggate, Robert
Gates wriles to protest that both i
iefligence committee  chairmen
“have told me that they could not
think of anything | might do on BNL
that | have not already done.” He's
invited me over for a brainwash and
vinse next month; Pl report further

Still the defending champ, but like
this year's Washinglon Redskins, the
C.LA. seems 10 its peers “kinda flat.
(3 cloaks, 2 dagpers) n

A note of thanks

Sometimes, if we look only at the blazing
headlines, it seems we have a lot to worry
about. Perhaps we do. But at this time of year,
with that special American holiday of Thanks-
giving to commemorate, it's also a good time
to stop and offer a small note of thanks for
what's right with us and our wortd.

So, thanks. . .for laughing children wher-
ever the sound rings out. . .for the game of
baseball, and for showing us that we can share
it with Canadian friends. . .for free elections,
and record numbers turning out to vote. . .for
trees, and leaves that turn color and fall, and
crunch underfoot on a clear, stariit night.

Thanks. . .for a free press, even if it
means we sometimes have to read headiines
we don't like. . .for pubiic libraries with good
books and for long winter nights to read
them. . .for the teachers who taught us how to
read. . .for a land that is still rich in natural
resources and opportunity. . .for computers
that correct our speliing, balance our check-
books, and help the kids with their algebra
homework.

Thanks. . .for everyone with a sense of
humor to help us laugh our way over the
rough spots. . .for volunteers, who help the
helpless. . .for the energy of the younger gen-
eration and the wisdom of the older
generation—and the chance to tap the best of
both when we need to.. for love, at any age.

Thanks. , for five-foot, seven-inch bas-

ketbalt players who can play with the big
guys. . .for every day that something happens
to make us more tolerant of each other. . .for
the wonders of Niagara Falls, the Grand Can-
yon, the snowcapped Rockies, autumn in New
England, the rolling Mississippi, and all the
other scenic delights this country has to
offer.

Thanks. . .for a Gershwin tune, a Cole
Porter lyric, and Eila Fitzgerald's rendi-
tions. . .for movies with “Bogie”” and “Baby,”
Tracy and Hepburn, Cary Grant and any-
body. . .for the Marx Brothers. . .for ice-cold
drinks on hot summer days and the smell of
new-mowed grass. . .for November, when
sunsets throw a deep, rich orange glow
across clouded skies, harvest moons shine
boldly, and morning frosts change the tint of
grassy meadows—and put an end to mowing.

Thanks. . .for people who care about
other people. . .for warm kitchens and the
smell of coffee brewing on chilly morn-
ings. . .for weekends with nothing to do and
somebody special to do it with. . for the Spe-
cial Olympics, which never fail to inspire us
with what the human spirit can accom-
plish. . .for working men and women, who
carry their briefcases or lunch pails to office
and factory day in and day out, and make this
country hum.

Thanks. . .for everything.

And Happy Thanksgiving to everybody!

Mobil’
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< THE LETTER R

== The lelter ‘R"can be the most diflicull

lor type designers Lo create. When
drawn correctly itis rich with sub-

¥ tle details and delicate proportions.

The problem isthat the ‘R’ has a
more distinct character than it seems;
toatfirstglance. Itis nota’P" with
atailor a ‘B with modifications; itis
unique among letterforms. ;

Thereis an Egyplian hieroglyph an |
the Roselta Stone which represents
the consonant sound ol ‘R The sym-
bolis called Ro and was drawn
inthe shape of amouth. In hieratic
wrriling the symbol was modilied
slightly so thatitlooked more like a
headache capsule.

The Phoenician sign for the ‘R*
sound was called Resh, and bore no
resemblance to the Egyptian Ro

Resh meant "head” in the Phoe-
nician language and was
represented in their alphabet
by whatis believed 1o be a ve
simple rendering ol a human prolile
lacing left.

By goo B.C. the Greeks had adapted
the Phoenician letter and called it
Rho. The Greeks reversed the orienta-

tion of the head’s profile (a step

in the right direction loward

creating our *R'), and converted
the curve of the lace into an angular
form. (This was clearly a stepin L
wrong direction as [ar as the ‘R™s cvo-
lutionary pracess is concerned.)

The ‘R’ further evolve he hands

sandended up e q
very much like our ‘R* Bul it was
from an carlier western Greek
letterform, in which a short

oblique appendage had been added
under the bowl, that the Romans
acquired the letter.
Recognizing a good Lhing in this
slight differentiation between the
and ‘R’ the Romans lengthened the
short oblique stroke into a
graceful and delicately curved
Lail which enhanced the

leter

Frederic Goudy thought the ‘R ta be
the mostintere :
cult to replac
bowl 1s neither the samy
same
The lower contour of the bowl s almost

wttour has

calstroke and ends
and a shight dip be
The tarls of *R's can begin al verlually
any place along the lc conlour
of the bow! and finishin o tapered point
as in ITC Barcelon rved like the
front of a ski as in Goudy Oldstyle, orin
a discreet senl like that w Faerlield.

The “R* can test the designer's melthe,
but when rendered vith skill, is an

4
excephionally Deaul il Conmunicd - — e
tion tool. Allar Haley

HEADUINE: [TC STONE SANS SEVIBOLD  TEXT: MEDHM, MIDIUM ITALIC | CREDAT: MEDAM AL




THE WORK CONTAINED HEREIN is frequently called political, which largely By Milton Glaser
means it is dependent on the changing events of our time for its content.
Most of us working under the rubric of professional design have limited or
no control of the ideological attitude over the work we do. We are in the
service of others.
In those random cases when our client shares our worldview, our most
powerful ideas can be expressed. This is a rare but deeply desirable occasion.
One can write such introductions to visual books with the secure
knowledge that any narrative will make it more difficult to understand
what you’re going to be looking at. So, consider this introduction merely
an attempt to describe the odd character of Mirko Ili¢, a middle-aged man

I've been living close to for 26 years. He is a bristling, energetic personality r
whose dark aura of Eastern-Europeanness rarely leaves him. After chatting

with Mirko you begin to believe that everything is a conspiracy. There are
pEdIGN

MILTON GLASER & MIRKO ILIC

satisfactions in this view because it makes every event understandable.
Every theory suggests its opposite as well. How else could this perpetual
outsider have been working like a mad man all these years?

The self simultaneously seeks and avoids definition.

Mirko’s skill and editorial persuasion are obvious. What separates him
from much of the field is his commitment to the well-being of his audience.
Very often, after a lecture, the question of a designer’s responsibility to
others is raised. My usual answer to the question is “the responsibility is
the same as any good citizen’s.” What is most evident in this book is the

concern expressed by Mirko for the state of mind of his audience and his . .
desire to increase their awareness. “
Fervent belief is always risky, but if its opposite is indifference or

detached professionalism, the risk may be worth taking. x FOREWORD BY TONY KUSHNER

Mirko Ili¢ & Milton Glaser:
The Design of Dissent,
Rockport, 2005

COVER DESIGN: Mirko lli¢ & Milton Glaser

The LetterR,

Upper and Lower Case, 1992,
AD: Milton Glaser,

Walter Bernard

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢
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By Steven Heller MIRKO ILIC OPENED MY EYES. Before him I had never met a Serbo-Croatian;
didn’t know where Yugoslavia was; had never savored Pljeskavica or CevapCiéi.
That part of the world was entirely a blur. Thanks to him, I've since traveled to
Belgrade and Ljubljana; learned to pronounce Pljeskavica and Cevap(ici; stud-
ied the geopolitics, art, and culture of the region; and have even been asked
to teach design at some of the art schools (who knew there even was design,
and rather accomplished design at that, there?)—simply because Ili¢ told his
Serb, Croat, and Slovenian colleagues to bring me over and treat me like a king.

Whatever Ili¢ says, they do.

He might as well be called King Mirko. Although he has lived in New York
for more than twenty years, he holds beneficent sway over his people in the
design and illustration communities. He deserves their respect, too. His gen-
erosity of spirit and material is extraordinary. There is nothing he will not do

to help young designers garner success. Mentorship? He rarely says

no. Advice? He gives it freely, if opinionatedly, without expecting

payback. Humor? Among people who have lived through Com-
munist privation and ethnic warfare, his wit is infectious. Inspi-
ration? I've watched as he’s packed scores of care packages filled

with design books, posters, and other inspirational swag—much

of it bought with his own money. Did I say money? He contributes

more than he can afford to significant causes.

These acts of goodness are not entirely selfless. He does ask for
one thing in return. Honesty. Like Diogenes, who carries the lan-
tern in search of an honest man, Ili¢ seeks an honest cause and an
honest client. He gives the proverbial one hundred and fifty per-
cent to ajob and demands as much honesty and respect in return.
Ili¢ has been known to fire those clients that, for whatever reason,
donotrise to his standard of integrity. Which means those clients
and colleagues who promise license but revoke it when his con-
cepts do not conform to their preconceived vision—or lack thereof.

1li¢ does not, however, find it painful to compromise if a bet-
ter idea rises from the ashes of a rejected one. Yet he refuses to
capitulate to rotten notions. And this has cost him dearly. Work-
ing in the service field of design, he knows how to communicate
a message effectively. He can break through the visual and tex-
tual clutter and make cogent, even poignant, graphic messages.
The examples in this volume shine with cogency, poignancy, and,
most of all, surprise.

What Ili¢ brings to his work—to his clients—that should be
valued is a passion for each thing he concepts. This emotional
rigor will allow him to neither repeat past successes nor to suc-
cumb to low expectations. Admirable, right? Yet exasperating,
too—sometimes.

Steven Heller & Mirko llié: A story: He was commissioned to design a book I wrote titled
Genius Moves—100 Icons The Swastika: A Symbol Beyond Redemption? His cover design was
of Graphic Design, smart; he cut the symbol in half and ran the bottom portion on
Thames & Hudson, London, 2001 top and the top portion on the bottom of the image area to show

that even in this divided form its power to shock was undimin-
Steven Heller & Mirko Ili¢: ished. For the interior he decided—and here’s Mirko at his most
Icons of Graphic Design, conceptual—to replace the word swastika with the symbol. This
Thames & Hudson, London, 2001 would mean every time the word was mentioned (quite a bit) the

HANDW RITTEN

HOW TYPOGRAPHY
& GRAPHIC DESIGN
INFLUENCE BEHAVIOR

STEVEN IELLEN & MINO ILIE

Steven Heller & Mirko Ili¢: Handwritten—
Expressive Lettering in the Digital Age,
Thames & Hudson, 2004

COVER DESIGN: Hoop Design

DESIGN & LAYOUT: Mirko lli¢ Corp

Steven Heller & Mirko Ili¢:
The Anatomy of Design,
Rockport, 2007

AD & D: Mirko lli¢; p: Mirko Ili¢ Corp

Steven Heller & Mirko Ili¢:
Stop Think Go Do,
Rockport Publisher, 2012

DESIGN: Landers Miller Design
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Deep Throat:
Mystery Solved,
The New York Times
Book Review, 2000,

AD: Steven Heller

Black Hawk Down,
The New York Times
Book Review, 1999,

AD: Steven Heller

symbol would appear. The publisher was not pleased. I must say, I was wary
that this was overkill, but Ili¢ believed that it was endemic to the thesis of
the book. When the concept was rejected, he said we could retain the cover
and layout format, but he was quitting the project.

Exasperating? Yes! But he did not leave us in the lurch. It was as respectful
as the defiant gesture could be. Integrity? When two immovable forces meet,
acrimony can easily result. When the explanation is rooted in adherence toa
concept he believed in—a battle fought and lost—it is better to retreat with
valor. Ili¢ has opened my eyes. In his world there is a lot of room for difference,
but never the possibility of surrender. ¥
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Man of Good Fortune

ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL RECORDS, Mirko Ili¢ was born on January 1, 1956, in Bijeljina,
a small town “on the three border point where Drina flows into the Sava River,” where
for years nothing exciting happened. The town was known only by those in the agricul-
ture and food industries for its production of plums, until the early nineties when war
crimes committed by Arkan’s Tigers (a Serbian paramilitary formation) brought it to the
front pages of international newspapers.

Like many other famous artists, musicians, writers, and journalists of the Yugoslav
baby-boom generation, Ili¢ was the “child of a military professional.” In the former Yu-
goslavia such an origin dictated certain characteristics, including your social standing as

well as your political views, and overall understanding of the world around you.

“My mother had a sewing machine and lots of crayons for
drawing on fabric. I remember one day picking up one
of those crayons when it had fallen down. After many
hours of sewing, my mother stood up and saw a drawing
of Santa Claus on the floor. Since there was nobody else
in the house it meant that I had done it. She was in total
shock. ‘You did this?!’ she asked? She covered the drawing
with a piece of carpet to preserve it and show to my father.
Iremember the importance of that moment because
she didn’t yell and usually I got yelled at and slapped
around. Nobody actually patted me on the back, butI
understood that T had done something great, something
for my parents to preserve. I still joke about it and I'm still
looking to this day for art directors who, when I give them
a drawing, will cover it with a piece of carpet. Then, one
time when I was maybe five years old, I drew a carriage
being pulled by horses. When my grandfather saw it he
laughed like crazy. He didn’t yell at me for drawing in his
book. Instead, he actually showed people. He was so proud
of that drawing. Those two moments told me you can show
off, and if it works with your parents, maybe it will work
with women and bankers. So I went in that direction.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “MIRKO ILIC & MILTON GLASER: THE KING AND THE JESTER,”

EDITED BY LAETITIA WOLFF, GRAPHIS #350, MARCH/APRIL 2004

From Bijeljina, he first moved to Maribor, where
he completed his first two years of primary school.
He started third grade in Zagreb and then returned to
Bijeljina. After fifth grade, the family moved back to
Zagreb, where Ili¢ stayed, finished school, and started
his career. Frequent changes of environment marked
his way of thinking; he did not belong to anyone, and
at the same time he belonged to everyone, so he did
not attach values to national, religious, or linguistic
differences. He was accustomed to constant adjust-
ment and new situations, which honed his quick wit
and sense of humor.

The feeling of not being rooted in a particular na-
tion or local culture and the lack of interest in tradition
resulted from these sudden transfers to new environ-
ments. He truly lived multiculturalism and belonged
more to global media culture (movies, television, pop
music, comics ...) than to some ideological notion im-
posed by the family or state apparatus. “The fact that
we were moving around so often made it easier for me
to go to America and into the unknown,” Ili¢ said. I did
not get to take root, or belong to any group, and xeno-
phobia could not get near me. I cried every time I left
friends, but I would soon find new ones. When I was
seventeen, I hitchhiked through Europe not knowing
any foreign languages, except for a little French. I trav-

eled, and visited some famous comics artists, so it was easier for me later on to contact
foreign publishers and send them comics, to start to publish abroad. I was not afraid that
someone would tell me to stop trying. I knocked on all doors I had addresses for. I did
not have famous or rich parents to help me. All I had was my talent—which was mini-
mal—and my nimbleness.”

1li¢ began drawing to escape from the loneliness—and probably the related boredom—
he felt as a boy: “Since I was an only child and we were constantly moving, sitting in the
corner and drawing was my main entertainment. I knew that as soon as I became friends
with someone I would soon have to part, so drawing was my best friend. Then I realized
that it was easier to do that than some other jobs. If T had learned how to make shoes for
these same reasons, I would probably be a shoemaker now.”

1li¢ doesn’t remember exactly how old he was when he first started to draw, but he
recalls, “I was small enough to go under a chair, a wooden one with four legs. It had
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Father Zdravko, Mirko, grandfather llija and

mother Bozica lli¢, Maribor 1959

“My father was in the military, so

I moved through many military
compounds. When they came

home these officers got rid of their
uniforms but not their anger. They
treated their families as conscripts.
Approximately thirty percent of their
children became introverted and in
turn the most successful artists in
Yugoslavia. At the same time forty
percent of them became extroverted
and decided to face the system head
on and become criminals. People who
became artists probably didn’t have

a stomach for blood and violence

and they decided to rebel silently: by
drawing, composing, etc. At that time,
if your father was in the military,
you’d move from town to town. Each
time it was a new society, a new
ethnic group; you would be moved
around to a totally different part of
the country. Suddenly it was a totally
different food, a totally different
language, a totally different culture,
and you got dumped in. ”

—MIRKO ILIC, “MIRKO ILIC & MILTON GLASER: THE KING AND THE
JESTER,” EDITED BY LAETITIA WOLFF, GRAPHIS #350, MARCH/

APRIL 2004
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fantastic white wood on the bottom side, so I doodled on it with a pen.”

His mother was first to notice that his doodling was actually quite good
and she supported his efforts. Later on, she carefully monitored her son’s
successes, evidenced by a big book of press clippings from the seventies and
eighties that she assembled, which Ili¢ keeps today in his New York studio.

The beginning of the seventies was quite stormy in terms of Ili¢’s family
life, and though he does not speak a lot about it, it definitely shaped him to
a great extent. These were the years of the problematic relationship with his
father, who wanted his son to go to a military high school and did not want
to hear about an art career. At the same time, the relationship between his
father and mother was becoming increasingly tense. In a different scenario,
the combination of a dysfunctional family and rebellious teenager would have
resulted in yet another promising talent who achieved little. “It’s very easy
to slip from an artistic to a criminal direction,” Ili¢ once said. “I think I was
saved because I had some talent, which my mother recognized and encour-
aged. When I was fourteen or fifteen, I decided that I'd prefer to be a lover
rather than a fighter.”

1li¢ supported his mother’s decision to divorce his father and started to work
and earn money. His first paid job was writing numbers on the 6,000 seats of
the Dinamo football club stadium. In June 1974, he went to Tunstead Inter-
national Farm Camp, in Norwich, and worked in the strawberry harvest, after
which he traveled around, bought books and comics, and mailed them home.

At that time, local comic-book publishing fell into one of its many crises;
publications were being discontinued and local authors were turning to other
occupations. The Omladinskit jednik (Youth weekly) contained more articles
about comics than actual comics: in the centerfold of issue no. 170, from Jan-
uary 1973, critic Darko Glavan wrote about new American comic artists (R.
Crumb, Art Spiegelman, Gilbert Shelton). Translations of theorists like Um-
berto Eco were also being published, and at the end of 1973 the series “Paths
and sidetracks of comics” featured various authors discussing the concept of
children’s comics, classics such as Foster and Raymond, superheroes, and, on
two occasions, the new French comics—Reiser, Willem, Wolinski, and Crepax.

1i¢’s first published illustration was in Omladinskit jednik. “I brought a
bunch of drawings to the editors and left them in the newsroom. I did not
think it was important to sign them, and after a couple of weeks, one of my il-
lustrations—a mother with a child—was published, but without my signature.”

After that, Ili¢ continuously published his work in youth magazines and
then in Vjesnik publications, primarily in the weekly VUS (Vjesnik u srijedu)
[Vjesnik on Wednesday]. Like many others from the Applied Arts School, he
worked part-time at Zagreb-film, the center of Zagreb School of Animation,
during the 1975 summer holidays.

“It was a summer job, thanks to Aleksandar Marks. I worked on commer-
cials for Standard konfekcija (a clothing factory), and even a great animation
project for the food company Podravka. It was very interesting: live pictures
mixed with drawing. Thad never animated before, it was too complicated. You
had tobe there for a hundred years before they would let you make your own
movie before you died. However, I realized there that my work habits were
not abnormal, and that other people worked during the night as well. I met
Radovan Devli¢, who worked there more regularly, and several other people
who meant a lot to me later on, like Zlatko Bourek who was pretty famous at
the time. So this was a valuable experience, and I also earned some money.”

The core of the future Novi kvadrat started to gather slowly: KreSimir
Zimonic, Igor Kordej, Emir Mesi¢, and Ili¢ were a group from the School of
Applied Arts. Through his work in the Zagreb Film, Ili¢ met Devli¢ and Kunc,



and while circulating the SL, he met the somewhat
older Marusic. This friendship evolved into an inten-
sive theoretical and practical engagement in com-
ics: “Istood at the tram station with Radovan Devli¢
for hours, and we used to daydream about comics.”

It was around that time that Ili¢ left home: “My
mom was relatively young and already divorced, and
the custom was to stay with your parents until you
finished college, possibly a little longer. But I had
prevented her from having a life. I was lucky to be
eighteen and to earn enough money to be able to pay
fora flat. Isoon realized that it was a mistake to rent
aone-bedroom apartment. I was the only one of my
friends with a flat, so I always had someone coming
to the door. Then Irealized I couldn’t work if some-
one was always there, soI moved to a two-bedroom
apartment. No one was allowed to enter my study,
but the rest of the apartment was free to use.

“Until 1979, the School of Applied Arts had five
grades. For the final exam we had to make a piece of
artwork,” Ili¢ remembered. “We pulled out pieces
of paper from a hat and I grabbed ‘the history of the
costume.’ I made a photo of my naked body, and over
my private parts Iwrote ‘The exhibition of historical
costumes’. This caused quite a stir, and the women
at the school stood in front of the poster and stared.
It was kind of a scandal.”

Upon finishing at the School for Applied Arts, Ili¢
wanted to enrollin the Zagreb Academy of Fine Arts,
but like many now well-known figures, he was not
admitted, which speaks volumes about the charac-
ter of the institution. “At the suggestion of Dusko
PetriCi¢ I applied to the Belgrade Faculty of Applied
Arts,” he said. “When I was admitted there, I said
‘Thanks but no thanks.”

Tli¢’s time in school established his enduring fascination with the poster
designer Boris Bucan. It also fostered a friendly rivalry between the two. “I
think that I'was mostly influenced by—although you can’t see it in my work—
Boris Bucan. I saw Bucan’s work first on the street. Then, one of our teachers
said that she would take us to her friend who was a graphic designer. That
was the first time we’d seen a graphic design studio, because everybody in
the school was a painter. So we went to Bucan and from the moment we en-
tered, I liked it all. He showed us a poster that he made for the theater com-
pany Gavella, and the play Veceras improviziramo (we improvise tonight). He
took the theater logo, extracted the elements, rearranged them, and asked us
why the poster looked like it did. I said: “Well, it’s improvising with the logo.’
And that’s where I took off.”

“I liked that approach. I was delighted with the amount of freedom that
he had. The school was still teaching us about the experiment Exat 51 group,
now and then Polish posters would be mentioned, but curriculum at the
School of Applied Arts more or less stopped with Toulouse-Lautrec, like—
he was the best designer, and after him everything went downhill with the
poster! That’s why my education there was much better for illustration than
design. They all knew how to make a good illustration. So when I met Bucan,
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Open Comic,
Polet no. 41,1977
Comic about drawing of a comic and problems

with editors, publishers and critics.

MAN OF GOOD FORTUNE 23



for the first time I saw someone who was
truly a designer.

“Another person who influenced me
greatly was F. V. Holi. He was the art direc-
tor at the Studentski list, and he was collect-
ing metal printing plates for me because
he knew that it was valuable. ‘You take it,
he said, ‘you will need it.” So I brought my
casts, and he designed a catalog for me for
an exhibition later on.

“Among illustrators, Dusko Petri¢i¢ was
another influence. Idon’t know if that’s ev-
ident in my work since it does not resemble
hisatall. But he’sbrilliant and it was a great
joy for me to see how someone so smart
could imbue that intelligence into his work.

“Mihajlo Arsovski and Ivan Picelj came
later. Frankly, you can’t enjoy Arsovski’s
design unless you have some cultural refer-
ence. Only nowadays are people like Milan
Vulpe being discovered. He made a well-
known poster for a figure skating champi-
onship; it was a bunch of colors, abstract,
but when you looked closer, it was a reflec-
tion of a skater, upside down.’ It is quite
odd and great. But you can’t love something
that subtle when you are fifteen! You need
more of a punch in the face. We were kids.
We didn’t listen to chamber orchestras; we
liked loud music that would shatter glass.
At fifteen, one does not enjoy Bergman,
one enjoys Sergio Leone. In a way, every-
thing Bucan did was before the punk move-
ment, but very similar in how he spat in
the face of the system. With Arsovski it is
a little bit harder to detect what direction
The picture book of big and small, he was pushing the boundaries. I would see a Bu¢an poster on the street and
Studentski list, no. T\, March 19,1976 think about it deeply for a week. One single poster of his could literally change

your way of thinking. Of course, pop culture had an important impact on me.
Movies and Monty Python were greatly influencing everything we were do-
ing at that time, though it seemed to be subliminally. The group would never
remember it when talking about it. Of course, the basic things that I devoured
in terms of design were album covers. Hipgnosis for example. You look at the
Pink Floyd cover (the cover of the album Ummagumma for instance) and you
think, in this picture how did they do this, and this, and that?

“In comics, it was Moebius, but that was later. Before that, it was the Ameri-
canunderground that annoyed me because it was imperfect on purpose. They
would make something good, and then would screw up the rest, and I was like,

‘Nooo ..’ This desire for perfection always bothered me. However, I
was never fascinated by M. C. Escher and those things that people 011 1tis Bojan Stranic's
used to worship; it all looked to me like a bad drug trip. (1921-1993) poster for the

“I never liked Polish posters much either, but Roman Ciesle-  european Championship in
wicz influenced me a lot, although I didn’t know much about his  figure skating and ice dancing
work. We met when he was at Start magazine. Start alsomade me  dated 1974




aware of Roland Topor, another person who was quite important to me. He
made a couple of incredible illustrations, some terribly dark sexual things.
He wrote three or four novels, and Roman Polanski’s film Tenant was based
on one of them.

“The writer and musician Davor Slamnig was another influence. I went to
elementary school with him. He came from America, and he was really into
underground comics, so he used to draw great comics in his notebooks with
a pen: a postman rings at the door and peeks through the peephole, through
which a kid behind the door shoots an arrow into his eye! These were his
comics. I would go over to Davor’s home, and he had a bunch of stuff that he
brought from America. His dad was a famous poet. I learned a lot from Davor.
I didn’t like people telling me what to do, but I realized that I could listen to
this guy, that it was OK.

“I'was lucky to have three or four people in school who were also very inter-
ested in comics,” Ili¢ recalled. “They were KreSimir Zimonic, Igor Kordej, and
Emir Mesic. Although we already drew comics, we were primarily collectors.
We were cleaning other people’s attics and taking all the comics that we found
there. So at the time I had thousands of comics that I have since given away.”

That was a period of large-scale stagnation in domestic comics. “At that
time, all of our major comics had been discontinued or were in a process of
discontinuing. Stripoteka and Politikin zabavnik were the only ones being
published. So, we could buy two or three a week. We felt the need for comics
even if they were the worst ones. This situation forced us to collect old comic
books. My collection dated way back, to 1923.”

The group was also devouring books, especially foreign illustrated editions
about art that, at the time, could be found in the bookstores in the Foreign
Literature section. According to Ili¢, a single illustration by Brad Holland—

“Tunkie” for The New York Times in 1972, reprinted in an issue of Graphis,
showed him the full power of illustration and led him to become what he is
today.

“We discovered the real thing: a bookstore on Gunduliceva Street. At that
time, foreign comics were being sold there. We all felt that comics could—and
must—be better, but we were not sure how or why. We didn’t have any ex-
amples to point to. We were afraid that maybe we were asking for too much.
And then we saw those comics in Mladost bookstore: often in color, with
high-quality binding. They were absurdly expensive—and instantly they be-
came sacred. Classes were being held at that time in the morning and after-
noon, with an hour or two for lunch in between. We used to argue with our
parents that we didn’t have time to come home for lunch so could we have
some money to buy lunch in town? Yes, sure! We would end up with fries
from the tourist fast-food restaurant; those foreign editions were between
five- and ten-thousand dinars, which in 1972 was a lot of money. So that was
how we discovered the American underground and the new French comics.
But it was still very difficult to publish anything ourselves. We contributed
some ideas to the school paper, but that was pretty much it. We had time to
do one frame in a normal format of schoellershammer paper.”

In those years, the crowd from the School of Applied Arts used to gather
on Marshal Tito Square, in the KazaliSna kavana and a nearby cafe, called
Zvecevo. In later years, the area became an epicenter of Zagreb’s New Wave
scene, and Ili¢ had the majority of his business meetings there. “I think that
the biggestjobs in rock music and design were made in Kavkaz and Zvecka. In
a time before cell phones and fax devices, these were our offices.” »
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Studenski list and Pitanja

ILIC PUBLISHED HIS FIRST COMIC in the February 25, 1976, edition of Stu-
dentski list. “Studentski list featured some good artists, underground comics
like R. Crumb. I ‘snuck’ into SL through some strange connections. I could not
getajob asa comics artist; I was just another illustrator. It was done differently
back then. They used to wait for an illustration until four in the morning so
that it could be taken to the printing office at five A.M.

“Some other people were publishing comics there—but mine they did not
want. One day, someone didn’t bring the agreed comic and then someone
remembered that I drew comics as well, and they told me: ‘Bring one page
tomorrow.’ Of course, I did not like anything I had already done so that night
I'started to work on a new comic—it was called ‘Picture Book for Dictators.’
It was pretty good.”

This first published comic—despite the fact that at the time he was strongly
influenced by American underground comics—shows some features of his
work that would become permanenet: strong, clear drawings, media savvy,
and frequent portraiture. The next comic, “Picture Book of Big and Small,”
shows Ili¢’s interest in meaningful narrative and structural aspects of formal
elements such as framing and lettering. “I like to play with sounds,” Ili¢ said.

“Each frame contains some kind of sound or noise.” A preoccupation with
sound and a penchant for testing conventions would soon reach a new level
of sophistication through his work published in Polet.

Next, Ili¢ worked on the restored monthly magazine “devoted to society,
science, and culture,” Pitanja, where he met the woman who would become
his first wife, the now well-known writer Slavenka Drakuli¢, who worked
there as a secretary of the Head of Publishing-Information Department of
CDD (Center for Social Services of the Association of Socialist Youth of Croa-
tia).

Many years later, in a television interview, Ili¢ said: “At that point, Slaven-
ka had not yet been published. She wrote things for herself, but nothing had
been picked up yet. Her sarcastic take on the ideas of all these big shots who
worked there was very interesting to me. So we met, started dating; I found
out that she had an eight-year-old daughter named Rujana. It did not have
much to do with our careers; we were both at the beginning of them. I think
we both recognized something in the other. She was reading books that I did
notread, in languages that I did not know; she was very smart, educated, and,
of course, she was incredibly helpful. I had the instinct, she had the knowl-
edge, and she could explain to me why I did something. I married Slavenka
when I was twenty-one years old.” »

OPPOSITE PAGE:
Freedom / Libertad
Student, Belgrade,
November 7,1976

Fokus no.145, Zagreb 1978
Epic vol 1. #5,1981
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The photo of the original comic table for
the Joint issue of student magazines in
SFRY, May 25,1977, pHoTo: Danilo Ducak,

LETTERING: Nikola Kostandinovi¢

This early comic differs from other comics
only inits use of color, all other features are
present: a stylish nomadism, playing with
the format and the manner of reporting, the
theme of the medium of comics itself, until

the appearance of the author as “the hero.”
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there was a distinctly beautiful

ilI!d st rong hursu

who endlessly
stood in one place.

he waited for a rider.
a rider, not a master,

for each needed one another,

only the rider

could show them the true path,
and only the horse

could carry them there.

there was a disinctly strong horse.




By Slavenka DRAKULIC

“The most beautiful thing
that I have ever drawn in
terms of emotions was
the comic Shakti. I drew
it when I fell in love with
Slavenka Drakuli¢. This
was my first major comic
and it represented one of
the most important shifts
in my thinking. For me,
the idea that a comic was
much more important than
the original (which still
exists somewhere). The
only thing that happens
in this comicisa horse. A
wonderful, huge, powerful
stallion that needs a rider.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “ENVY PECULIARLY MEASURES
YOUR SUCCESS,” DELO SATURDAY SUPPLEMENT,

LJUBLJANA, JUNE 3, 2000

OPPOSITE PAGE

Shakti,

Vidici no. 3, Belgrade,
September 1977;

Polet no. 37,

October 21,1977
Reproduced is the version
printed as a poster for the
exhibition in the SC Gallery
in1977

I GOT TO KNOW MIRKO IN 1976, when the first issue of Polet was being prepared. The
editorial office was located on the premises of the magazine Pitanja at 10 Opaticka
Street. In fact, it was just one big room where editors and part-timers and people who
had just dropped in to see acquaintances roamed around from morning until night. At
any given time there would be at least twenty people in the room. The atmosphere
was like that of a café. When Polet moved to 3 Savska Street, the social life of the
editorial staff shifted to the nearby Kavkaz café. Almost all of today’s generation of
middle-age journalists got their training at Polet. Mirko came every day with a folder
under his arm and big bags under his eyes.

Sometimes he would have to draw an illustration on the spot. Being in the middle
of the throng of people that didn’t seem to bother him.

He was twenty years old, with long blond hair and blue eyes. He wore a T-shirt
splotched with Indian ink, jeans, and the obligatory boots. He looked romantic, was
very talented, and seemed incredibly self-confident.

Actually, I first took notice of him precisely because of this self-confidence, which
at times bordered on arrogance, and only then because of his exceptional talent.
Because of this self-confidence, even then he was getting on some people’s nerves.
Some individuals who are clearly made of different stuff can get on your nerves,
people who, you can see, want to do and can do more, who are ambitious, and show
through their life and work that the milieu is too little for them. Mirko showed
something else as well: that if someone had talent and persistence, he could achieve
everything he wanted, regardless of the political system he came from, the milieu
he grew up in, or whether you were cold-shouldered by the art establishment. There
are people, who are exceptional, who are hard to compare to anyone else, and who are
extremely hard to measure, because they will always achieve more and go further.

Sometimes, when I recall the twenty-five years in which I have known him, I
think that Mirko’s character has been at least as important to his success as his talent.
He has this incredible persistence, this will to never stop, to keep on investigating.
Some obstinacy, a restlessness, and a need to keep proving himself. And above all, his
sheer curiosity. Mirko never stops and he’s never satisfied with what he has achieved,
whether its a successful new project or the mastering of a new technique. He is
always in search of the genuinely new. When he had had enough of the technique
of ink drawing, he went over to etching, and meanwhile he was also doing ironical
and witty montages for the cover of Danas. I couldn’t list all the techniques he has
used. But I do get the impression that he has never stopped investigating. And in the
pursuit of his, he has never given up playing. Only people quite freed of the fear of
failure and completely dedicated to work, like him, can be so liberated in the search
for new forms of expression. Mirko’s curiosity and playfulness are just as great today
as they were when he was twenty years old.

It looks as if now there is a new Mirko. But all the same, it is still recognizable as
the old, witty Mirko, the Mirko who can’t be captured by the cliché.

We don’t see each other much today, living on different ends of the world.
Nevertheless, I saw him recently in Zagreb, and it seemed that he hadn’t changed
much, had lost nothing of that youthful fervor. He was even the same physically,
except for a few hardly noticeable lines. The only thing is that he no longer wears a
T-shirt stained with ink. %

INK-STAINED T-SHIRT
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A Black and White World

THE PUBLISHER OF PITANJA started Polet (the weekly newspaper of the So-
cialist Youth of Croatia) in the fall of1976. The design was based on an earlier
version of the magazine that had been published in the sixties.

The art direction for the new version was led by the designer Zoran Pavlovic,
who at that time was employed in the graphic design studio of CDD. Danilo
Ducak was the photo editor. Polet was printed using letterpress, and the use
of photography was rather limited, so the magazine naturally lent itself to
illustrations and comics from the very beginning.

1li¢ was initially invited by the editorial desk to create illustrations, but
the desk also offered him the chance to publish his own comics, and starting
with issue number 7, he was formally signed on as the editor of comics and
illustrations. He used this opportunity to recruit his colleagues and friends,
mostly from the School of Fine Arts, which soon resulted in the formation
of the group called Novi kvadrat.

“Theard rumors about Polet in Pitanja,”Ili¢ recalled. “I spent hours and hours
with people who worked on the concept of the newspaper. I was pushing
comics through. Of course, the editor, Pero Kvesi¢, supported the comics, but
Idon’t think he liked the ones I was doing. When the chance to get published
appeared, I called Kordej, Zimonic, Skozret, and others. People on the desk
liked our comics and we were given more and more space.”

The first issues of the magazine rarely had full comics, and the ones that
did appear were usually incorporated in the text. Their format varied from one
panel to boards of various sizes. In the double issue of the magazine (no.10-11),
three full-page comics and five comics mixed with the text were published.

The new position allowed Ili¢ to transform his work with the medium.

“When we say that someone is the editor of illustrations and comics, it means
that he does everything by himself; draws by himself and edits himself! Even
then I knew that one person could not change anything and that a group ap-
proach was required. So I brought in talented contributors whom I knew and
trusted.

“Studentskilist had an exchange with Student from Belgrade, and I went there
several times with graphics editor F.V. Holi. Writer Ljubomir Kljaki¢ was a big
shot in the youth organization at that time, and he loved and wrote about com-
ics. Knowing that comics in Yugoslavia were theoretically shallow, in order to le-
gitimize the comics in Polet, I went and conducted an interview with him about
their importance. Then he introduced me to several people in Belgrade, design-
ers Nenad Conki¢, Nikola Kostandinovi¢, Branko Gavri¢, and others. So in the
summer 0of 1977, I created an exhibition of my cartoons and Kordej’s in the Dom
omladine (Youth Center) in Belgrade.

I learned typography from Nikola. He was able to teach me what I could
not learn in school. He experimented a lot with design in the magazine Vidici,
mostly with strange colors and type. I found Milton Glaser’s first book at Niko-
la’s. Tknew some of his work, but T had not seen everything in the book. What
impressed me about Glaser was that he drew, but he drew a little bit this way
and a little bit that way. It was different from anything I'd seen before. And, at
that time, I had not heard of many other designers since it was not a topic we
learned much about in school. We didn’t know what happened twenty years
agoin our country, let alone further back than that. You had a few of the usual
suspects, and that was it.”

tiednn novine savern socijalistitke omlading hreatske

Our youth is good,
Polet no. 9, December 24,1976

WRITTEN BY: Zoran Franicevi¢

goddte | XVID
zagrab, 24, 12
e

cijena ¥ dinars

Untitled (The course of the school reform),

Polet no. 38, October 28,1977

OPPOSITE PAGE:
Untitled,
Polet no. 53, February 13,1978

A BLACK AND WHITE WORLD

31



“Mirko lli¢, a very young and energetic
artist, became the editor of comics and
illustrations at Polet, and he began to
aggressively impose his ideas about
comics and push through the works of
like-minded artists. This coincided with
the ideas of Pero Kvesi¢, who (in the first
issue of Polet) devoted four or five pages
to comics, which was unprecedented
outside of specialty publications.

So, several domestic comics were to
be created each week. lli¢ gathered about
five or six permanent authors including
Radovan Devli¢, Nino Kunc, Josko Marusic,
KreSimir Skozret, and occasionally KreSimir
Zimoni¢, Igor Kordej, and lli¢, a group that
would go on to become Novi kvadrat.

Except within a narrow circle of artists,
comics were, until then, mainly considered
a pastime for kids and the immature. The
authors of the Novi kvadrat contributed
crucially to the affirmation of comics
for mature readers, and under their
sway, comics began to be considered as
their generation’s expressive means and
anyone who respected himself had to be
familiar with new releases, new authors,
and new trends.”

—IGOR MIRKOVIC: "HAPPY CHILD,” FRAKTURA, ZAGREB 2004
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The comics we did were the first things in Polet to begin attracting a wid-
er audience—first with the kids, and then a more general audience started
showing interest. The solid core consisted of five or six resident authors, but
there were others as well.

1li¢ describes it this way: “What Polet did—which is incredible—is that it paved
the way for the kids. The general idea at Polet was: here, this is your playground.
Everyone who managed to drag themselves in, however damaged, suddenly
gained confidence and began to form an actual personal identity. Everyone came
with a need to demonstrate what they knew. Although the Polet editors claimed
otherwise, I always felt that they didn’t know what to put in the paper, so they



“The Italian comic review Alter Alter, one

of the best reviews of its kind in Europe,
which pays special attention to avant-
garde and politically engaged comics, has
published the comic Debil Blues by Mirko
lli¢, a young Zagreb author, illustrator, and
member of the group Novi kvadrat. It is
the first publication—but certainly not
the last—of a Yugoslavian comic in such

a prestigious review. The entire group of
Novi kvadrat is gaining a reputation as the
center of the Yugoslav avant-garde comics
movement.”

—MLADINA, LJUBLJANA APRIL 6, 1978

u

The endlessly charming Debil Blues gives
us the written music which represents the
crown of this young author’s insistence

on the sound dimension, the third
dimension of comics, known by those
cheerful comments such as 'slam,’ ‘bang,’
or 'yummy.”

— VESELKO TENZERA, “THE NEW SQUARE,”

VJESNIK, ZAGREB, OCTOBER 1, 1978

Debil Blues,

Music: Davor Slamnig,

TEXT: Goran Paveli¢ & Davor Slamnig,

Polet no. 15, February 25,1977

The original version of the comic is displayed
in the Modern Gallery of Zagreb. Only three-
quarters of the comic are on permanent
display because part of it was lost

sometime between when it was donated

and when it was framed

just said, ‘let’s give it to some kids.” When that started to happen, people began
knocking at the door, and it became a place that started to attract a crowd. We
were a team at the editorial office, but all clustered in small separate groups, and
ours was the illustration team.

“There were a handful of different arts movements that started to gain steam
at the time. CKD was theater people and that crew, CDD was the people from
the publishing business—primarily members of Pitanja. I was in that group,
which also included Josko Marusic.

Then the creator of Polet, Pero Kvesi¢, arrived on the scene. He had come
from America on a Fulbright fellowship, totally under the influence of under-
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From “The History of Human Folly,” ground comics. A free sex, jeans, an music culture. And it was all very logical to

Polet no. 28, May 20,1977 him. We were quite influenced by Europe at that time, but America’s influence
was starting to creep in a little bit more. Even our Western films were the Ital-

History of Human Absurdity, ian spaghetti westerns!”

Fokus no.141,1978; The group started to produce even more comics than they could publish, and

Epic lllustrated Vol.1No.1,1980 Ili¢ nurtured his managerial gift. He popularized comics and started to push them

into other media. Thus the name Novi kvadrat was created, on a panel to promote
anew approach to comics and anew generation of comic book authors. Someone
asked: “Are you now a new circle of comic book authors?” and Ili¢ replied: “No,
not a new circle, but a square—the new square (Novi kvadrat).” At first, it was

“Polet gave us a tiny miracle—Novi justan offhand comment, but when they started to think about formalizing the
kvadrat. At the beginning, we were group, the name stuck. “We needed some sort of name that would protect the
only filling in the pages that Polet quality and be easily remembered.”
journalists could not fill in, but In September 1977, Polet no. 32/33 published the first two comics signed by
when the battle for the pages began, the Novi kvadrat—Ili¢’s Dobitnik (Winner) and Kordej’s untitled comic based
everyone could see that Polet needed onIli¢’sidea. In February, 1978 at the Gallery Koprivnica, eight members of
us, because people wanted to read the Novi kvadrat first exhibited their work together. And in September 1978,
comics. Unfortunately it didn’t last an exhibition was held in Rijeka, with a catalog including the foreword by
long. When the editors realized they Slavenka Drakuli¢ and Ili¢ being published accompanying it.
could publish photos of hot chicks, “We had been appreciated by kids, but the intellectuals did not know about
comics became irrelevant. However, us,” Ili¢ said. “Their equation was: COMICS=NOTHING. And then a few things
for a short time, about a year and a happened in a short period of time. Renowned critic Veselko TenZera wrote a
half; this was a very important shortarticle in Vjesnik about the Novi kvadrat explaining how intellectuals were
magazine for comics and illustration.”  stupid for failing to see what was happening right under their noses, and that

—MIRKO ILIC, “CROATIAN DESIGN Is BETTER THAN AMERICAN,” 1N tWenty years nobody would remember all of the masters’ paintings, but that
NEDELJNA DALMACIJA, SPLIT APRIL 12, 2002 everyone would remember the Novi kvadrat because it was authentic stuff. At
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roughly the same time, Belgrade journalist Bogdan Tirnani¢ appeared in Zagreb.  Hereditary intolerance,
He asked to interview me. When I met him in the hotel lobby Iapproached him  wrirre ev: Davor Slamnig,
and said: ‘T'm Mirko Ili¢’, he was puzzled, even suspicious, and asked me: ‘HOW  polet br. 22, April 8,1977
old are you?’ I told him I was twenty, and he replied, ‘Oh, fuck!” We joked later
about how that was the moment he realized how old he was. He wrote a tWo-  From “The History of Human Folly”,
page article in the magazine NIN. TenZera’s and Tirnanic¢’s pieces drew intellec-  polet br. 24, April 22,1977
tuals’ attention to comics. As it is said, if they praise it, then ...”
“Meanwhile, a science fiction exhibition was organized in the SC Gallery.
Someone also was thinking about comics—foreign ones at that—but we got
some room there as well and a similar exhibition was held in Belgrade. We
started to exhibit more and more. So we went from the alternative student
and youth newspapers to being shown in galleries. We had more exhibitions
than published comics because that was the only way the intellectual elite
could handle our stuff! ‘Only if you have it hung on the gallery walls.””
Ironically, and despite its growing popularity, Polet did not do much to pro-
mote its contributors. In fact, one could argue that the powers that be were
not great supporters of the growing youth-art movement. Only a small ad
about a solo exhibition by Mirko Ili¢ was published in Polet no. 44, (December
9,1977). The sixty-fifth issue of Polet published the article “It’s Not a Circle, it’s
a Square,” which, along with a series of quotes about Novi kvadrat, included a
brief conversation with Ili¢. “Recently,” the author wrote, “Polet has begun to
realize that it has associates who are the subjects of controversy we think it
is high time to present our esteemed colleagues in more detail. As the saying
goes: No man is a prophet in his own land.”
Two issues later, Ili¢ published Okomito i vodoravno (Vertically and hori-
zontally), his last comic in Polet. »
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Born to Be Wild,
Polet no. 35,
October 71977
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Novi Kvadrat—New Wave Before the New Wave

IT WAS MORE THAN A QUARTER CENTURY AGO that the Yugoslavian New
Wave movement started.

In Zagreb, back in the late seventies, somewhere between the Well of Life,
the bustling cafes Veliki and Mali Kavkaz, the increasingly popular youth
newspapers Polet and Studentski list, and the nightclubs, a gathering of young
people erupted with a tremendous force of energy, unprecedented and not
repeated since. Zagreb became a highly charged place, with the reverbera-
tions lasting for years. Many now remember those days with nostalgia. “We
were famous and we were young,” Ili¢ said. At the time he was one of the
most distinctive and important members of the scene, both as a participant
and an instigator. Polet was important not only as a news source but also as
amedium and a platform for action. While the burgeoning music scene was
also attracting attention, it was the comics of Novi kvadrat that introduced
the magic of creativity and freedom of thought that connected so powerfully
with the youth. Photography and rock came later, during the second wave.

At the same time, just before the eruption of the punk scene, a career in
music still seemed like mission impossible for many, while creating comics
required only ink, paper, and a great idea. Plus, with Ili¢ at Polet, there was
someone of influence who knew the value of good art and was willing not only
to publish it but to pay for it as well. Every high school student who read the
comics of the Novikvadrat started drawing comics. All of a sudden people from
all around started began forming new collectives, small Novi kvadrats— and
not only in Zagreb. “People realized that group work was the only way,” Ili¢
said. “If nothing else, that’s a one thing the Novi kvadrat taught.” Often, even
if nothing came from their drawing, people would continue to work in other
creative fields such as journalism, music, theater, or design.

“A popular Slovenian comic at the time became the first album cover for
the band BuldoZer. We all knew the band’s founder, Kostja Gatnik, and he
liked what we were doing a lot. But probably the most important person was
music criticand concert organizer Igor Vidmar,” Ili¢ said. “In the early debates
over the merits of Novikvadrat, he wrote an article rebutting Darko Glavan’s
ideas and tried to protect us. We became friends, so I met all the members
of BuldoZer and another punk band called Pankrti. That’s how they ended
up playing at my exhibition.”

Many people who were there agree that Zagreb’s New Wave scene start-
ed precisely with Ili¢’s first solo exhibition at SC in December 1977, where
Pankrti played. Another band called Azra—Rock ‘n’ roll iz Sume Striboro-
ve (Azra—Rock ‘n’ roll from Stribor’s forest). Azra was a short-lived group
but their breakup produced two of the most significant bands on the Za-
greb New Wave scene: Azra and Film. At the opening, Azra’s leader, Brani-
mir Johnny Stuli¢, heard a new sound of punk music live for the first time.
Hints of this musical epiphany can be heard on his song “The Balkans™: “I
shave my beard, my moustache, to look like the Pankrti, and if I only had

a Fender, we could see a gig ...”. The event also had a profound

01

' galerija @
studentskog
centra

| zagreb
mirko ilié¢

7.12.— 30. 12. 1977.

Catalog cover, b: F.V. Holi

“The exhibition in the Student Center
Gallery was designed to put comics
front and center, and featured
concerts and plays. A few bands
appeared there for the first time.
Azra—Rock’n’roll iz Sume Striborove,
broke up immediately after their
concert there, and two new bands
were formed, Azra and Film. Pankrti,
out of Slovenia, performed for the
first time. One esteemed critic said
about their performance that there
is no place for punk in Yugoslavia.
Interestingly, a year and a half later
he was the one who presented
Pankrti with an official Socialist
Youth award, 7 Sekretara SKOJa.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “ANTIZID ORIGINATED FROM THE GALLERY WALLS,”

VIKEND, BEOGRAD, JANUARY 27, 2001

s 544

effect on other influential artists of the day. Several decades lat-
er Ili¢ recounted: “It was a shock. They came on stage in white
shirts with black ties, and red ribbons tied around their hands
they looked like small Slovenian bureaucrats. Suddenly, like in a
disaster movie, a wall of noise came toward us. Everybody made

011 The sculpture of Ivan
Mestrovic, in front of the
Croatian National Theater,
the usual meeting place From the Saturday night show,

for young people conversation about the Novi kvadrat, RTZ 1979
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The exhibition photograph from curator and

gallery director Zelimir Kod¢evi¢'s collection

The author is most likely Vlado Jakeli¢

their faceslike this™:°? (he grimaces with his mouth wide open). A 0211n the book and docu-
young, long-haired Ili¢ can be seen in rare photos from the event, mentary movie by Igor
and also in several frames of a student documentary 16 mm film  Mirkovié: Sretno dijete
recorded in the SC Gallery at the time of the exhibition. (Happy Child), Fraktura,

During these public gatherings and group performances Ili¢  zagreb, 2004, pp. 28
learned alesson from the punk movement about the importance
of image and appearance, how fashion and behavior could be public perfor-
mances of their own, and can also contribute to the rebellion. Soon after the
opening, Ili¢ cut his hair short, started listening to The Velvet Underground
and the Ramones, and bought the requisite uniform of the period: a black
leather jacket and a studded bracelet.

Novi kvadrat’s comics introduced explicit themes of sexuality, politics,

and everyday life that were new and as yet unseen at that time in Yugoslavia.
Their work contained reflections of the interests of the time—from space
flights and moon landings to Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. Their
comics also helped contribute to the critical examination of the media in-
dustry and its habit of commercializing everything.

Overtly questioning the media served as the means to infiltrate, and in-
fluence, cultural standards and assumptions. These New Wave artists used
galleries and traditional media outlets to raise their questions in a very pub-
lic context.

It is interesting—and fitting for his career—that Ili¢ gave his first solo
exhibition two years after he published his first comic, and he published his
last comic, “Horizontally and vertically,” in Polet only six months after the

Frames from a 16 mm film recorded by exhibition. Right after, Ili¢ left his position at the magazine.

cinematographer Darko Verni¢ Bundi at the Under the leadership of new art director, conceptual artist and cinema-

SC Gallery, showing a young, promising, stil  tographer, Goran Trbuljak, Polet began placing more emphasis on photog-

long-haired, lli¢ raphy. Although Polet had helped the affirmation of the Novi kvadrat, the
magazine now began cutting comics from the magazine and moved them
to the back page.

In an issue of Pitanja dedicated to the Novi kvadrat, Pero Kvesic stated:
“The change in the editorial policy brought a new treatment of comics, which
was—to put it mildly—awkward. In order to realize this concept, the ‘new
guys from Polet’ had to first get rid of Ili¢. After that, all authors of Novi
kvadrat gradually left Polet...” Novi kvadrat’s popularity was confirmed by
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“Comics are

like fairy tales
for boys. Boys
don’trelate to
the ‘happily
ever after’ stuff.
Usually, for
boysit’s riding
horseback into
the sunset

with the girl
they’ve chosen
for the night.
And then the
next morning
brings new
opportunities.”

—MIRKO ILIC, "ENVY
PECULIARLY MEASURES YOUR
SUCCESS," DELO, SATURDAY
SUPPLEMENT, LJUBLJANA,

JUNE 3, 2000

Fairy Tale,

Polet no. 60, April 3,1978
Epic lllustrated

Vol.1 No. 5,1981

" he WAS Too
OLO TO Fighr.,.
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I HAVE NO
HAPPINESS.
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HERE IT IS...
HAPPINESS.

WHAT'S
WITH You

The Victor,
Polet no. 32-33,
September 23,
1977,

Epic lllustrated
Vol.1No.1,1980



On the Same Side

DO you HEAR
SOME THING FROM
THE OTHER S/DE?

THAT MUST HAVE
BEEN SOMEBODY
FROM THE FOURTH

DIMENSION..,

MAYBE HE

ISN'T SURE

WEARE HERE
!

IT SEEMS THAT HE
15 STANDING HERE.
GIMME A SWORD!

You 1pioT,
WHO SAID

THAT HE WAS
ALONE?!

You HAFPY
NOW?

SToP

FIGHTING .
IT'S TIME FOR.
SHOOTING !

I CAN'T
HEAR ANYTHING
.- AT SEEMS LIKE
THEYARE ALL

DEAD.
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HE WAS

MY BEST
FRIEND. ..

STOP ACTING LIKE
A SENTIMENTAL SCHIZOPHRENIC !
PUT DOWN THAT GUN
OR /Wil ...

OH, !
DIDN'T... EVEN
TOUCH HIM ! SHUT upP/
IT WAS A

IT's NOT YEAH.. . THE
MY FAULT... OTHER SIDE ALIWAYS
THEY STARTED T, STARTS IT! SAME

OLD THING?

SAME
OLD STUFF
OR NOT, THEY
FIRED FIRST!

ONLY THE DEVIL KNOWS,
BUT IT'S OUR TURN NOW?

ENOUGH!
SAVE YOUR AMMO...

WHO KNOWS HOW LONG

THIS MAY LAST. ..

IF ONLY
WE COULD
SEE THEIR
UGLY FACES ..,
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ALL DEAD..
AND FOR 50 LONG WE HAD FOUGHT
ON THE SAME SIDE... DAMN!




SURVIVAL

Pages from the comic Survival, wRITTEN BY: Les Lilley, Spunk no.1,1979; Heavy Metal, no. 9, 1980

PAGES 43-44:

On the Same Side, originally published in
Strip Vidici 2, Beograd 1979; republished
in Pitanja no. 6/7, Zagreb 1979, and Metal
Hurlant no. 46, Paris 1979

The comic “Naistoj strani” was announced by
Metal Hurlant to be the most bizarre comic
of the decade. Loosely based on the Moebius
strip, it presents characters that fight with
imaginary enemies on the “other side” of the
strip, and get killed from the consequences
of their own actions. In the final sentence,
the last remaining character says: "All dead.
And for such a long time we have fought on

the same side. Damn.”

the fact that the first printing of their themed issue of Pitanja sold out so
quickly that the editors went back to press for another 2,000 copies.

At the time of the gradual expulsion of the Novi kvadrat, the new edito-
rial direction included the strong promotion of early, influential punk and
New Wave bands, so in a very real sense, Novi kvadrat was indeed a new
wave before the New Wave.

After leaving Polet, Ili¢ published comics in specialized local magazines,
such as Strip Vidici and Spunk, and some abroad as well. In 1977 the German
magazine Pardon published his first cover illustration, and the following
year, the famous Italian comic magazine Alter Alter published his first comic,

“Debil Blues.”

He also published work in a number of other magazines, including the
Italian Nuovo Mago and the French Charlie. And in 1979 he published “Na is-
toj strani” (On the same side) in Metal Hurlant.

In1979, he drew the comic that would be the last he published, “Survival.”
A story without words, on six boards, it was based on an original screenplay
by the famous English scriptwriter Les Lilley (1924-1998). It was published
inJanuary 1980 in the American magazine Heavy Metal.

He never again completed and published a new comic. Ili¢ has said on oc-
casion that he hasn’t ruled out the possibility of ever doing so, but he doesn’t
seeitas likely. »-
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Metal Hurlant

IN LATE 1974, WHILE ILIC WAS STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL, artists Jean Giraud

(also known as Moebius) and Phillipe Druillet became dissatisfied with how
they were being treated by the Parisian magazine Pilote. With the young

screenplay writer and publisher Jean Pierre Dionnet, they decided to form

Les Humanoides Associés, an association of comic book authors. The follow-
ing year, they started the magazine Metal Hurlant. Unburdened by any estab-
lished rules, their new magazine published comics that used sex, violence, and

politics, and examined issues of alienation, boredom, and the emptiness of
contemporary life to revolutionize the medium of comics.

The work of this mostly French group was greatly influenced by the American
underground scene, psychedelia, and the sexual revolution, but also the politi-
calideas of the counter cultural movement, and the revolutionary turbulences
of the sixties antiwar protest. Ili¢’s interests and work fit cleverly into this new
trend in comic book, and from the very beginning were absolutely in line with
theirideals, so it isunderstandable that his work had no trouble breaking through
and coming to the pages of European magazines, including Metal Hurlant, and
later to its American versions, Heavy Metal.

Heavy Metal even bought rights to Ili¢’s last published comic “Survival” for
its first animated film, but when Heavy Metal—The Movie appeared, in1981, the
animated version of Tli¢’s comic had been cut.

“They realized that my drawing was too complicated and they gave up,”
explained Ili¢.

“I tried to get my comic ‘Survival,’
which was published in Metal Hurlant,
to first be published in the local
magazine Spunk. This was my childish
spite. The comics that I liked the most
were always published abroad first
and would come to us only later. So 1
am somewhat adolescently sadistic
about this—I first publish my comics
here, and then Ilet them be published
abroad. It gives me great joy. Those
who want them, want them.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “COMIC ARTIST, STUBBORN—BOOM! SMASH!

BANG!” POLET NO. 124, ZAGREB, MARCH 5, 1980




“| eagerly await each new
edition of Spunk comics
magazine, clearly risking
each time to see another
new horrible comic by Mirko
lli¢. Although this time he
worked with the well-known
foreign screenwriter Les Lilley,
| did not notice any major
improvements.”

— DARKO GLAVAN, “NEW COMIC MAGAZINES—

OLD EDITION,” POLET, ZAGREB, MARCH 5, 1980

“I have been frequently reproached for many things—
usually by people from the industry. They blame me for
copying Moebius, almost through tracing paper. At the
same time, at the publication he owned, Metal Hurlant, he
wrote some very positive things about me. After all, many “Mirko Ili¢’s talent and the

comic books by foreign illustrators resemble each other—
take for example a number of people who worked on Rip
Kirby. No one reproaches them. Foreign artists certainly
have influenced us to a great extent. These effects were
exaggerated here, because people did not have enough
information. On the other hand, except Andrija Maurovic,
Jules Radilovi¢, and few others, we did not have many of
our own original comic book artists. The vast majority
copied foreign authors. They were not reproached either,
at least not publicly. I think that influences are being
overly emphasized. I am positive that I did a couple of
things in this medium that surely were new: a music
comic (‘Debil Blues’), a comic (‘On the Same Side’) that
Metal Hurlant declared to be the most bizarre comic book
of the decade. IfT had not done anything but these two
things, it would have been enough.”

—MIRKO \L\C, “COMIC BOOK ARTIST, STUBBORN—BOOM! SMASH! BANG!”

POLET NO. 124, MAY 3, 1980

value of his comics were
either overly praised or
completely negated. This was
probably because Mirko quite
persistently and stubbornly
follows only one way, his way.
His talent may be disputed,
but it is undeniable that his
energy and ambitions are
great.”

“RENE BAKALOVIC: COMIC BOOK ARTIST,

STUBBORN—BOOM! SMASH! BANG!”

POLET NO. 124, MAY 3, 1980
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“Back then, it seemed to me that we were the
last screwed up generation. But it turned out
that people born between 1953 and 1958 were
the only normal ones, the ones who did not

i it TR know what Stalinism was, what war was. We
were demanding from ourselves the same as

the Paris students in 1968 were - the impossible.
We wanted to be the best not in Zagreb, not in
Yugoslavia, but in the world. Our role models
were international.”

“"GREAT SCREWED-UP GENERATIONS,” FOCUS, ZAGREB, JUNE 2, 2000

Cover of Mladina, no. 41,
Ljubljana October, 15,1987,

COVER PHOTO: lvan Posavec
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Culture, Politics, and Scene

TO FULLY UNDERSTAND THE ART AND DESIGN SCENE in the early seven-
ties, it’s important to reject some popular myths about Communist repres-
sion and cultural prejudices.

“Ili¢ and the Novi kvadrat appeared around the mid-seventies, a time of
reaction to the events of the so-called Croatian Spring of *71, when every-
one was afraid to get their hands dirty,” Mario Bo$njak, editor of Start, said.

“Rigid conservative forces had been established, politicians had called out
their reserves, there were too many old guys in the war department. All of
these factions tried to suppress the cultural uprising. But this political fear
was an overreaction in my opinion. In the early *70s no one authorized me
to publish erotic stories by blacklisted writers. But I did and I never had any
problem from the government, which proved to me that so called blacklists
were all in our heads...”

In an interview with Ili¢ for Polet, Ljubomir Kljakic¢ said, “Most student  The front and the back page of the themed
and youth newspapers didn’t have to worry about the profitability of their edition "Psychiatry and Society” of the
publications since the money had already been allotted to them by the gov-  magazine vidici, no. 8, Belgrade, 1978
ernment. That’s why so many new publications have appeared in recent years.” o « o: Nikola Kostandinovi¢

Journalist and former editor of Polet Denis Kulji$ said, “What is so differ-
ent today from that time is the amazing amount of money that used to be
invested in students and youth culture. Every youth organization in Zagreb
had its own newspaper, magazine, or theater; some even started radio sta-
tions and sponsored rock festivals. Polet created the punk scene and helped
invent those bands. It was not private money, all of it was pumped in by the
state into that scene. Youth activities were, then, sponsored at the highest
level. In fact, the amount of money invested at that time was probably equal
to the entire amount allocated to arts and culture by the government today.”

“Our resistance to authority became apparent around this time,” said Ili¢.

“It all started with a letter sent to Polet by the magazine of the Central Com-
mittee of the League of Communists of Croatia asking us to stop printing
our anti-government articles. To which we sent a response back, which we
published under the title, a reference to a childrens counting-out thyme ‘The
Duck Is Sailing Across the Sava River, Carrying a Letter to the Top of the Head,
and This Letter Says I Do Not Love you Anymore.”

In an interview Ili¢ said, “Polet was being sponsored by the government,
which meant that, ironically, we were a part of the structure. But they made
the mistake of inviting us to give a lecture in the political school in FaZana,
where on one side was a police vacation resort, and on the other was vaca-
tion resort of the CK (Central Committee), and across the channel were the
Brioni Islands which housed Tito’s summer residence. So here we were one  promotional poster for Polet, 1979
night swimming naked in the ocean, singing anarchist songs. When the po-
lice came around midnight to ask us to stop, they could not do anything to us
because we were in a protected area. That was when the government hand
slapping started. The problem was that the newspaper was way too influential,
so, I think, the government wisely decided to reject Polet. Slowly at first, the
Polet staff infiltrated various other newspapers and radio and television sta-
tions, and so Polet disappeared, but other small Polets popped up everywhere.”

As media theorist Marina GrZini¢ noted in her 2002. article “Punk-strat-
egies, policies and amnesia,” “New Wave and punk marked a demarcation
between modernity and postmodernity. Postmodernism in contemporar art
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and culture came to Slovenia
and other parts of socialist Yu-
goslavia thanks to the punk and
alternative scene in Ljubljana.
Radical post-modernism was
the result of the punk and un-
derground rock ’and’ roll move-
ments.”

Regardless of how punk and
New Wave were received by the
local environment, the bottom
line is that they were well re-
ceived by the youth, which
means that on some level there
must have been a cultural need for them as an expression and a voice of a new
generation, ready to transform into a dynamic cultural scene.

Of course, we should not get carried away by the myth of authenticity of
the New Wave scene; it was attractive precisely due to its dualism, the way it
used to mix different influences and dialogues. How is information that came
from foreign sources —be it the comic magazines and music, Metal Hurlant,
or the New Musical Express—processed in a domestic, local context, how are
ideas and strategies shifted from the “low” pop cultural to the “high” elite
culture and vice versa?

This New Wave scene, however can—and even should—be seen as the
culmination of a process that had its foundation in phenomena and events
of the previous decades, such as EXAT 51, the New Tendencies, Gorgona, the
Zagreb Music Biennale, Theatre &TD, IFSK, GEFF and experimental films
like Carnival (Black Wave), the emergence of conceptual art, the SC Gallery,
Belgrade SKC, and others.

In the area of popular culture, the period from the 1960s to the ’80s was
the finest hour of the Socialist state, the moment when the proclaimed aspi-
ration toward Socialist modernization happily coincided with the liberaliza-
tion of society and aesthetic modernism. It became a cultural scene that was
not confined to ethnic, national, or even state boundaries, and local criteria
was created, or at least it seemed so to its participants.

This culture created an “imaginary community,” not in terms of nation,
but in terms of a unique cultural space in which the urban scenes—primar-
ily Belgrade, Zagreb, Ljubljana, Sarajevo and Skopje, Rijeka, Split, Osijek, and
Novi Sad communicated with one another, and exchanged ideas and support
systems.

A dynamic cultural space gradually formed in Yugoslavia and was circulated
by way of a variety of artistic practices that mutually interacted, and were
mutually infused with new ideas and enriched. Personalities such as Tomislav
Gotovac were linking early Fluxus-inspired events with the Black wave (he
performed in the notorious movie Plastic Jesus), structuralist and experimen-
tal film (GEFF), striking and provocative public performances, Polet, the New
Wave scene and so on. Similar activities were undertaken by the artist Goran
Trbuljak, the writer and translator David Albahari, as well as by institutions
such as Zagreb’s SC Gallery with the Kugla glumiSte independent theater
group and the New Wave band Haustor or Belgrade SKC with the circle around
the Sre¢na galerija (Happy Gallery) led by Slavko Timotijevic, Izgled magazine,
and project-band Kozmetika, photographer Dragan Papic and project Decaci
(Boys) that would evolve into the band VIS Idoli.

Interestingly, the first translation of one of the most important books on
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For the independent theater group Kugla glumiste, Ili¢ has

shaped a figure of a lizard. It appeared for the first time

in the theater play “Mekani brodovi” (The Soft Ships), and
then in the “Gospodar ledenih strojeva” (The Lord of Ice
Machines). The drawing was published in the Gordogan no
1, from the archives of Branko Matan. RIGHT: Photo from the

performance of “Mekani brodovi,” courtesy of Zeljko Zorica.

“I remember only that he was one of the
first people | met who worked a lot.

At that time, it was not cool. Laziness
and lack of ambition were cool, so people
would actually hide the fact that they
worked hard. For instance, | was hiding
from my friends that | was really studying;
| cursed and blamed the necessity for
good grades on the university. Even Polet
was made easily, by itself, so that Mirko's
perseverance—today | would call it
focus—was unusual.

At the same time, Mirko was so
handsome and the idioculture of Zvecka
was so macho and puerile, that Mirko's
steps of accepting responsibilities—to his
work, talent, and marriage—seemed even
weirder.”

—INES SABALIC



contemporary cultural theory, Subculture: The Meaning of Style by Dick Heb- “The appearance of the

dige, was published in Yugoslavia shortly after it was released in the UK in = town suddenly changed.
1980.%! This points not only to awareness of the cultural elite that actively ~Everything was open later,
monitored and accepted the world’s theoretical achievements and discus- the crowd hung out longer,
sions, but also the self-awareness of the New Wave scene of that time, the  but for me it all melted

fact that its own position, its social context and status were reviewed, ques- into one long day and a very,
tioned within and through the work the scene itself. Confirming this is the very long night.”

appearance of the collection of texts, photos, and lyrics Drugom stranom (ON  —mirko ILIC, "IN SRETNO DIJETE (HAPPY

the Other Side), which back in 1982 and ’83 represented an attempt to doCU-  ciLp),” FraKTURA, ZAGRES 2004.

ment and reflect what was still happening.

Itisimportant, especially in the context of nineties events, to stress again
that the then evolving cultural scene was developing without respect to na-
tional borders, even if those borders meant that the products of the scene—
records, magazines, and so on—were rarely distributed internationally, and
when they were, their reach was limited. Even if they could not reach the
production standards of the West, the authors were imposing global stan-
dards of thinking on their own work.

Speaking about this, Ili¢ said: “I never thought I did comics just for Za-
greb—perhaps because I've always been ambitious—I’ve always worked for
the whole world.”

The work of Novi kvadrat, or to be precise, the work of Ili¢, an author who
was published mostly abroad in this period, represented the best-known in-

ternationally, something that in this genre could obviously be measured with KBA
; ; BIJELODUE
foreign production. CLEKTRIEN] ““rllm

Remembering those days, in Polet, Ili¢ said, “It was a time of idea exchange,
matching intellectual wits... I learned then to be daring and ask for the im-
possible. We had the feeling that we were shattering institutions, we did not IHIH W
want to succeed here, we wanted to compete with the entire world, because '1“ HL'! AKROBATA
we believed that there were no limits.” u filmu IGORA MIRKOYICA
A question could be asked today if this “imagined community,” because of
its relative media success and the creative dynamism of the participants of
the scene, a young, intellectual audience, partly made invisible some realities
of social life that soon took over the hegemony and consequently ruined the
framework within which this culture existed and was possible.
It should be emphasized that it still was a time of strong bipolar division
of the world, when the possibility of the decline of the Commu-
011 Dick Hedbige: ~ nist world did not seem probable. Perhaps because Yugoslavia
Subculture: The Meaning  survived Tito’s death without threats of foreign invasion or a civil
of Style (Methuen, London ~ War people believed that changes would go slowly, that nothing
1979), translated as~ Will change dramatically.
Potkultura: znacenje stila Except for certain parts of Ljubljana around the SKUC Forum,
(Rad, Belgrade 1980).  the subculture scene failed to establish any specific infrastructure  sretno dijete (Happy Child), 2004
From today's view, itis ~ OF organization. Shortly after that, the support for youth culture  sright light comes out of windows of Zvetka
interesting that the first ~ Was 1o longer sufficient, and their own newspapers such as Polet  caffe on a poster for documentary movie about
print run was 3000 copies, ~ and SL were in a constant state of crisis and turmoil. As it was a  New Wave scene in Zagreb.
but also that the book was  parasite on the financial and organizationalinfrastructure of youth  oi: igor Mirkovic
translated by the acclaimed ~ and student organizations, with their destruction in the period  euoro: Luka Mjeda;
writer and translator David  of the decline of Communism, the scene was on the street, it col-  oesion anp piciTaL eniming: Mirko lli¢
Albahari, aninfluential  lapsed and was gone for good.
promoter of post- Speaking about Studentski list and Polet, the editors often em-
modernismin literature and ~ phasized that there were two fundamental concepts: regional, in
person strongly associated ~ Which every part of Croatia did have its space that it filled with
with the post-punk/New  information about local events (this principle was probably partly
wavescene.  Wanted by the party structures which were funding youth press),
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“Roman Cieslewicz’s and the concept of “urban” model, which focused on what is important to

Amnesty International young people regardless of where they live through the universal values of
poster from 1975 struck topics. This continuous commitment of the editors to “urban” model of news-
me with its roughness papers was instigating cultural production that used referent frames of city
and simplicity. At a time scenes, which did not take into account the national context of culture and its
when splashy color was in ethnic definitions, which will become so important not even a decade later. It
style (the age of airbrush is not surprising that in many ways representatives of those scenes appeared  v.v.Mayakovsky: Slap in
and chrome), Cieslewicz as opposition, traitors of the national cause, “witches,” “Soros’s mercenaries”  the Face of Public Taste,

produced this symmetrical, and members of a cultural emigration. Of course, a part of them was on the  Theatre 79,1982
bold poster in simple black-  “other” side, in roles of editors of kriegsblatt, cynical manipulators and war  oesion: studio SLS /
and-white with emphasized profiteers. Ili¢ will see typical continuity in this: “They were the same people  wirko lli¢

halftones. This innovative that were throwing us out from Polet, Start, Danas...” SILKSCREEN PRINT: Studio S
roughness was embraced The collapse of the New Wave scene preceded the collapse of Yugoslavia.

several years later in the When Ili¢ went to America in 1986, the scene was in its late stage, already on  kup (cultural-Artistic
punk style. Twenty-five the wane, and as the best expression of sublime beauty in the period between  association) Veljko

years later, Istill find myself the two deaths of Tito’s—real in 1980 and the symbolic with the disintegra- viahovié, poster,

trying to recreate the power tion of his ideological project in the early nineties—works were created by  eroro: Slobodan Tadi,

of that image.” groups gathered in Neue Slowenische Kunst. But this is another story. » SILKSCREEN PRINT SC, 1980
—MIRKO ILIC IN SAGMEISTER: MADE YOU LOOK,

2001, PG. 27

KULTURNO-UMJETNICKO DRUST

VELJKO VLAHOVI

NOVI ZAGREB

GODINA
| AKTIVNOSTI |

. 5.4.1980. DOM_KULTURE
*STUDENTSKI GRAD-

DRUZINA. GRUPA SLOBODND
FOLKLORNT ANSANBL.

52



V. V. MAJAKCVSKI

TEKSTCVEE CDABRAC | GCVYCRI : GCRAN MATCVIC

CENTAR ZA KULTURU NOVI ZAGREB - NASELJE FEBRUARSKIH ZRTAVA 12 - TEATAR '19

CULTURE, POLITICS, AND SCENE 53




54

. =)

The Ideology of the Hometown Girl

Start no. 269, May 16,1979. The illustration accompanying
an article by Veselko TenZera on “the phenomenon of nudity
that long ago swamped all visual media (Start too), and the

double standard in ‘consuming’ such a phenomenon.”



A Start at Start Magazine

AFTER A COUPLE OF YEARS FOCUSING ON comics, Ili¢ turned away from the
comfort of the medium. The reasons are many, but it was due mostly to the
bitterness he felt after he was let go from Polet and after the break up of the
Novi kvadrat. Drawing comics also became a grind for Ili¢. Constantly an-
swering to the larger companies and their demands meant “turning the best
place on Earth into hell.” Besides, as Ili¢ often says, one of his best qualities
is the ability to “know when to leave.” In the eighties the comic industry was
stalling, perhaps even declining, not only in Croatia and what was then Yugo-
slavia, but also, in the whole of Europe. New generations were interested in
other things, some of the most important comic magazines were dying out.
The graphic novel became a more dominant form, favoring a more classical
narrative. New techniques in digital animation were combining the comic aes-
thetic with film more. After making some exceptional breakthroughsin the
comic form with Debil Blues, Shakti, Otvoreni strip (Open Comic), Vodoravno
iokomito (Horizontally and Vertically), Na istoj strani (On the Same Side), Ili¢
started looking for new creative challenges in other fields.

By the time he left Polet, he was regularly publishing illustrations in Za-
greb’s Start magazine, an illustrated magazine with an unusual past that em-
bodied some of the former Yugoslavia’s cultural peculiarities.

It started in 1969 as an automobile magazine. But following the trend of
sexual liberalization at the end of the sixties and the beginning of the sev-
enties, it began publishing centerfolds of naked women, which became its
recognizable trademark up to its last issue in 1991.

In 1973, after a hundred and five issues, Sead Sara(‘fevi(:, was hired as editor- Dpecisions One Way, Businesses the Other Way
in-chief. Saraevi¢ appointed Mario Bo3njak as his editor. BoSnjak had the key  start no. 306, October 15,1980
position in the daily operations of the magazine, while Saracevi¢ brought in
many new authors. These were the first steps towards making Start a “legiti-
mate” publication, although for years many readers continued to buy it se-
cretly, hiding it when they got home “so the kids didn’t see.” New so-called
high-culture topics were introduced, articles on popular culture were more
serious, and the magazine also frequently included travelogues, reports, and
political and historical features. Special attention was given to serious and
lengthy interviews.

Asjournalist Vesna Kesic¢ points out: “The popularity of graphic design co-
incided with that aesthetic development of Start and ran parallel to its “de-
pornographization.” Zoran Pavlovi¢, a designer from Zagreb, did the first

“polishing” in 1973; this was followed by a major one in 1976, which led to a
“third Start.” The latter was done by Roman Cieslewicz, a Polish designer, who
was brought from Paris for the two-hundredth issue. !

Cieslewicz already had a contact with Zagreb through the designer and
artist Ivan Picelj. So in 1973, the SC Gallery (Student Center) together with
GZH (Croatian Graphic Institute) published his illustrated book No!

“[Art historian and critic] Vera Horvat Pintari¢ brought Roman Cieslewicz
to Zagreb, having first met him in the 1960s when he was going West”, said
BosSnjak. “That was when he had just redesigned Elle Paris. Later
011 Vesna Kesic: Sead  he came to Start on two occasions, first was for the two-hundredth
saratevic —  issue. His slogan for that issue was ‘200 Starts is just a start!”” Discussions, Debates, Pamphlets, Apologies
Savoir vivre, Start no. 500, At the time, newspaper graphics were getting a lot of attention  start no. 397, April 7,1984
March19,1988  from Start’s publishing house, Vjesnik. This is evident from their  aiso published in Panorama, May 28,1984
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“The only illustration I did that wasn’t
published in Start was one I drew for
an article about Goli otok, a prison
camp for political prisoners in the
fifties, and the fact that it was finally
possible to write about it. However,
when I handed in my illustration I

‘forgot’ that it was possible to write
about it, but not to draw.”

—MIRKO \L\C, “THE WANTONNESS OF A NEW BEGINNING,”

NEDELJNA BORBA, BELGRADE, MARCH 14—15, 1987

How the Party History

is Being Created,
Start no. 367,
February 2,1983
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adding new printing presses, and inviting one of the most prominent avant-
garde names to redesign the magazine. All of this was partly the result of a
general trend to continuously improve the quality of visual communications
and newspaper graphics (as reflected in the Pop Express magazine designed by
Mihajlo Arsovski at the end of the sixties and the design of books and maga-
zines by Zoran Pavlovi¢ for CDD/CKD). It was also partly the result of efforts
to develop awareness for design (marked by the founding of the Centre for
industrial design and its activities, and by the project for visual identity of Za-
greb’s radio and television station RTZ).%?

When invited to redesign Start, Cieslewicz supposedly said “what do you
need me for when you have Arsovski” and after he redesigned it, he even tried
to get Arsovski to take it over as the art director but he declined. Years later,
in a private conversation, Arsovski commented: “That man sweated blood. I
knew that it wasn’t for me,” and pointed to the fact that the ultimate design
did not exactly match hisinitial plans. “I saw his redesign proposals and what
was actually published. It didn’t take the editorial team long to water it down!”

The editorial office obviously noticed that too, because Cieslewicz would
be invited to redesign Start again in 1981.

“Cieslewicz had not really changed us that much, because Zoran Pavlovi¢
had already given us a contemporary look”, said Mario BoSnjak. “We always
had problems with frames, lines, and knock-out type. Cieslewicz pruned
the design, simplified it, and removed all knock-out type, which I personally
always opposed. He actually taught the whole place to rethink what it was
doing editorially and updated everything graphically.”

Cieslewicz’s redesign of Start set standards. Many of his choices seem ob-
vious today. For example, the quality of the photographs became more im-
portant than the number of them. A good photograph was worth more than
five that were so-so. The design was simplified, all that was redundant was
thrown out, giving more place to new visual material as well asillustration—a
place Ili¢ knew how to fill. The editorial office soon realized how much of an
effect his involvement had on the quality of Start magazine.

After its first redesign in 1978, Start appealed to many other illustrators
from Novi kvadrat. It is also worth noting that during these years Start’s cir-
culation was between 180,000 and 200,000 copies.

“Beside Mirko, there was Igor Kordej.” Bo$njak said. “We soon run out of
space to publish all the works of all these illustrators, so we sent him to illus-
trate other Vjesnik publications. We had too many good illustrators to publish.
We had Radovan Devli¢ and KreSimir Skorzet—who

illustrated smaller columns. Of them all, Mirko had

the most powerful ideas; he could get the greatest ef-
fect with minimal drawing, unlike Skozret, who had to

knock himself out every time. He would give himself
so much work that he rarely could finish on time, so

part of hisillustration would be top quality and the rest
would be sloppy, simply because he ran out of time.”

Up to this point illustrations in newspapers were
usually used to accompany feature columns or topics,
rather than news pieces.

Start was, for most of its existence, printed on a ro-
togravure press, which came out well when printed
on quality paper. This printing technology made it
possible for the magazine to have both full color and
black-and-white pages. High-quality coated paper was
imported and usually expensive, so used rarely (es-

02 | From the very beginning, a rotogravure
press was used to print Start and after
1973, it was replaced with a new rotation
acquired for the printing of VUS—Zagreb
weekly newspaper, Wednesday Herald.
Mario Bo3njak: “In those days a scanner
was a great wonder. The first scanner was
as big as a table and we all went to see it. It
was left over from general manager Bozo
Novak, whose greatest credit is always
keeping Vjesnik at the technological top in
this part of the world. It was also one of the
biggest publishing houses in central Europe.
Italy did not have such a big publishing
house—it had four or five smaller ones.

Now, is that good or not...”
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Censorship for Self-Censorship, Start no. 340, January 30, 1982

pecially from the end of the seventies). The low quality of the paper was
especially evident on full color pages. This was the reason why black and white
illustration had an important position in Start. Of course, the lead article had a
full page reserved for an illustration, and for years those were usually Mirko’s.

Start was really the first modern magazine in the former Yugoslavia. Illus-
tration was not something casually included if there happened to be empty
space left on the page, but was seen as an equal part in the presentation of
the content. The turning point was the works of Fadil Vejzovi¢, who in 1975
began working as a designer/art editor and a kind of an art director. Vejzovi¢
began adapting the style of illustration to fit the theme of the article. He
changed techniques and visual languages, introduced the airbrush technique,
and did a series of excellent illustrations—at least from an artistic viewpoint

“The fact that in the beginning
many authors did not want
to sign their illustrations
tells a great deal about the
status Start had. There
was a so-called law on
pornography: publications
deemed as pornographic
paid higher taxes. So by using
photographs and illustrations,
we tried to have an erotic
section that would not be
seen as pornography. The
great painter Josip VaniSta was
the first to illustrate an erotic
story, but he never wanted to
sign any of those illustrations.
He drew very sophisticated
illustrations, but they were
a bit out of contextina
newspaper.

| came in for the one-
hundredth issue and after
another hundred issues,
Start had become a cultural
fact. Sead Saracevi¢ was an
amazing editor and had full
confidence in his associates. A
whole generation of people
from student newspapers
in those days came to work
here. The fact that people did
not want to sign their work
changed with time and they
slowly began standing in line
to get something published.”

—MARIO BOSNJAK
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Short Hot Summer—Bonn:

Some Like it Nostalgic,
Start no. 327, August 1,1981
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(the most prominent are the ones from 1976 for a feature series on gulags in
Siberia). However, it was the work of young Ili¢ that brought freshness to
Start. Simply by using the illustrations as a visual interpretation of the piece,
the newspaper illustration became a commentary.

In the five-hundredth issue of Start, in a piece dedicated to the history of
Start’s illustration, editor Marko Gr¢i¢ wrote:

“Although Fadil Vejzovi¢ set out Start’s illustration style, he could not,
as a painter, bear the inevitable consequence: the need to subsume
himself time and time again to the assignment, while at the same time
strictly differentiating these activities from those of a painter. Then,
however, another new generation of illustrators came, from a milieu
closer to journalism—i.e., from comics. They were Mirko Ili¢ and Igor
Kordej. It was already clear from their first illustrations that this was
the medium of their artistic destiny. Mirko Ili¢ is, according to a few
important factors, an entirely isolated phenomenon in the history of
our illustration—he chose this vocation as a destiny; he is exceptionally
creative and is the only one with a truly worldwide reputation. He has
something in common with Oto Reisinger, a well-known caricaturist
from the older generation. Although the comparison may seem absurd,
with both of them their art stands high above what they are able to say
about it; they both have an incredible ability to recognize order where
everyone else sees chaos or to discern disorder and absurdity where
others see order. Often Start’s authors and editors became aware of
the final impact of an article only when Ili¢ handed in his illustration
for the assigned topic. His drawings are hard, stiff, almost stylized, and
ideal for expressing the peculiar Ili¢ humor, sometimes in the form
of cynicism, but mostly giving a clear insight into something that is
senseless and at the same time deadly. Ili¢ has an extremely journalistic
way of thinking. When following up on a current story he never picks up
an old, already-used-up idea; his artistic reasoning is usually a particular
answer to a given—sometimes not well-defined—assignment and since
his illustrations always provoke reaction, it seems as though reality itself
creates his themes...

As far as Start is concerned, perhaps Ili¢’s most important
contribution was to show that editorial illustrations had a life and
meaning of their own and should be considered separately from the
world of fine art. That was something the Americans recognized far
better. However, before becoming a global star of illustration, Ili¢
rather relentlessly stoked the growing passions of Yugoslavia’s youth
and helped stir the generation’s revolt. At the same time, he was also
designing his own personality—a visible one (outfit and haircut) and
an invisible one (attitude and world view) to avoid being confused with
others. In other words: Ili¢ had created a new world even before he made
his first comic and drew his first (immediately perfect) illustrations
within Novi kvadrat. Of course, in true Ili¢ fashion, he was immediately
an outstanding illustrator. It was as if he came out of nowhere.”*®

In May 1982 Ili¢ began working with the Italian weekly Panorama, a step that
eventually would take him to New York four years later. »

03 | Marko Gr¢i¢: Rescue

from art, Start no. 500,
March 19, 1988.
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When a Machine Has Feelings,

Start no. 324, June 20, 1981

Expensive Children of Summerhill, Great Sin on the Small Screen, Pedagogical catechism against sex,

Start no. 301, August 6, 1980 Start no. 325, July 4,1981 Start no. 376, June 18,1983
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Measure Against Measure, Consumer Sold to Consumption,

Start no. 257, November 29,1978 Start no. 258, December 13,1978
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“As we moved from a student press
to a professional press, young artists
began doing the opposite of what
we were doing. I found these results
satisfying. Let them think I’'m old,
that my work is not good, that it’s
time for new ideas—I like that. Let
them fight me with their work. That
was the reason I brought illustrator
Igor Kordej, a colleague, to Start—to
be my rival. Up to that point I did
two illustrations per issue; after he
came I did only one. But Kordej was
my guarantee that I would keep on
doing a good job and that I would not
withdraw into my own shell. This
was arivalry in the best possible
sense: sometimes I had a better trick,
I drew a better illustration, I got a
better idea, and so on. That was the
way we helped each other. The easiest
thing to do is to sit back in a comfy
chair and live peacefully for the rest
of your life. But who needs that?”

—MIRKO \LIC, “SLOW, BAD AND EXPENSIVE,” ZUM

REPORTER NO. 846, BELGRADE, FEBRUARY 10, 1983

Are Yugoslavs Lazy,

Start no. 420, February 23,1985

SEV - Unity of Opposed Interests,

Start no. 403, June 30,1984



Do We Need Foreign Capital,
Start no. 378, July 16,1983

“Mirko brought with him an important thing—a new perspective

on the function of illustration. He was really the first to treat
illustration as equal to the text, not as a secondary part of an
article. lllustration did not copy the idea, rather it developed
and commented on the ideas in the text. Mirko was definitely
the first among our illustrators to do something like that.
What Arsovski and Bucan did for graphic design in Yugoslavia,
Mirko did for illustration—he turned a new page. Nothing
was as it used to be. First, there was astonishment, then
acceptance, and then came copying. They tried to copy Mirko
too, but that was a bit too hard. You could copy what was less
important—the technique and the drawing, but you could
not copy the way he thought. Thanks to his enormous artistic
and conceptual capacity, illustration became something
completely different from what it used to be in Croatian
journalism. He would receive the text and then he would
perhaps call me to tell me what kind of a surprise he had for
me. In my time none of his illustrations were ever rejected...”

— MARIO BOSNJAK

From Rags to Riches,
Start no. 254,
October 18,1978

Is Justice Made

of Paper?,

Start no. 257,
November 29,1978

Who Is Not to Be in the
Communist League,
Start no. 370,

March 26,1983
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Yugoslav Foreign Currency Dilemmas, OPPOSITE PAGE With a Car Through the CIA pushing drugs?
Start no. 421, March 9,1985 Amateurs by Profession Wall, Start no. 316, Start no. 262,
Start no. 265, March 21,1979 February 28,1981 February 2,1979
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Balls and Flippers for Colorful Takeoffs Second Youth of the Old Music Sexual Side of the Brain
Start no. 250, August 23,1978 Start no. 290, March 5,1980 Start no. 315, February 14, 1981
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The Reality of a Californian
Dream, Start br. 342,
February 27,1982

Firstillustration published
in foreign magazine,
German satire magazine

Pardon, 1977
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2 pardon %‘

[llustration with Slavenka Drakuli¢'s text,

Duga, Belgrade, 1982

The state does not strike back,

Start no. 352, July 17,1982
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Knowledge at a Higher Price,

Start no. 293, April 16,1980

A START AT START MAGAZINE 1978-85 65



ALLEEL LUV ERAUU LRV

Milisav VESOVIC / MO

[EEHETEEIEEIEED  “Those illustrations from Start were seen by the
amama people from Panorama, and they liked them a lot,
' so their manager for international affairs came
O e nE to Zagreb, contacted me, asked me to send him
copies, which I did, but after that there was silence. I
thought I was forgotten, when suddenly Panorama
appeared, with my illustration. Later they called me
in for a visit, and so I used to draw illustrations in
1 my hotel room. They purchased a range of my works
avastion 8y 0 | from Start, which was quite a nice way of showing
GRCATE ROSS, that what I was doing was not one of those things
Jiomommia ‘ ’ ’ | called ‘They live only for today, throw them away
| 2 s
Terroristi di-Palazzo and it’s over.’ They still find them interesting even
e though I made them four years ago. In addition, they
say that they are very convenient since they can be

CERNENKO E | MILITARY

Cernenko e i militari Terrorism and Mafia used for some other texts.”

Panorama no.962, September 24,1984, Panorama no.990, April 7,1985, —MIRKO ILI¢, “SLOW, BAD, AND EXPENSIVE,” ZUM REPORTER, NO. 846, BELGRADE
AD: Franko Lefevre, AD: Mirko lli¢ & Franko Lefevre, OCTOBER 2, 1983

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢ pHOTO: Luka Mjeda
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DO YOU WANT TO GO TO VENICE WITH ME, my father asked. Of course, I
said (actually screamed). Mirko, mom, I'm going to Venice, I said. But on

the day of the departure, I had a very high fever and a horrible cough and I
couldn’t go. I cried and cried. Father went anyway and met up with my new
stepmother. (A year later he moved to Canada with her).

“Don’t cry,” Mirko said. “As soon as you get better, I will take you to
Milan, ok? Milan?” OK, OK, I said and obediently drank tea with honey
and took two aspirin. A few weeks later, good to his word, we boarded the
night train to Milan. Mirko had a Walkman and was listening to Lou Reed’s
album Transformer. He soon fell asleep, and I listened to his Walkman all
night long and watched dark shadows pass on the ceiling. We woke up in
Milan. In the lobby of a small cheap hotel where Mirko had stayed several
times before, we had a problem: I was 15 and, even though he was my
stepfather, he was only 27. He seemed too young to be my father, and since
we didn’t share the same last name, they didn’t want to let us share a room
and we had no money for two. Mirko was irate. “I am her father!” he yelled,

“To sono il Padre, capisci?” Confronted by this surge of anger, the clerk gave in.

We threw our things into the room and went out for a coffee and cake.
Then we boarded the bus and went to the publishing house. After an
eternity on the bus, we arrived at a huge skyscraper standing on columns,
surrounded by a lake full of swans. The editorial departments of a number
of fashion magazines that Mirko did work for were there. The foyer teemed
with models. Interesting people crowded the elevators, chaos ruled each
floor. A tall blonde with short hair offered us a chewing gum. Later on I
saw her pictures in Amica. While Mirko was working, I was chewing my
gum and listening to the Walkman. It was all “A Walk on the Wild Side”
for me. After that we had some spaghetti and returned to the hotel. Mirko
unscrewed the chandelier, put in a 100-watt bulb, set the table in the
middle of the room and said: “OK, now you go to sleep, I have to draw a

little bit!” Only then I realized that we were not tourists but gastarbeiter.

01

He handed me a new Peter Gabriel tape. I plugged myself in and fell asleep.
In the morning I found him asleep with his head on the table. We went

to Mondadori where he introduced me to some people from the fashion
industry. Someone asked me if I wanted to be a model. I had puffed red
hair and tight overalls with a leopard pattern. I thought they were joking
and stared at the floor. Peter Gabriel had given me strength to endure their

01| Gastarbeiter is German
for “guest worker” (or “guest
workers”—the plural is the
same as the singular). It
refers to migrant workers
who had moved to Germany
mainly in the 1960s and '70s,
seeking work as part of a
formal guest worker program
(Gastarbeiterprogramm)
The word is commonly

used in the region of former
Yugoslavia to mean locals

working abroad

gazes. In the afternoon we strolled through the Piazza Duomo
and crawled through small streets full of exclusive boutiques. In
one of them I tried to choose between leopard and black high
top sneakers, but was unable to decide. Mirko bought both for
me. I was happy. Spaghetti ... 100-watt light bulbs... Walkman...
He worked hard every night, all night long. In the afternoons
we would go to the movies, and once we even went to a club,
with some fashion people. I did not dance, I just looked around.
I don’t think that Mirko was very in to the scene either. He
was half dead from all the work. But he wanted to give me
something, to be my father, there, in Milan, when we were
gastarbeiter. >

By Rujana JEGER

Rujana Jeger, daughter of Slavenka Drakuli¢

and lli¢’s step-daughter, posed for the cover
of ARA—Artistic work action Belgrade ‘81
(Jugoton 1981, LSY-61650), a compilation

LP of ten New Wave bands from Belgrade:
Radnicka kontrola, Bezobrazno zeleno,
Profili profili, Defektno efektni, Urbana
gerila, Petar i zli vuci, U Skripcu, Pasta ZZ, Via
Talas, TV moroni.

D: Studio SLS, pHOTO: Radovan Sredic;

MAKE UP: Dinka Zavrski

GASTARBEITER 67



Prljavo kazaliste: Prljavo kazaliste, Suzy 1979, LP 332, PHOTO ON THE BACK COVER: SiniSa Knaflec

Prljavo kazaliste:

My Father Was in the War
Suzy 1979, SP 1212

“The term ‘star’ is relative. When I lived in Zagreb, just as I was
starting out, I was designing covers for a well-known group
in Croatia. Their front man, still in high school at that time,
was sitting at my home shaking his head, dubiously watching
my design concept. He was being very dramatic, overacting,
pondering. Then Slavenka Drakuli¢, to whom I was married at the
time, entered the apartment, and my client, seeing his professor,
got up briskly and stuttered that everything was fine. The cover
became wonderful, and he greeted his teacher and slipped away.
The ‘star’ was, in fact, playing hooky so that he could come to me
for a meeting. So much for the stars.”

—MIRKO ILIE, “I LIKE TO MAKE A FUSS,” GLORIA NUMBER 384



Everybody Dance. Now!

RECORD DESIGN IN YUGOSLAVIA underwent a rapid change in the mid sev-
enties. Pop and rock acts gradually started to take center stage and a new cri-
teria was being imposed for the record industry. Bijelo dugme—the band of
now internationally famous Goran Bregovi¢c—set new standards in the Yu-
goslav record industry. All of a sudden, what band members looked like, the
sound and lighting of concerts, album-cover design became the main focus.
Soon enough, with development of early TV video clips, even concerts lost
their role as the primary way a band was experienced. Instead, their main
purpose was to promote a record. The twelve-inch record was no longer seen CRNO sB\:i' JEE'-_:
as amere collection of hit singles, but as a well-rounded creative structure of
an author and the product of collaboration. Musicians, as well as critics and
audiences, were paying more attention to the role of a producer, arranger, re-
cording engineer, and also album-cover designer. In other words, which had
become common practice in the West (starting in the mid-sixties with the
Beatles’ Revolver and Velvet Underground and Nico “banana album” with
Andy Warhol’s cover), had also taken root in Yugoslavia. It was a modernist
paradigm shift in which the album is perceived as a whole creative package of
artistic expression, with design being just as important part as the songs and
production. And with Ili¢’s generation it became common practice. And let
us add that record sleeves that were their main path into the art and design.
For instance, influence of Barney Bubbles early seventies covers for British
space rock band Hawkwind is obvious in his early SF comics and illustrations.
In late sixties, album covers were first seen as mere packaging but then prijavo Kazaliste: Black and White World,
gradually they were regarded as art. Despite the occasional involvement of  suzy1980, LP 343, pHoTo: Marko Coli¢
some well-known designers, such as Mihajlo Arsovski, Ivan Picelj, Boris Bucan,
and Borislav Ljubici¢, it was only with Dragan S. Stefanovi¢’s high-profile work
for Bijelo dugme that the role of designer and his work actually attracted the
attention of the audience. Around the same time, in 1974, the young music
critic and art history student Darko Glavan organized the very first Yugoslav
exhibition of foreign album covers in the Gallery SC in Zagreb. Another im-
portant milestone was the emergence of the first album by the Slovenian
band BuldoZer, Pljuni istini u o¢i (Spit in the eye of truth) (ALTA / PGP RTB
1975). The cover design for the album loosely follows the conceptual album
Thick as a Brick by Jethro Tull. Designed as a newspaper that included comics,
illustrations, short stories, and fake advertisements, its raw, black humor, and
complex relationship with the contents of the record brought a new spirit to
the Yugoslav music scene. The design was signed by Slavko Fur-
011 Nine record publishing ~ 1an, but in accordance with the general newspaper format, it was
houses operated in Yugoslavia  primarily the collective work of band members and their friends.
with ten labels and five When Ili¢ started to design record covers, the most important
records factories - Jugoton  Tecord company in Yugoslavia at the time was Jugoton in Zagreb.*
and suzy in Zagreb, kT8 Most of its record covers were done by the photographer and de-  prijavo Kazaliste: Hero of the Street,
and Jugodisk in Belgrade, ~ Signer Ivan Ivezi¢, who was basically a one-man in-house design  suzy1981, L 363, iLLusTraTION: Igor Korde]
ZKP RTV Ljubljana, Helidon  Studio. In hindsight, Ivezi¢’s work deserves further exploration
from Maribor, Diskoton ~ but he was primarily a talented photographer who willingly met
and sarajevodisk from  the music industry’s narrow requirements for design at the time.
sarajevo and Diskos from  That being essentially a photograph of the artist on the front cov-
Aleksandrovac primarily €T, With the back cover containing information about the songs,
focused on folkmusic.  usually with some radical colorful composition of geometrical

PRLJAVO
KAZALISTE

it
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DOZIVJETI STOTU

Bijelo dugme:

Till You Turn 100,
Jugoton 1980, LSY-10003
pHOTO: Zeljko Stojanovi¢
Slides of plastic surgeries
through VPA

(Vjesnik's Press Agency)

“For some reason or another
the Bijelo dugme record cover
had to be finished immediately.
So | had just few hours to find
a model willing to pose semi
nude, so | had to persuade
some girl in front of the
Zvecka caffe. That was the way
we had to work.”

—IGOR MIRKOVIC, “SRETNO DIJETE,”

FRAKTURA, ZAGREB, 2004, STR. 59

DOZIVJETI STOTU



abstractions. Today these “reverse sides” look much more interesting than
the often naive and funny photographed covers, which were shot without
any stylist or makeup artists, and very often in brutal natural light without
any retouching.

It was the so-called New Wave movement that radically changed this prac-
tice, by improving production quality and opening the door to more creative
approaches and new designers, including Ili¢. While he might have been the
biggest name to enter the field at the time, others included Igor Kordej, Ba-
chrach and KriStofi¢, design partnership Aux Maniere, and musician/artists
with diverse multimedia interests, like Ivan Piko Stanci¢, Goran Vejvoda,
Vladimir Jovanovi¢, Koja, and Srdan Gile Gojkovic.

The growth of the area’s music scene was rapid. In 1976 Jugoton worked
with only eight Yugoslav rock bands releasing eight singles and six LP records.
In 1981 that grew to twenty-five bands, thirty singles released, and sixteen
LP records. While typical record releases at the time sold between ten and
twenty thousand copies, the best selling local performers at the end of the
decade, (bands such as Bijelo dugme, Novi fosili, Srebrna krila, and singer
Zdravko Coli¢) were selling between two hundred and four hundred thousand
records. The leader of Bijelo dugme, Goran Bregovi¢, once said that they sold
more records than there were record players in Yugoslavia.

First privately owned publishing house in Croatia, Suzy, was established
in1973. It was the licensing partner of the American CBS group and opted for
long-term investment in a small number of performers. They repped bands
like Parni valjak and Prljavo kazaliste exclusively, and sales ranged from fifty
to one hundred thousand LPs and audio cassettes sold.

The early eighties was an era of affirmation of the most important Yugo-
slav New Wave performers, first through singles and compilations, and then
through solo albums. But these artists did not appear out of nowhere. This

“sudden” breakthrough of the New Wave scene was preceded by long years
of struggling musicians and a fomenting music scene. It’s just that now they
were all given a chance to publish their work. Ironically, this focus on local
talent was a by-product of the Yugoslav music industry not being able to af-
ford to license foreign artists rather than a conscious appreciation of what
was happening in the local music scene. The economic crisis of the time cre-
ated a flourishing cultural structure, (alas, we never figured out—with the
exception of Goran Bregovi¢c—how to translate that cultural capital to an
international level).

The design of the album covers was extremely important for both the evo-
lution of design in Yugoslavia and the awareness of its importance, and for
1li¢’s personal development from an illustrator to a professional designer. He
collaborated on commercial projects, showed discipline in fulfilling of indus-
try requirements, complied with notoriously tight deadlines, and even when
not particularly enthusiastic, he created inspired work.

With the general scarcity up to this point of creative record-cover design
on the local pop scene, Ili¢’s work represented something new. He used all
possible methods and approaches, styles and techniques—black-and-white
and color photography, toning, airbrush, illustrations, photomontages, col-
lages, etc. —to purposefully eschew a clearly recognizable style. All of this
was before computers, so each custom typeface had to be drawn, arranged
from Letraset or even from Xeroxed copies of letter forms, and prepress pro-
duction had to be done by the printing house, which often resulted in less
than ideal final products.

“Mirko is always striving to find a new detail that changes the whole idea,”
said Luka Mjeda. “At the conceptual level, but also during production. What
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Ibrica Jusi¢ + Dog: Room 501, Two Persons,

Jugoton 1983, LSY-63146, pHoTO: Luka Mjeda

Drago Mlinarec: Everything is OK,

Jugoton 1979, LSY-66057

PHOTO: Boris Duci¢

EVERYBODY DANCE. NOW!
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New Wave: Azra, Film, Parlament, Parni
Valjak, Prljavo kazaliste, Suzy 1980, LP 347,
D: Mirko lli¢, pHOTO: Drazen Kaleni¢,

MODEL: Dejan Krsi¢

Various Artists: Your Choice — 26 Hits for

the Big Party, Jugoton 1983, LSY-61880

72

can be easily done today with a computer was not possible at that time, so he
explored various printing techniques, which others had not thought of, prob-
ably because they didn’t know it was an option. He did not have to do this, as
many other designers did not, but he wanted to expand the possibilities. The
longer he was in that business, the more he learned about all technical details.”

Due to the limited resources that publishers were willing to invest, most
records had only a single package. Additional inside covers, paper bags for the
plate, specially designed label for the record, gatefold covers or supplements
like posters, were rare, and reserved only for best-selling performers (MiSo
Kovac, Bijelo dugme, Srebrna krila, Oliver Mandi¢ ...) and records where the
commercial success was unquestionable or irrelevant. Although, designers
occasionally managed to push more complex solutions, such as embossing
(Bijelo dugme, Prljavo kazaliSte, Igor Savin), die-cutting of the cover (Parlia-
ment), or even such extravaganza as three different versions of covers for
Dozivjetu stotu (Live until 100) by Bijelo dugme.

In general, the production standards at that time were still relatively low,
and Ili¢ was trying to raise them by hiring art photographers, make-up art-
ists, and stylists.

Although he created most of his covers with Luka Mjeda, he also collabo-
rated with well-known art and fashion photographers, including Danilo Ducak,
Andrija Zelmanovi¢, Drazen Kaleni¢, Zeljko Stojanovi¢, Slobodan Tadi¢, and
SaSa Novkovi¢. Even so, he was often forced to use supplied images regardless
of their quality. For the Skopje band Leb i sol's album Kalabalak, there was no
time or money to organize a photo shoot, so Ili¢ transformed the poor-quality
images they did have into a collage and multiplied the heads of the musicians,
turning the cover image into wallpaper-like texture.

From 1979 to about 1986, Ili¢ designed between one-hundred-and-fifty and
two-hundred single and LP records for Jugoton. He also worked for Suzy, Heli-
don, PGP RTB, Diskoton and others. It was almost one record jacket per week.

Many of them were simply still portraits of performers, where Ili¢’s con-
tribution mostly came down to background choice, setting, framing, and a
typographic solution for the record title and the artist name. To bring some
life to the designs he often used abstract graphical, colorful elements (lines,
nets, grids, squares, triangles, stars). The superficiality of such decorations
often faithfully reflected the content of the music - especially when it came
to the pop and easy-listening or folk music acts, who still looked at LPs as col-
lections of individual songs with no clear substantive focus.

When he was able to design covers for more inspiring performers, even
when he had to work within same limitations, he made some interesting
work. One standout is his courageous decision to picture Josipa Lisac from
the back—with the (now terribly) politically incorrect use of a dead fox, a
reference to the singer’s nickname and album title which loosely might be
translated as “Foxy Lady”. His reassembled portraits of quite inconspicuous
and publicly unknown members of the New Wave band Stidljiva ljubicica are
a clever reference to the album More Songs About Buildings and Food by the
Talking Heads. Interestingly, years later, he applied a similar technique to an
illustration about plastic surgery.

Surprisingly, his illustrated covers were very rare, as is the case with his
many Danas magazine covers later on. Clearly this was the result of his con-
scious desire to move away from his reputation as solely an illustrator. Oc-
casionally he did use drawings, but mainly when designing record covers for
children, and often these have withstood the test of time better than the al-
bums where he had to work with photography in low-quality production levels.

Though probably the most famous pop music covers Ili¢ did were hand-
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Various Artists: “According to Jugoton’s specifications, the cover should primarily protect the
Everybody Dance. Now, record from scratching. It is also used, among other purposes, to advertise
Jugoton 1981, LSY-61588 the record. According to research, an unknown band will sell 30 percent more

records if the cover is good. But if a band is famous and it releases a record with
a plain white cover—like the Beatles—it will sell anyway.

As far as our designs, it really depends on the band or the individual, what
they think their covers should look like and to what extent the designer is
capable of fighting with them to convince band of something else. Small bands
don’t complain too much because they know that they are still small, so they
suffer the terror imposed by designers. But once they become big, they dictate
what they want and it will most likely be their dear and beautiful faces.”

—MIRKO ILI¢, RADIO 101, AN INTERVIEW, APPROX. 1984
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Azra: And What Should | Do / Balkan,
Suzy 1979, SP-1218

Azra: Mon ami / Deep Inside You,

Jugoton 1984, SY-2398]1, b: SLS

Idoli: Bambina / A Stranger in the Night,
Jugoton 1983, SY-23946, SLS

Zana: Check Pants / My Grandpa,
Jugoton 1981, SY-23753

Stidljiva ljubicica: | Love You /
My Friend Goes to the Army,
Jugoton 1981, SY-23798

pHOTO: Drazen Kaleni¢

“I am usually not pleased with the quality of work I
produce. And I am scared that if I don’t push myself
to achieve perfection, everything will fall apart. I
like maybe five of my pieces. Sometimes I see some
of my old stuff and I think: ‘T am such ajerk, what
happened to me, why didn’t I do this or that?’ Then
Isee an idea three times better than what I did
within that work. ‘If only I had done this.’ And then
I get restless like a dog and chew myself out.”

—MIRKO ILIC

-
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PRLIAD KAZAISTE.
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Prljavo kazaliste: Black-and-White World,
Suzy 1980, SP 1240, pHoTO: Marko Coli¢

Film: You Radiate Rays through the Air,
Jugoton 1983, SY-23934,
D: Studio SLS, pHOTO: Luka Mjeda-SLM

Sladana & Neutral Design: Mickey, Mickey /
Das Licht von Kairo, Jugoton 1983, SY-23947,

D: SLS, pHOTO: Luka Mjeda

Aerodrom: When My Thoughts

! E dl Wonder Off, Jugoton 1980, SY-23631,
; pHOTO: Drazen Kaleni¢
" ID
g Xenia: The Threesome / For the Last Time,
R M IS[L]] - Jugoton 1984, SY-24039,

D: Studio TIM, PHOTO: Zvonimir Atleti¢

Zabranjeno pusenje: | Don’t Want to Be
a Kraut, Jugoton 1984, SY-23978,

D: Studio SLS, pHOTO: Zvonimir Atleti¢



drawn—the airbrushed tongue for the debut album of Prljavo kazaliSte and STIDLJIVA LJUBIGICA ———
the Svi mars na ples compilation. The cover of Prljavo kazaliste’s debut LP was B
his second album cover and his first use of the (decidedly nonpunk) airbrush
technique. Avoiding the literal transfer of punk aesthetics (despite the safety
pin) and the use of current visual clichés of that time (blackmail typography,
expressive black-and-white photography, screaming surfaces of plain Day-Glo
colors), Ili¢ embraced the method. One song on the album was titled “Some
boys,” and as an ironic comment on the Rolling Stones’ hit record at the time,
Some Girls, Ili¢ reinterpreted their logo. The stuck out tongue was one of
common punk poses of the day. This adaptation of the Stones’ logo became
the icon most strongly associated with the band and they still use it today
(although these days, the band is considered more of a dinosaur than defiant
group of provocateurs from the workers’ suburbs).

If Paket aranZman, the joint debut LP of the three main bands on the
Belgrade scene (Idoli, Sarlo akrobata, Elektricni orgazam), marked a major
breakthrough of New Wave, the compilation Svi mars na ples represented its
commercial inauguration. The cover features simple but clever illustrations
ironically portraying the fashion sense of each band. The overall (and very
accurate) effect, as well as the image’s ability to convey a collection of quite
diverse groups and songs, was achieved with minimal means.

Tli¢ said that he was most satisfied with the work of his when he had total
creative freedom. Often these were more low-key editions, such as compila-
tions, children’s records, or editions of classical music. “Little things made me
happy. I was happy with Svi mars na ples, and there were several children’s
records that I made, some with Kordej, some by myself, like Segrt Hlapic...
There was a classic record as well, a Zagreb wind trio in which the coat of arms
of Zagreb was converted into three trumpets...”

In contrast to these relatively small projects, perhaps Ili¢’s best known for
a commercial album was the cover for DoZivjeti stotu by Bijelo dugme. The de-
sign concept was based on the title track, but also as an ironic reference to the

“rejuvenated” New Wave sound and the image of the band members. The idea
of the cover also relied on the previous covers made by Dragan S. Stefanovic  stidijiva ljubitica: Look Back at Me,
that always featured some close-up of female body. Different versions of the  jugoton1981, Lsv-63110,
cover for Dozivjeti stotu—breasts, lips, eyes—are a reference to Stefanovic’s  o: studio SLS, pHoTo: Radovan Sredic
series. As a marketing gimmick, three versions were created. It was a confir-
mation of the stature of the band among the growing competitionand also  u skripcu: New Years,

a bold statement: “Who could afford this, except the Dugme?” Also, it must  jugoton 1984, LSv-61868,
have been an idea that was in the air, because at the same time several inter- o: sts, rHoro: Luka Mjeda,
national albums came out with similar tricks.% cosTuwmes: Deni Medvedec

Today, Ili¢’s covers are often undergoing a transformation of their own,
mostly because they are being tampered with. Quite often his art is reused

and manipulated without his permission. New generations see

021 Zones: Under Influence  those record covers mostly in some bastardized version on a CD
(Arista, 1979) - the onlyone  Teissues. So not only has the format been drastically reduced, but
who really has completely  also often the designs are reframed, with sometimes two records
different versions, while ~ Teprinted on the same CD. Parts of different covers get merged,
others produce only color and sometimes—as in the rerelease of Svi mars na ples—typogra-
mutations; Squeeze: Cool for  phy is changed for no apparent reason. All of this reveals not only
Cats (A&M/Polygram 1979);  the lack of respect for cultural capital, but also the lack of impor-
Split Enz: True Colors (design ~ tance given to the design, as well as the weak copyright protec-

Noel Crombie, Mushroom/  tion designers receive.
A&M 1980); Genesis: Abacab “I don’t get too upset about it,” Ili¢ said. “But I would appreci-
(Charisma1981); Splitenz:  ate it if they would at least sent me a copy of a new CD when it
Waiata (A&M198Y). 1S released.”
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Rock Begins, Vol 2, Suzy/Atlantic 60025, 1980, pHoTo: Zeljko Stojanovi¢
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Steam Roller: City Kids,

Suzy/CBS 1979, 84214

Parni valjak: Hot Games,
Suzy/CBS 1980, LP 84814,

pHOTO: Drazen Kaleni¢

Parni Valjak: Catch the Rhythm,
Jugoton 1984, LSY-63208,
D: Studio SLS,

PHOTO: Josip Strmecki




naevastice
VIRRUE JE 1A NALEY B

VECEAAR TRERLU DRUSTVD
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WEDA  PREVELA ME MALA
ULADA  RAG T

AUTIA 4 DAL L
NLMA  STRANIEA BNEVIRA
HEJE SNV PANANGIE

Parni valjak: The Concert,  “It is very difficult for a kid to pay twenty-eight thousand dinars for a double

Suzy/CBS 1982, 88593, album of Parni Valjak songs that he has already heard. I persuaded the band
o: Studio SLS, to print a free ticket on the cover, and when the band was on tour one really
PHOTO: Jasmin Krpan, could go to the concert with it. It was a good trick for kids to get something
Davor Pacemski for free. I screwed up the design; that ticket should have looked better, like a
coupon, or abond, I did not really work hard on it, but the idea was good.”
—MIRKO ILIC

LISICA

e ) Ll

DoDIRPOHHNME e
Josipa Lisac: Lisica, Jugoton 1982, Adi: Touch Me, Jugoton 1982,
LSY-63136, pHoTO: Zeljko Koprol¢ec LSY-63134, pHoTO: Zeljko Koprol¢ec

Early use of bodypainting

$ % at the sleeve of Andrej
b i Bas$a: Between Heaven
é g and Earth, Jugoton 1982,
b4 E LSY-61689
g: $ Studio SLS, pHOTO: Zeljko
; Koprolcec

Daniel: Julie / | Was Naive, Oliver Mandi¢: | Would Like to Scream Your

Jugoton 1983, LSY-63156 Name, Jugoton 1985, LSY-63241,

D: Studio SLS, pHOTO: Luka Mjeda D: M. |, PHOTO: Ivan Mojasevi¢
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2BiRKy  (1963-1966]

MOND

Crveni koralji: Rock’n’Roll zbirka 1963-1966, Matt Collins: 16 Original Tracks,
Jugoton 1985, LSY-62010, Jugoton 1981, LSY-61613

D: TIM, F: Luka Mjeda

AM PJESNIKE

ARSEN DEDIC

Arsen Dedic:
1 Sing the Poets,
PGP RTB 1980, 2520044,

PORTRAIT: Boris Dogan

A portrait of Arsen Dedi¢
was, besides being printed
on a separate cardboard
and inserted in the album
covers, also embossed on
the cover of the album
released in 1980 by PGP RTB
in cooperation with RTZ
(Radio-television Zagreb)
and Goranovo poljece

poetry festival
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Leb i sol: Kalabalak,
Jugoton 1983, LSY-63158,
D: Studio SLS,

pHoTO: V. Serafimov

Zana: Back on the Train,
Jugoton 1983, LSY-63188,
D: Studio SLS,

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda,

MAKE UP: Vidnja Trusi¢

Izazov: The Chalenge,
Jugoton 1982, LSY-63126,
D: Studio SLS,

pHOTO: Zeljko Koprol¢ec

Zamba: Low Punch,
Jugoton 1983, LSY-63169,
D: Studio SLS,

pHoTO: Luka Mjeda/SIM

Daniel: Tina and Marina,
Jugoton 1985, LSY-63224,
D: Studio TIM,

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda,

MAKE UP: SnjeZana Pletikosa
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Split ‘82 Festival,
Jugoton 1982, LSY-69037/8,
D: Studio SLS

PHOTO: Zeljko Koproltec

ZIABAVNE GLAZBE USTANAK___I_INIDHE

TIVAL \ SPLIT

Split ‘83 Festival,
Jugoton 1983, LSY-12003/4,
D: Studio SLS,

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda

Revolution and Sea:
Split ‘83 Festival,
Jugoton 1983, LSY-61826,
D: Studio SLS

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda
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CHILDHOOD

IGOR SAVIN
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Igor Savin: Childhood, On the album cover for minimal-ambient-electronic album Childhood by Eduard Wulfson, violin / Mira Jevti¢, piano,
Jugoton 1984, LSY-61719 composer Igor Savin, embossed square frames that listeners will feel rather Jugoton/Fonoars, LSY-66149

than see, underlines the objectivity; i.e,, the objective nature of the album

cover and the insistence upon the subtleness of the drawing that looks Arbo Valdma: Fuga coronat opus,

childlike with discrete letters of pure, prime colors. Jugoton/Fonoars 1980, LSY-66107

p ic- i YT T KA NAM PAK
Ivana Brlié¢ - MaZuranic¢ AL

| CUDNOVATE ZGODE .- : TR
EGRTA HLAPICA N =

Zagrebacki Wind Trio, lvana Brli¢-Mazurani¢: Strange stories of apprentice Kaj nam pak moreju: The Zagreb Cabaret between Two Wars,
Jugoton/Fonoars, LSY-66155 Hlapi¢, Jugoton 1982, LSY-68080, Jugoton/Discothalia 1982, LSY-69041/2,
D & ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢, Studio SLS ILLUSTRATION: Aleksandar-Saca Marx
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“If you’re from Eastern Europe and you tell someone in the West that you An exhibition of works of candidates
design posters, they think that you must mean Polish posters. Unfortunately for the membership to ULUPUH,
they have become a symbol of the whole of Eastern Europe. As if a hundred poster, 1978
million people should design a poster that exact same way.” —wr«o ¢ SILKSCREEN-PRINTING Studio S




11. Yugoslav caricature contest for the Pjer prize, poster, 1978, Ap: Du3an Petrici¢, sILKSCREEN: Bata KneZevi¢

“Sometime in the mid-seventies, he
appeared one day in my office in Vecernje
Novosti. A young punk with short name
and an even shorter last name—Mirko lli¢.

| do not know why | remember that
he was missing a large rectangular
piece from the pajamas he was wearing
beneath an unbuttoned leather jacket.
Probably because the lack of fabric was
a counterbalance to everything else
that Mirko possessed: energy, talent,
confidence, audacity, spirit...

His appearance, combined with the
rich content of his portfolio, has left little
doubt that he is a remarkable artist. Even
from that first encounter with Mirko and
Mirko's drawings, | was without any doubt
able to determine the most important
characteristic of his layered art persona:
He can think!

For me, it's always been the most
precious ingredient of any human

creation. In the artistic space that Mirko
is moving through, among thousands of
great illustrators and excellent craftsmen,
that delicate feature has a special
meaning.

Since at the time | ran the PJER
competition for the best newspaper
caricature, through the organization
of Vecernje Novosti, | was not even a bit
hesitant about to whom to offer the
realization of the poster. It was one of
the first professional engagements that
he was offered and | am particularly
proud of that. Many years after our first

PJER

meeting, an unfortunate coincidence

of historical, social, and political
circumstances brought me and my
family to Toronto. And by some strange
universal order, my first professional
commission on the new continent, |
received from Mirko, who was the

art director of the op-ed pages in The
New York Times at that time. Thus, our
longstanding friendship, which lasts to
this day, made a full circle in the best way.
Mirko has opened many important doors
at this stage of my professional life.”

—DUSAN PETRICIC

“It is completely different, designing posters and painting. It usually takes
some time for a painter to achieve any level of acclaim, while a poster designer
might get more immediate recognition. But when you finally do get noticed
in the painting world, it lasts for a long time. I’'m not sure how many young
designers, even in Zagreb, if asked a question about Boris Bu¢an, would think
of the poster designer, and not of Boris Bucan the painter.”

—MIRKO ILIC
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GALERIJA STUDENTSKOG
CENTRA ZAGREB,

“I was asked to come up with a poster for the science fiction festival, and
Iremembered the film Innocence Unprotected,” where acrobat Dragoljub Aleksic¢
hangs by his teeth from a trapeze below an aircraft flying over Belgrade. That’s our
science fiction. That’s our Superman!” —viaco ¢
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Poster for the second
YUCON,
silkscreen SC, 1979

In the mid seventies,
the Gallery SC held

SF Fairs, the first
organized gatherings
of science fiction fans
which soon turned into
real sci-fi conventions
that were massive in
scale. They changed the
name first to YUcon
and then in 1983 to
SFeraKon which they

are still called

* Innocence Unprotected,

DIR: Dnusan Makavejev,

Avala Film,

Belgrade, 1968



Street Images

FOR HIS EXHIBITION OF COMICS in the SC Gallery, Mirko printed a poster of
Shaktiin silk screen in the large Bl format.

“Anarchitect and promoter of design, Bernardo Bernardi, actually fell in love
with that poster,” said designer Boris Ljubi¢i¢. “He recognized something in
it and asked Ili¢ to make a poster for the annual exhibition of candidates for
the admission of new members to ULUPUH (The Croatian Association of Art-
ists of Applied Arts). It could be said, and might even get Mirko offended a bit,
that Bernardi in this way indirectly revealed him to others as a new talent.”

The exhibition was held in February 1978 at SC Gallery, and as he was not
amember of ULUPUH either then, Ili¢ has—of course—used that very poster
as the submission of work to apply for candidacy, and he was indeed admitted.

Thus, I1i¢’s professional design career started at the end of 1978. Around
the same time, by commission from DuSan PetriCi¢, he designed a poster for
the eleventh Yugoslav caricature contest for the Pierre prize in Belgrade, and . .
became a permanent designer with Theatre &TD, in Zagreb, known for its v .rll-l“.
high-quality posters and visual identity designed by Mihajlo Arsovski. Yo

“After Arsovski, Boris Bu¢an worked there, but it did not last long. He made
two posters for a play about Don Juan, pink and blue, male and female, and
got into an argument over that right away. Then Zeljko Bor¢i¢ worked there  La Fortunjeros, band poster, 1982
for a couple of years; he gave up for his own reasons, and I came after him. I
have often used silk-screen printing studio at SC; I think someone brought
me there and said—here, try him.”

Staying within the same horizontal poster format limits and silk-screen
printing techniques, he has made an interesting variety of works, and very
few of these are similar. Although the majority of posters were drawn by
hand, he frequently changed styles and techniques, and he soon began to use
photography and collage or montage of available materials along the lines of
asewing pattern. »

L )S
) v

P 8

Aerodrom (Airport), band poster, Telephone, dual-format poster for the ongoing performance of the group in the SC Club,

silkscreen, 1980. screen printing, around 1979/80
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MARX

za pocetnike
u stripu

LENJIN

za pocetnike
u stripu

FREUD

za pocetnike
u stripu

EINSTEIN

za pocetnike
u stripu

Marx / Freud &
Lenin / Einstein
for Beginners -
the comic strip,
CDD - Zagreb /
SIC - Belgrade
1980, promotion
posters,
silkscreen,
2x120%x70 cm



Andras Suto: The Star
at the Stake, 1978
Program booklet is
co-signed with Vjekoslav

Fabi¢-Holi

Jean-Claude Danaud:

Handmade, 1979

Anton Pashku:
Fever, 1980

All posters for Theater &TD:
Graphic studio SC,

format app. 70x100 cm.
Program booklets were
made in various formats,
associated with the
content of the performance

and poster designs.

o Andras Aiito
vilezdanalemai

Prijevod: Ivan Dauman:

Bceer : Zvonimir Suler- Kostimograf: Zlatlo 1 ourels:

Glazbeni suradnik: Durda Otrzan - Asistent redatelja:Vla:

dimir Stojsavijevic + Majstor tona: Branko Vodenicar: :

Majstor svjetla: Olivije Marecic - y
leogc. Amand "sl]lgu Ratko Buljan,

Doris Festini, 1zet Hajdarhodzic, bonL_
Galic, D ago }\t_-qa ﬂadrdnka M o

I 1Cd‘1t€1j Miran Hercog +

“At an exhibition at the
Zagreb Art Pavilion in 1992,
I wanted to show some of
my posters for Theater &
TD. But they had thrown
away their complete poster

¥/ KOSTIMOGRAF: archive, including the

' IKA SKOMRLJ |, g e .
Y | PRIJEVOD: | works of Mihajlo Arsovski,

[ VSN MACHINDO Wl Boris Bucan, and Zeljko

Borc¢i¢. When I checked

with the companies that

had printed the work, I

was told they had gone

out of business and sold

their entire archives

as scrap paper. Then I

discovered that the Graphic

collection of the National
library, which should have
had copies, didn’t have

a clue about it, and that

the Theatrical institute,

which by default should
have collected all theater
posters didn’t know where
anything was either.”

—MIRKO ILIC

JEAN-CLAUDE DANAUD:

' RUCNI RAD

REDATELJ: ZDENKO BLAZEVIC
ULOGE: MARIJA KOHN
MARIJA SEKELEZ
JADRANKA MATKOVIC
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“I design posters and do
advertising work because
it’s interesting to me
and I think I can provide
something new. The
moment I recognize
someone who’s better than
me competing for the same
work, I’'m happy to step
aside.”

—MIRKO \L\é, “STRIP-ARTIST, THE STUBBORN
ONE—BOOM! SMASH! BANG!”

POLET, ZAGREB MARCH 5, 1980

Radovan Ivsic:

King Gordogan, 1980

R o T oo

TEATARGRLID

SLUCAJNA SMRT

EDNOG ANARHISTA |

*DARIO FO-

BLA BLAA REZNA;:
BOGDAN JERKOVIC

BLA BLA BLA BLALA
BLABLA PRIJEVOD:
BLALA IVO JURISA
BLABLA BLABLA BLA
ABLA BLABLA BLAA
BLABLA BLABLABLA

BLA BLA BLA BLAE |

ULOGE:ELABLA BLA
IVO SERDAR BLALA
BLABLA BLABLABLA
PERO JURCIC BLLA
BLABLA BLABLA BLA
MILE RUPCIC BLAB
BLABLA BLA BLABLA
ZELJKO MAVROVIC
BLA BLABLA BLABLA
VERA ZIMA ELALAB
BLABLA BLABLA BLA
DURO ROGINA ELA
BLA BLABLA BLABLA
TOMICA KNEZEVIC
BLABLA BLABLA BLL

Tom Stoppard:
Travesty, 1980

Edward Bond:

Summer, 1982

Slawomir Mrozek:

On Foot, 1982

Dario Fo: The Accidental

Death of an Anarchist, 1979

ON THE RIGHT PAGE:
Will Shakespeare &

Tom Stoppard: Hamlet, 1981

Anthony Burgess:
A Clockwork Orange, 1981
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MVIERAVAINIAYS:
TONESTOJKOVIE
PRIJEYOD &
ADAPTACLIA::
DAMIR MUNIT

T

”

“Long ago Dejan Krsi¢
worked as my first
assistant. So back in 1981
he appeared on the poster
for the play A Clockwork
Orange. When we were
preparing a retrospective
exhibition we realized that
it was directed by Slobodan
Praljak. The very same
Praljak who was a general in
the Croatian army in Bosnia
and is currently on trial for
war crimes at the Hague,
charged with, among other
things, the destruction of
the four-hundred year-old
Mostar Bridge, a cultural
monument. And thirty
years ago he used to direct
avant-garde theater. Isn’t
life strange?” —MIRKO ILIC

ANTHONY BURGESS:

ODAN PRALJAK

lja: (0 Torjanac
STIEPAN GRACAN

f:DIANA SOKOLIC

R\\.\

uloge: BOZIDAR ALIC, MILAN PLECAS,
DRAGAN DESPOT, LJUBO ZEGEVIC,
ADAM VEDERNJAK, DARKD JANES,
FRANJO JURGEG, NATASA MARICIC,
RAJKD BUNDALD, ETA BORTOLAZZI,
SLAVKO JURAGA, ZARKD SAVIG
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VLATKO DULIC
ZLATKO VITEZ

ULOGE:

Véaclav Havel: Protest /

Pavel Kohout: Atest, 1981

Poster for double bill performance of two
short plays by Czech dissident writers. At
the time Havel was in prison, and decision to

set up his play was kind of moral support.
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Hans Krendlesberger:

Target, 1979

920

AEDA
RADOVAN
MARCIC
PREVEO: IVAN KUSA
SCENA;
DINKA JERICEVIC
KOSTIM:
DANICA DEDIJEF

N

“I’ve designed a hundred or so theater posters and I've never had to show my
sketches to clients. Ijust took the final designs directly to the printer. At that
time, theaters didn’t have to survive by selling tickets, so a bad poster had
no real impact on their survival. Plus, I knew that if someone came to me for
work, they’re interested in my thinking as much as in my design.”

—MIRKO ILIC

Dubravko Jelaci¢ Buzimski: Athol Fugard:

Lord of the shadows, 1979 Sizwe Bansi is Dead, 1979,

r: Zeljko Stojanovi¢



Fadil Hadzié: Dissident, 1984

Days of Satire 1985, 1985

Fadil Hadzi¢: Gods are Tired, 1985

All posters for the Theatre of satire Jazavac,

50x70 cm, silkscreen, Studio S

SATIRICKO KAZALISTE »JA?AVAC«
RADOSLAV PAVLOVIC

LLOBIHICTUCKA
FARCA

SOVINISTICKA FARSA - WOBUHUCTUUKA GAPCA
Redatelj: EGON SAVIN

Sudjeluju: ZELJKO VUKMIRICA, ZELJKO KONIGSKNECHT-KENO
MLADEN CRNOBRNJA, KOSTADINKA VELKOVSKA
DUSAN GFIUBOFIOVIC ZVONKO PRESECKI i ;
Scenograf: DRAGO TURINA Kostimograf: RUTA KNEZEVIC

SITOTFAN STUDID & ZARER $70-811

Radoslav Pavlovié: Chauvinist Farce, 1983

“In the play Exit, there is a quote: ‘The fact that you did not succeed is not
because you’re stupid and they are smart. You are not successful because you
are not talented and they are. The reason you failed can’t be because they are
constantly working and you’re not doing anything. It is because you are a Serb,
or a Croat, or Albanian, or because you are old or young or blond ..’ It means
that every reason you can think of to make an excuse for why you failed is
a good reason. And in principle, you are always hated by those who did not
succeed. I do not think I have succeeded yet. I think that I am still to succeed.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “SLOW, BAD, BUT EXPENSIVE,” ZUM REPORTER, NO 846, BELGRADE, FEBRUARY 10, 1983
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Ulrich Plenzdorf: The New
Sufferings of Young W.,
SKUC, 1980

Vladimir Stojsavljevic:
Caregiver to Imagination,
Teatar Domaci, 1983, SLS,

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda

MUESHA ZAJEDNICA ‘DURD DAKOVIC: MOSA PLIADE 58

VLADIMIR STOJSAVLJEVIC

NJEGOVATEL] MASTE

IGRAJU: VILI MATULA BRANKA CVITKOVIC
URSA RAUKAR SLAVKO JURAGA
REDATEL. VLADIIA STOJSA/LIEVIC
UNETNICKI SHAETL KOSTIMOGRAFLIA IKA SKOMALY

ASISTENT ZORAN SKALICKI
SONGOVI BORKO AUGUSTIN, STANKO JUZBASIC /GLAZBA/

U0 LA RSTATICNR ) VEL R
FELELRTA b A PN (IR 1 B L
TR 1

TELY
FELIKD ORESKIVH
RISTINORR AL

RUTA KNEZEVIG

Georges Feydeau: A Flea in Her Ear, Alemka Goljevnéek: Under Krlezas Head, Slawomir Mrozek: The Emigrants,

Satiricko kazaliste Jazavac, 1984/5 Satiri¢ko kazaliste Jazavac, 1985 Theatre MM, 1983
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SOCIOLOSKO DRUSTVO HRVATSKE-SEKCIJA ZENA I DRUSTVO

MONODRAMA PREMA ROMANU ERIKE JONG

FILOZOFSKI FAKULTET ZAGREB
DURE SALAJA 3, DVORANA III
CETVRTAK 12. 2.81.u 18 SATI
NAKON PREDSTAVE
RAZGOVOR

“Despite the fact that there is censorship in China, in my Chinese book they
allowed a lot of anti-Communist work, parodies of hammers and sickles, but
no sex! But censorship often doesn’t translate into the local iconography
and the book included a poster I did for the Erica Jong play Fear of Flying that
showed the middle finger. So you see, censorship can’t work; something
always falls through the cracks!”

—MIRKO \L\C, “THE FIRST MIRKO ILIC BOOK WAS NOT PUBLISHED BY AMERICA OR CROATIA BUT—CHINAL"

VECERNJI LIST, ZAGREB, APRIL 05, 2001

HI\KIN} PRICE

Norberto Avila: Hakim'’s stories,

Zagreb Youth Theatre, 1982

“I was a regular designer in
the Zagreb Youth Theater.
Ileft because the director
had a different vision and
wanted to treat my poster
asifit were a stage, so he
was arranging stuff a little
to the left, a little to the
right. I had to come out and
say: I will not do the poster
if this character is not cut
out, so I did not let him
throw things out from my
poster.”

—MIRKO ILIC, ZUM REPORTER, NO 846,

BELGRADE, FEBRUARY 10, 1983

Erica Jong: Fear of Flying,
monodrama by Rada Duricin,
Croatian Sociological
Association - Section
Woman and Society, Zagreb

1981
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uloge: rezija:
PAVLEVUISIC SLOBODAN SIJAN !J
DRAGAN NIKOLIC gcsemarg:; -
DANILO STOJKOVIC PEAN BCUALE)

= scenografija:
ALEKSANDAR BERGEK VELIKO bESHETOVIC
NEDA ARNERIC kostimi:

: RA COI
MILIVOJE TOMIC e
TASKO NACIC MARKO RODIC
BORISLAV STJEPANOVIC FOIEDAIONES
SLAVKO STIMAC maontaza:
LANA VUKOBRATOVIC

MIODRAG | NENAD KOSTIC  7ef FUKCRERPEs.

BOZIDAR NIKOLIC
direktor filma:
NIKOLA POPOVIC
producent:
MILAN ZMUKIC

“The vitality of bad taste should not be underestimated. As an example let me state a
personal experience—a poster for the film Ko to tamo peva (Who sings over there). In
now distant 1980, | invited a young designer from Zagreb, Mirko lli¢, to make a poster for
the film, which he did—creating a spare, modern poster, which still appears powerful
today. At a screening of this film in France, a year later, the director of the festival
excitedly ripped the poster out of my hands, and later sent me a postcard of the poster,
framed, hanging on the wall of her living room. However, the film producers have never
been satisfied with this modern design solution and, twenty years later, while preparing
the DVD release of the same film, they finally imposed their own “hick” solution to the
cover design. Regardless of the fact that the film, wrapped in Ili¢’s design, earned them
an unprecedented amount of money, they couldn't sit still until they'd expressed their
kitsch sensibility and shared it with the general audience. Yes, the persistence of bad
taste and poor design in our surroundings should not be underestimated.”

—SLOBODAN 3IJAN, SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION GRIFON IN 2006, BELGRADE MAY 29, 2006
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Who Sings Over There,
DIR: Slobodan Sijan,

Film Center, Belgrade, 1980

BATA EIVOJINOVIE | MIODRAG KRIVOKAPIE u Himu DEIANA SORAKA

Little Train Robbery, DIr: Dejan Sorak,

Jadran Film, Zagreb / Kinema, 1984,

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda

Life Is Beautiful, bir: Boro Draskovi¢,
Union Film, Belgrade /

Zvezda film, Novi Sad, 1985

D: Studio TIM, PHOTO: Luka Mjeda



“The bassist for the band
Rage Against the Machine & somriri
saw my poster in Graphis
and decided to get a tattoo
of it. Then he got a tattoo of
an illustration I had done
for The New York Times, on
his back. We were joking
that I could take arazor
and remove the tattoo
because he does not have
the copyright. I could
demand fees whenever he
takes his shirt off on stage.
Whenever he seduces a
woman I should go into
the room and make sure
that my work doesn’t get
scratched or destroyed. He
can become my portfolio,
and the last idea was, if Tam
to have a solo exhibition,
'l hang him on the wall.”

— MIRKO ILIC, “TALENT UNDER THE CARPET,”

VREME NO. 525, BELGRADE, JANUARY 25, 2001

RIGHT: Drawn poster for the film

The Red and The Black,

DIR: Miroslav Mikuljan,

Jadran Film, 1985

Award at the International Poster
Competition in the category TV and Film,
Los Angeles

ToP: Photo version of the poster for the

Scenarij:MARIJA PEAKIC MIKULJAN
Direktor fotografije: ANDRIJA PIVEEVIC

Rezija: MIROSLAV MIKULJAN

U glavnim ulogama:

BEKIM FEHMIU MILAN STRLJIC OLIVERA JEZINA

ZAGREB

same film, PHOTO: Luka Mjeda
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SLS Studio—Slow, Bad, Expensive

UP UNTIL HIS DEPARTURE TO NEW YORK IN 1986, for Ili¢ the eighties were
marked by a period of frantic production where great work was often inter-
spersed with ambitious but quick solutions unsupported by production qual-
ity. Ili¢’s experience during these years prompted his saying that a thing is
finished when an idea is born in the head. “After that,” he said, “it only gets
worse, because my arm is not as good as my head, the print is not as good as
my arm, and the money is never as good as all of this put together.”

Operating under the name SLS, meaning in English Slow, Bad, Expensive—
illustrator and designer Igor Kordej and photographers Zvonimir Atleti¢ and
Josip Strmecki formed a collective with Ili¢. But the work SLS created was
most closely identified with Ili¢ and Luka Mjeda, notably their series of re-
cord covers and the front pages of the weekly news magazine Danas.

“Slow, Bad, Expensive was all Mirko Ili¢,” said Mjeda. “As is the very ex-
pression that shows that he was always one to break the rules. If you want
to work with someone who is slow, bad, and expensive, there must be some-
thing else to it. SLS was his vision. He worked under this name with some
otherillustrators and photographers as well. Later we started using the name
TIM—Tandem Ili¢-Mjeda. But everyone remembers the name SLS because
it was much more striking.”

At SLSTli¢ was the lead author, manager, business developer, recruiter, and
bill collector. Perhaps most surprising was Ili¢’s willingness to work within
the collective format. Everyone who knows him knows that he has a pro-
nounced ego, which might be why he never wanted to be a one-manband. So
even though illustration is a solitary job, he is well aware of the importance
of a group for other parts of design. And in doing so, regardless of whether
he is collaborating with Milton Glaser or a young designer, his approach is
the same—he will seek your input, but fight for his ideas.

He once jokingly said that he likes someone else’s input since, if it is good,
all the praise will go to him, and if something goes wrong, he can always
blame someone else.

“Above all T am a good manager of myself and others,” Ili¢ said. “Because
knowing how to work with people is a design in itself. Being a good art di-
rector means choosing and getting the best out of people, and then signing
your name under their work. When two people are working together, there
are always positive results. If it was a nice experience to work with someone,
why not do it again? Of course, total crap also occurs. As do arguments, as
with any marriage. It does not always work, but I think overall it’s terribly
positive. It’s also important to remember that you are not always the smart-
estone. Whoever thinks that he is the smartest is wrong; therefore, 'm very
happy to get the best from other people, at least what I think is the best. How-
ever, [ don’t think you can be a true designer if you can’t work with people. It
is very difficult. This is your core job. And because of the Novi kvadrat, and
all my other experiences, I think I've learned to work with people. To me
it’s always a nice experience and I always learn something new. If you pay
attention you can always learn something new from everyone, especially
from those whose work you appreciate. At the end of the day, the audience,
which we often forget, does not care who made it. It must be good; it must
satisfy them in one way or another. Whether you worked with your mother,
grandmother ... it does not matter.” p-

— o

danas

VRUCA JESEN
TRECE REFORME

Hot autumn of the third economic reform,
the first cover Ili¢ made for Danas
newsmagazine, Danas, no. 15, June 1,1982

PHOTO: Zeljko Koproltec

OPPOSITE PAGE:
New Nationalistic Masks,
Danas, no. 44, December 21,1982

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda
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Praznicki razgovori

" ZABRINUTI SVUJET RADA

“Here you get paid for lost time, but nobody pays for
the idea. I can come up with an idea that takes an
hour of work, or I can come up with an idea that takes
twenty-four hours of work. It doesn’t matter how
much time I spend on the job, it’s the idea that gets

What after the applause, paid for. A good idea can carry the front cover; if it is

Danas, no. 20, July 6,1982 good enough for that, it is good enough to be paid for.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “SLOW, BAD, BUT SO EXPENSIVE,” ZUM REPORTER, NO. 846,

Confronted faces of Real Socialism, BELGRADE FEBRUARY 10, 1983

Danas, no. 65, May 17,1983

New inflation wave threat,

Danas, no. 126, July 17,1984
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Ekskluzivno:
ALEKSANDAR
PETROVIC

Worried labor force
Danas, no. 167, April 30,
1985, pHOTO: Luka Mjeda



AFTER THE THREE-HUNDREDTH ISSUE OF START, most of the editorial team
was replaced by many of the Novi kvadrat members who had been thrown
out of Polet. Start gradually changed its priorities and began focusing more on
the worlds of glamour, fashion, and pop culture. It was difficult to replace an
illustrator as talented as Ili¢, so he did some illustrations for them up until
around 1985, but eventually tired of the new format.

“I'thought that the new direction would be cool because we had all worked
together at Polet,” said Ili¢. “But they were really pushing a new format that
included more photography and they soon decided to completely change
the whole thing.”

The publishing house Vjesnik had long talked of starting a weekly news-
magazine (even though Croatian politicians felt that Vjesnik did not have
enough high-quality journalists to pull it off). According to editor Mario
Bosnjak: “Danas was painstakingly born; entire symposiums were held to
discuss what it would be and how we could do it. Asmuch as Vjesnik wanted
a political magazine, the circumstances made it difficult and it took some
time before Danas was successful. But Vjesnik was quite healthy so it could
fund the magazine until it found its footing. In the mid-eighties Danas be-
came a symbol of the modern, contemporary magazine for all of Yugoslavia.”

Tli¢ started working with Danas in the summer of 1982 with SLS often col-
laborating with photographer Luka Mjeda and the magazine’s design depart-
ment, led by art director Danijel Popovic. Ili¢ and his team designed about 150
covers and illustrations over the next three years. They usually created some
kind of photo-illustration, leaving space for headlines to be added by the news
editors. “It was a good exercise for the brain,” Ili¢ said. “I had to come up with
twenty different cover ideas for topics such as inflation.”

Said Mario Bo$njak: “As a newsmagazine, Danas with its graphics never
reached the quality of its articles. Ili¢ was investing great efforts in cover
pages, but because of the schedule, there was never enough time for more
ambitiousideas. Deciding what the cover should be was always put off to the
last minute and usually the choice was determined by what could be done
the quickest.”

Tli¢ said that his decision to use photographs was a conscious one: “Inever
thought thatillustration was the only way to express anidea. When I got the
job, Iimmediately decided that Iwould not illustrate the cover of Danas, and
that there would never be a picture of a politician on it.”

“There were attempts toinfluence usand claims that politicians must be on
the cover,” Mjeda said. “But we never used a single politician. Even if the edi-
tors felt strongly that a politician should be on the cover, we still did not do it.
Though sometimes it was done by the graphic department.”

“Creatively, Ili¢ was a great choice for the ambitious newsmagazine, but in
the context of the time, his work often rankled the political establishment.

As he said himself, Ili¢ “was a slap in the face of society” not just with
his work, but his entire image. He was among the first to understand and
advocate the importance design had in influencing the politics and market-
ing of ideas.

“The covers really encouraged people to read the articles,” Mjeda said. “Of
course the success of Danas did not depend on them entirely, but they cer-
tainly contributed. This idea was confirmed when we spoke to the people at

Danas Magazine

“It is always very important
to have a good explanation
for your work. Then
everything is fine, even if
you are politically tied up.”

—MIRKO ILIC

KAKD NAS DRUGI VIDE

How others see us, Danas, no. 19, June 29,
1982, Model is Tomislav Gotovac, well-
known experimental filmmaker, artist and
performer. Part of his artistic work was

created under label "Paranoia View Art".
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Our dear billionaires,

Danas, no. 21, July 13,1982

danas

PROPOVIJEDI NADBISKUPA FRANIGA

SLS / pHOTO: Hrvoje Knez
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Oppened doors to foreign investments
Danas, no. 153, January 22,1985
Sketch and slide for the cover illustration

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda

Ways to save industry,

Danas, no. 30, September 14,1982

KAKO NAS STEZE INFLACUA

ISTOCN! IZLETI EXSTREMNE EMIGRACLE

Inflation is catching up Real weight of imports,

Danas, no. 51, February 8,1983 Danas, no. 132, August 28,1984

pHOTO: Luka Mjeda

Time magazine. What we did with our modest budgets and tight schedules
definitely caught their attention. Their comment was: Your front covers are a
lot more aggressive and bolder than what we do in America, but that might be
what it takes to emphasize a problem so that more attention is dedicated toiit.

Journalist and editor Inoslav BeSker said: “We realized while working
at the youth newspaper that something might be expressed by an illustra-
tion that could not be expressed any other way. We transferred this idea
into Danas and it was not by chance that Ili¢ created those powerful covers
(for which the editor-in-chief Joza Vlahovi¢ was almost skinned alive). One
good illustration can more clearly express a story’s essence than the seven
pages of accompanying text. Ili¢ never questioned the quality of his work; he
was only concerned that what he created helped push the article to a higher
level. Of course, this is a debate that has existed since the beginning of time
between author and illustrator: Who is really communicating the idea more
clearly, the writer or the artist?” »




broj 85 4.10.18¢3, gadina ll cljena 30 dinara

&
]
5
g |
i
§.
3
!
5
|
=1
3.
E_
il
H
i
Ll
!
i8
;

MORAL:
POHLEPA
JEDE LIUDE

TUINE SUDBINE [ZVANREDNIH ZAMISLI

ldhas

DL’IS}E: RASPRAVA O FILMU »DIKTATOR.
) ODGOVOR JAKOUU BLAZEVICU

Morality: Greed eats people, Danas, no. 85, October 4,1983, SLS / pHoTO: Luka Mjeda

“Ireact quickly. This is something nourished by watching everything that is
happening around me, from what’s on TV and in the movies, to shop windows,

|URIStALEER . to even reading foreign newspapers in the urinals. If you are at all developed

| PRED LICEM SUl ' g intellectually, it can create a new ability within you; like with toy bricks: one

' ' person builds a house, another a spacecraft, and someone else an abstract piece

of crap. It’s important to train yourself to observe each and react differently,

not routinely like a hundred other designers in the world would. It makes you

special. The big idea will be easily applied later. It’s the idea that matters. And

that is something that we miss the most now, I think. The skills to come up

Bitter stranded generation with that really good idea that shows how you think.”

Danas, no. 141, October 30,1984, SLS —MIRKO ILIC, “SLOW, BAD, BUT SO EXPENSIVE,” ZUM REPORTER, NO. 846, BELGRADE FEBRUARY 10, 1983

Connected crime pots,
Danas, no. 90, November 8,1983
New dosis of fresh cash,

Danas, no. 159, March 5,1985
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Terror of
unpaid bills,
Danas, no. 136,

September 25,1984

Writers:
Democracy is
the winning card,
Danas, no. 164

April 9,1985

Are we building
paper ships?,
Danas, no. 146,
December 4,1984
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“Let me say this straight away: | don't think

that Mirko lli¢ is a designer at all.
I think he’s a composer.

Or, to be more precise, a punk rock/
New Wave band leader who writes, plays,
and conducts various instruments in his
imaginary rock band. A rebel. A paradigm
breaker. A bit of a scandal maker. And a
bit of a loner.

| always thought that being a designer
was an activity restricted and reduced
to the mechanics of the purely visual.
But being a composer means working
with more elements than just ‘design’.
it means having various instruments
in your tool kit, with many lines in the
score, starting with a STORY—not
the obvious starting point for a visual
artist. And that's—I think—Mirko’s
biggest advantage: each of his works
could be as easily verbalized as they've
been visualized. If it's a magazine cover
illustration, it's as if he has placed
another headline next to the main,
verbal one. Mirko's work makes the
accompanying text work in stereo. And
if there are no words deployed, the same
goes for meaning.

What Mirko does is fight for the
dignity of the applied visual arts, which
these days is often reduced to mere
accompaniment of a product. So
whatever turns out to be selling well gets
copied. And whatever is copied too much,
becomes industrialized. And that’s the
death of individuality. That's the death of
the brand.

All great composers—and | think
most of the great designers have been
so—they have a way to make you lock in
a groove and tap your feet unconsciously.
As Frank Zappa once asked of both
himself and us, what is the frequency
that can make someone clench his fist
and hit somebody (if it can make us tap
our feet without thinking)? Mirko’s work
produces the involuntary blockage of eye
movements—the visual equivalent of
the foot tapping. You look, and look and
the smile and the warm brain swelling
starts getting bigger and bigger.

And you put the player on ‘Repeat’
immediately.”

—LAZAR DZAMIC



“To make the cover we had less than 24
hours from idea to implementation
and it was a great exercise in thought.
Photographs were made by Luka
Mjeda who used to develop them by
hand. People who were on the front
pages of Danas were our friends and
random extras in front of the Kavkaz
café. But the mosto fun was how to
come up with a cover page that is
provocative, intense, but that will not
be prohibited and that’s what I was
most interested in; how to move that
line bit by bit. Editors used to tell me,

‘Calm down a little bit,’ they criticized
me again because of the cover, so we
would calm down for an issue or two,
and then we would continue as usual.”

—MIRKO \L\C, “CROATIAN DESIGN IS BETTER THAN AMERICAN,”

NEDELJNA DALMACIJA, SPLIT, APRIL 12, 2002

1dlas

NOVENACIONALISTICKE MASKE

CUDD 0D SEDAM MILIJARDI DOLARR

New Nationalistic Masks

Danas, no. 44, December 21,1982

Are the prices rising to blackmail

Danas, no. 86, October 11,1983

broj 86 11.10.1983. godinas

NA PIKANTNE TEME

KOSOVAC:
UVIEK SE MOZE
VISE

“The initial idea was quite different. It had already been photographed:
the naked human body and the arm cutting itself off with a saw, the blood
dripping. It was nationalism—the hand will be separated from the body.
The body will be fucked, and the hand will be, too. But it looked too bloody
to them, too morbid. So they contacted us at two o’clock in the morning
and said: ‘Give us a new cover by seven today.” So we had five hours. Car,
studio, find a man, paint, take a snapshot fast—and they had their cover. We
reused that image for a cover about price hikes.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “SLOW, BAD, BUT SO EXPENSIVE,” ZUM REPORTER, NO. 846, BELGRADE FEBRUARY 10, 1983
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Covers of Danas
newsmagazine

no. 20, August 17,1982
no. 28, August 31,1982
no. 33, October 5,1982
no. 34, October 12,1982
no. 35, October 19,1982

no. 38, November 9, 1982
PHOTO: Zvonimir Atleti¢
no. 40, November 23,1982
no. 41, November 30, 1982
no. 42, December 7,1982
no. 43, December 14,1982

no. 49, January 25,1983

no. 52, February 15,1983
PHOTO: Joza Strmecki
no. 53, February 22,1983

PHOTO: Zvonimir Atleti¢

no. 54, March 1,1983
PHOTO: Zvonimir Atleti¢
no. 60, April 12,1983
no. 62, April 26,1983
no. 64, May 10,1983

no. 66, May 24,1983

no. 79, August 23,1983
no. 82, September 13,1983
no. 84, September 27,1983
no. 87, October 18,1983



no. 92, November 22,1983
no. 97, December 27,1983
no.100, January 17,1984
no. 130, August 14,1984
no. 137, October 2, 1984

no. 138, October 9,1984
no. 145, November 27,1984
no. 147, December 11,1984
no. 150, January 1,1985

no. 151, January 8, 1985

no. 156, February 12,1985
no. 157, February 19,1985
no. 160, March 12,1985
no. 162, March 26, 1985

no. 174, June 18,1985
no. 176, July 2,1985
no. 180, July 30,1985

no. 181, August 6, 1985

no. 185, September 3, 1985
Except where stated
otherwise, all:

PHOTO: Luka Mjeda
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CEGA SE ODRICEMD

“We didn’t need to reinvent the wheel, we just needed
to do the best with what we had. It was common
knowledge that other publications, especially
overseas, had a lot more money. We could not compete
with them on the production because we had much
worse printing and photographic equipment. The only
place we could compete was with the idea.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “SLOW, BAD, BUT SO EXPENSIVE,” ZUM REPORTER, NO. 846,

BELGRADE FEBRUARY 10, 1983
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40 years later,

Danas, no. no. 155, February 5,1985

| ZATVORI BEZ

il SEDAM’ KUUBEYASS:

One system - many views, Danas, no. 148, December 18,1984, MoDEL: Luka Mjeda How to get to the vacations, Danas, no. 72,

July 5,1983, MODEL: Sanja Srekajs

“I don’t care what I do in ten years. I might be a director; maybe I’ll
write books if I discover that I have the talent for writing. I may be
a farmer, or maybe I’ll be installing solar-energy devices. I do not
want to tie myself down. I’'m a work in progress. As the saying goes,
learn on the job. Everything is tempting to me. I will work on these
covers as long asI am interested in it, as long as I see that people are
interested in it. I am not interested in designing only one thing, to
be a well-known designer of magazine covers. I am interested in
them now, but one day I might be interested in doing something
else. I hope to do this for a hundred years and I also hope to try at
least a thousand professions in those hundred years.”

—MIRKO ILI, “SLOW, BAD, BUT SO EXPENSIVE,” ZUM REPORTER, NO. 846, BELGRADE, FEBRUARY 10, 1983
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Are we in danger of centralism, Return of the old diseases, Tesla's shield for superpowers,
Danas, no. 143, November 13,1984 Danas, no. 179, July 23,1985 Danas, no. 67, May 31,1983

For the article about favourite subject of conspiracy theories, possible

Computers at the school doorstep, Faster growing old, and slow at birth, military use of Nikola Tesla's inventions, cover illustration is based on the
Danas, no. 184, August 27,1985 Danas, no. 190, October 8, 1985 inventors sculpture created by lvan Mestrovic.

“Since we could not rely on “We were kicked out of Danas twice,” Mjeda said. “The first time we stopped work-
photomontage at pre-press, ing because the entire editorial board was under attack. This coincided with my trip to
we had to supply finished America, where I spent four months. During that time, Ili¢ did not even want to come
artwork that looked perfect. near Danas. Then things quieted down, the editorial board was kept, and they asked for
So we invented a technique Mirko to keep on working. When I returned, we started work and picked up right where
of work, out of inability, we we left off. Our covers were still sharp and critical. Things were back to normal for a while
created neon with no real and then a great turmoil occurred; one editor left, his replacement arrived. We did two or
neon. We could model a person  three covers that the new editor wanted to change and Mirko got into an argument and
to look like he was made of said, “You will not change my covers’, and it was a good-bye forever. It was already late
neon, though we did not have 1985 and we simply closed that chapter in our heads. One of the last things we did before
the possibility to model the we went to America was to collect hundreds of Danas covers and give them to Zagrebacki
real piece in neon. Something salon. In May 1986, my wife called me and said: ‘Congratulations on the award.” We were
that is done today with a already so far away from Danas both physically and emotionally I wondered what award.
computer, we did it through ‘For Danas,’ she told me. Being in a distant country and getting told that we had received
photography.” an independent award for something we had worked so hard on (and, not incidentally,
—LUKA MJEDA been fired for) was wonderful.” »
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Blue Box — a part

of a series of photo
illustrations that

Mjeda and Ili¢ made
when cooperating with
Panorama magazine as a
proposal of possible type
of illustration for another
magazine of the same

publisher, 1985



Before

“I DID NOT LEAVE YUGOSLAVIA FOR AMERICA because I had to,
but because I wanted to. By that time I was already a well-known
designer and illustrator. T had worked on every project I was inter-
ested in. When I was twenty-six, I asked myself what I wanted to
doin the future. I could have gotten a job at an institution, grabbed
an easy seat there and tyrannized some new kids. But I would just
be supporting bad designers and rooting out the talented ones to
make myself more important. There were no professional chal-
lenges left for me there; nothing new to do.

“I had always read Graphis and various other books on design,”
1li¢ said. “And no matter which direction you turned, everything
pointed to New York. So I concluded that if T had to start all over
again professionally, it might as well be with the big boys, peers
whose work Irespected. I wanted to test my talent and my abilities
ina country where T had no friends or family, where I couldn’t even
charm the ladies because I didn’t speak English very well. I knew
if I left for New York I wouldn’t come back. That’s why I didn’t go
to Germany or any other European country. I knew sooner or later
there would come a moment when I would have to leave, so why
move twice if I can do it just once.”

That he sometimes exuded an attitude of resentment during
the time before he left might seem unusual, especially considering
the lofty status he enjoyed. Some people registered his discontent
with the lack of acknowledgment for his work.

“It had nothing to do with acknowledgments, respect, or disrespect for my

Leaving for New York

“Mirko usually did not work in advertising, because

it was mostly just a matter of choosing the right
photograph and then someone would place some
type on top. | worked with the marketing agency in
Vjesnik and some others, so we would sometimes
work together. Eventually we started working on
whole campaigns, Levi's, for example, and this is
where his ideas would surface. We managed to

push through some new concepts in advertising

and propaganda, while working on a new calendar...
With Mirko everything always had to have some
sort of a catch, an additional accent. He makes up
incredible slogans. In Danas, we often gave ideas for
front cover headlines even though it was the editors’
decision in the end. Even in the marketing jobs, it was
always important to push the boundaries, but we
were always realistic, assuming the clients too know
something about their own customers. If we can't
convince our client that something is good, we have
to work on it some more.”

—LUKA MJEDA

work,” Ili¢ said recently. “T just wanted to leave; at that point, I wasn’t inter-
ested in any credits. I stayed longer than planned, for family reasons. I was
terribly bored here.”

Ili¢ was an absolute design star in Yugoslavia long before designers started
becoming stars. He had the leading role on the scene. More radical but per-
hapsless well-known designers remained anonymous, while those who took
bigger jobs and had higher fees were not as interesting to the public, and not
many people outside of the design world knew them.

Older designers like Arsovski and Buc¢an never showed an interest in self-
promotion and slowly faded away. But Mirko took advantage of the media—he
gave interviews, appeared on television, had a radical image, and was always
agood PR story. “I guess I'm a design star,” Ili¢ said. “I'm on the front cover of
magazines, and on TV. I am having a great time. I think it means more for the
promotion of design than anything else. Not that I'm the best designer, but peo-
ple definitely started noticing the world of design because of all the attention.”

In spite of his rebellious image, he was always a professional. When he
worked for large socialist companies, like Podravka or Varteks, he never tried
to sell them something they didn’t want or understand. He fulfilled his as-
sighment, and always tried to achieve high-quality work.

The result of all this work was not always grand or memorable, but served
to educate Ili¢ about the business: how to speak and negotiate and interact
with people. This increased awareness of the role and importance of design
in business at least partially paved the way for the younger generation of de-
signers in the 1990s.

Klaus Mann: The Turning Point

GZH, Mirror Editions,Zagreb 1987

ALL COVERS IN MIRROR EDITIONS SERIES
Mirko Ili¢ & Luka Mjeda

For the cover of The Turning Point lli¢ And
Mjedareceived the Award of the Yugoslav

society of publishers and booksellers in 1987
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If there was any frustration or displeasure on his part at the time—and
perhaps becoming part of the reason for the move to America—it may have
been more a reflection of how he felt about his own work than anything else.

“Thad a period in Croatia that was, for various reasons, really bad for me. There
isno way of saying it nicely and of not offending anyone, but unfortunately, many
musicians got the shorter end because of it. I worked with all those folk singers
tomake money. At that time I had not yet argued and fought with my clients, so
I'tried to please various managers who wanted this and that, and when it did not
work out it was always my fault. I needed the money, Slavenka was sick, we were
building a house, and I had a thousand excuses... From this perspective, it was
a bad period. However. it was also bad partly because I stayed too long. Change

ARSIN

Il‘(l'lbﬂml dshagrafija,
— Ty

Arsen, selected and edited by Igor Mandi¢, the Bard library, Znanje publishing, Zagreb, 1983

1o

keeps me away from the routine. When you
think of an LP it is always the same twelve-
inch format, however you look at it—it is
always the same square. The year and a half
that I worked for The New York Times was
the longest steady job I have ever held in all
my life. Always the same pages and similar
assignments. That is when you start think-
ing: well, why don’t I change this or why not
that... llustrating on the side saved me; I also
did some side work, doing some of my own
things, otherwise I would have died. When
you get a job like that, you think you final-
ly got that big break, but to me it feels like
a death sentence. I sentence you to fifteen
years of hard work in this format and style.
I am always interested in changing things
within a medium. I really think each of the
jobs I did affected my overall work. Comics
significantly influenced my work on illustra-
tions—thus I frame my illustrations differ-
ently. Illustration influenced my design, LP
covers are often like a comic, photographs
come in a series, and typography is another
influence. I think that’s good.”
“Mirko was always creating problems
and new traps for himself,” says Mjeda.
“He could really prosper financially if only
he would stick within the scope of what
he had already accomplished. But he really
rebels agains routine. When he does the
same thing three times in a row and cannot
completely change everything the fourth
time—there is no way of continuing, he
just leaves. When work becomes automat-
ed, for Mirko Ili¢ it means the end. Even
with all the benefits he could have from
continuing in that kind of production, he
has to leave and find something else. Be-
sides, he doesn’t feel like going to meet-
ings where someone else gets to make all
the decisions.” »



“Zozo (Zoran Pavlovic) was
always kind of gloomy,
but at the same time a

lovely person. We worked 08fl5 0&/‘5 - 08/15
together really well in the U “ ASA“NI I] R M l] l)o ““Aj A
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Hans Hellmuf Hirs( Hans Hellmuf Kirs( Hans Hellmud Hirst

CDD, desinging Pitanja and
Polet. He joked about my
earring and I joked about
his age, but we worked
together just fine. Later,

we also worked on some
books for the GZH. That
work, I think, was quite
bad, not not because of him,
but because of me. Ijust
tried to be done with it. I
completely followed his H.H. Kirst: 8/15 In the Barracks; 8/15 In the War; 8/15 Until The End,
art direction—i.e., do thiS GZH, Zagreb 1981, AD & D: Zoran Pavlovi¢, ILLUSTRATION: Mirko li¢
with the airbrush. So, I was

really just illustrating to

his taste.”

—MIRKO ILIC
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David A. Kauffelt:
The Spare Parts,
GZH, Zagreb 1980

Thomas Gifford:
The Wind Chill Factor,
GZH, Zagreb 1981

GRAFICKI ZAVOD HRVATSKE

AD & D: Zoran Pavlovic,

GHAFICKT ZAVOD HEVATSKE

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢
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Looking for America

IN MARCH 1986, AT THE AGE OF THIRTY, after ten years as an artist, illustra-
tor, and designer in Yugoslavia, Ili¢ moved to the United States, to New York
City to be exact, which is “a wonderful mix of America and Europe, a blend
of different cultures and ways of thinking,” Ili¢ said. “It has a good relation-
ship with people, and does not care if you're a foreigner or even a gastarbeiter.
Before leaving for America, I traveled a lot around Europe, and especially dear
to me were three countries: Italy, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom.
I occasionally worked in Italy. Wonderful country, especially the food, but
you could never count on money or women there.”

The Netherlands was dear to him because of the quality of graphic design
and the liberal atmosphere, but it seemed too small, while the United King-
dom was economically unattractive. “It was a time of great economic depres-
sion.Margaret Thatcher had destroyed everything; they did not have jobs for
themselves and I was the last thing they needed in such a situation.”

Since, according to him, he would be only a gastarbeiter in any other country
in Europe despite his success, he opted for the United States, and on March
25,1986, accompanied by Luka Mjeda, he arrived in New York “with two
suitcases and two-thousand dollars in my pocket.”

As Tli¢ said, “This was my first trip to America, and I did not know anyone
personally. In one suitcase, L had my work and in other, clothes. I came in the
spring, which meant that my wardrobe was only good until the end of sum-
mer. So I had to start earning money before autumn.”

A few days after his arrival, with only his portfolio and a recommenda-
tion from the Italian magazine Panorama in hand, he visited Time magazine.
After a week, based on art director Rudy Hoglund’s commission, he created

OPPOSITE PAGE: a sketch for a cover on the subject of the oil industry. It was rejected, and he
Poster for the exhibition  Was ready to return to Yugoslavia. But he decided to stay. Soon, a few other
atthe YugoslavPressand  commissions trickled in, and then things started to roll.

Cultural Center, Askedifit was bravery or foolishness to knock on the door of the Time news
New York, 1987 desk, Ili¢ simply replied: “It was not courage; I had nothing to lose. No one
AD: Nicky Lindeman gave me a job for a song, but they soon realized that every dollar they gave
silkscreen print: Nenad me would earn them a thousand. They had seen my portfolio and I guess they
Bozi¢ thought I had something worth showing.”

Glasnost: Between Hope & History,

New York Times Book Review, 1987, AD: Steven Heller
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Gorbachev’s Gambit, BELOW: In Trouble in Black and White,
The New York Times — Week in Review, 1988 cover, The New York Times Book Review, 1987
AD: John Cayea AD: Steven Heller

“For decades the Times op-ed page and book review sections published
numerous foreign artists, from Roland Topor to Eugene Mihaesco
to Mirko lli¢. The joke was that all one needed to gain entry was an
unpronounceable name. But in fact, the surrealist visual language that
these artists employed to circumvent censorious regimes was a perfect fit
at the Times."

—STEVEN HELLER: “"WHO'S ZOOMING WHOM?" EYE 41, AUTUMN 2001
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MILTON GLASER: Unfortunately | can't remember
how it all started, except for the fact that Mirko had
a ponytail when he came to see me, along with his
bristling personality. | also assumed that that was
part of his entry experience into American life. When
was that?

MIRKO ILIC: | think it was April 2,1986. It was at this
table.

GLASER: I'm glad that one of us still remembers. |
don't recall why you came here anyway, whether
somebody had called me about you.

ILI¢: Yes, somebody had called you, it was Gloria
Steinem.

GLASER: You had met Gloria under some kind of
women's group association via your first wife,
correct?

ILI¢: You were on my “must-see” list. | did not know
the protocol, the appropriate etiquette here in the
States. Do you call? Do you knock on the door? Gloria
asked me one evening, at a party she had thrown,
what | was up to. | told her | was trying to meet this
guy Milton Glaser. And she said, “Oh, | know Milton.”
So she called you and Walter [Bernard] for me. And
that's how | came here.

GLASER: Gloria was an old friend. In this very same
building that we are now sitting in, we launched

Ms., within New York magazine. Gloria started New
York magazine with us; she was one of the very

first editors who worked on the magazine from its
inception, and later when the opportunity came to
launch Ms., she was passionately committed to the
project. But at any rate, when Mirko came to see me
| was enormously impressed by the quality of his
work and the intelligence behind it. Mirko's portfolio
had a vocabulary that was fundamentally editorial.
It was driven by narrative, and by the idea that there
was a subject and a story to tell, and not by the
decorative qualities of illustration. I've always been
interested in the role of illustration as a storytelling
device as opposed to simply a stylistic form. But what
continues to be interesting in Mirko's work is the fact
that everything originates with the core objective of
communicating something to an audience. And since
I think that is both illustration and design’s essential
purpose, whenever the work expresses that idea, |
find that I'm more drawn to it than pure virtuoso,
formal means. When you came here your work was
largely scratchboard and illustration, very European
in its orientation. It was often linked to political ideas
or ideas about culture and society. | have to say that
in the States, that interest has not been a significant
part of the development of illustration.

“MIRKO ILIC & MILTON GLASER: THE KING AND THE JESTER,” EDITED BY LAETITIA

WOLFF, GRAPHIS ISSUE #350, MARCH/APRIL 2004



Asked about the role of chance, Ili¢ responded readily: “I do not know if
all of it happened by chance. Remember that old joke that says that you can’t
win the lottery if you don’t buy the ticket? Before going to New York—as
always—I had made a list of my desires and goals. I always start from the top,
thinking that life will take me down, so why do it to myself. Because these
plans are actually some of my dreams, they are always set very high, so it is
easier for me not to fulfill them than to do more than I expected.”

The well-known designer and illustrator Milton Glaser occupies a special
place in Mirko Ili¢’s American experience. “The first week, maybe ten days
after I came to America, I knocked on his door. I brought my work. I did not
even know at that time how a real portfolio should look, and my English was
nothing special, so I simply placed everything on the table. And he surveyed
my stuff thoroughly. Then he asked me where Ilived, and I told him that I was
still at my friend’s place. “‘Where will you draw if you get a job?” he asked. I
said: ‘In the kitchen, on the table. Then he said: “The studio is here, so you can
always come and use a desk.” He asked me if T personally knew any designers
orart directors in New York and since I did not, two days later he gave me a list
with names and the ones he’d already called to recommend me were noted.
Afterward, I found out what he told them. It was something like, ‘someone
will call you and he speaks poor English, but don’t worry, his work is much
better than his English’.”

Soon Ili¢ repeated his success in New York. Very quickly he established
himself as one of the most interesting political illustrators.

“Once you’re in the system in America, as long as you don’t mess up, or start
taking drugs, or start disrespecting deadlines, you will keep moving forward.
At first I was producing about twenty illustrations per month, which meant
that I did not sleep much.”

From the very beginning Ili¢ insisted that the letter ¢ always have the ac-
cent over the last letter instead of the typical Americanized way of Ilic or Ilich.

“It was pure spite. I explained to them that my name simply sounds different.
However, I cannot put ¢in an e-mail address, and it gets thrown out frequently,
soIdo not insist on it that much anymore.”

And so begun the first phase of his career in the U.S. where he was profiled
in the new market as a political illustrator, i.e. an illustrator-commentator.

Damage Control — Reagan'’s Lonely
Defense of a Deal with Iran,
The New York Times, 1986

AD: John Caeya

TG

Uneasy Partners — Learning to Live
with a Coalition Government,
The New York Times, November 22,1987

AD: John Caeya

LOOKING FOR AMERICA

15



Shock Therapy and Its Victims
The New York Times, 1992. Ap: Michael Valenti

His visually sharp black-and-white illustrations were published in a number
of newspapers and magazines—Time, US News & World Report, Money, The
New York Times, The New York Times Book Review, The Boston Globe, Wall Street
Journal, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, and so on.

In an interview he commented, “I'm very sorry that I never drew for Play-
boy that was sixth on my list; I never got there because of the work load, and
they have never asked me, probbably thinking I was different kind of illus-
trator.” One Playboy editor read his statement, so eventually they called him
and commissioned an illustration. First of his illustrations for Playboy was
published in January 2006, twenty years after his arrival to the USA.

Tli¢ characterizes the American design scene as follows: “If they realize
that you draw apples well, you will forever draw apples as they already have
someone who draws pears and they do not want to take risk.” But he quickly
noticed a weaknesses in such labeling. “Irealized that most editors in the U.S.
did not want my brains, they only wanted my hand. They liked my scratch-
board illustrations and didn’t want me to change.”

In an interview for Graphis, Glaser said: “Usually people hire for style.
When an art director or a designer looks for someone, their choice is made on
the basis of style, not on the basis of intelligence. So if you want something
lighthearted, or something black-and-white, or a baby, you go to a specific per-
son. Thisidea of typecasting by style or by ability is the inevitable consequence
of the structure of art direction in the United States and, I suspect, elsewhere.”

A few months after arriving in America, Ili¢ met Nicky Lindeman (he and
his first wife had divorced years earlier). She was a painter who occasionally
did illustrations as well. They moved in together and were soon married. “She
was a painter and designer, I was an illustrator and designer. She knew all the
tricks to making a phone call in New York, I was still figuring that out; her
mother tongue was English, mine was not; she was a freelancer, I was a free-
lancer; she was handsome, I was not; the combination seemed ideal.”

They worked on a series of projects together including posters for local the-
ater and designs for a series of books by Herman Hesse. Later on, Nicky got a

Terrorists, Tourists, and New Refugees, Los Angeles Times 1987, Ab: Tom Trapnell
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jobasanart director at Sony, and together they collaborated on the design of a
few CDs. In the early nineties, they bought a loft in the (at the time) sketchy
meatpacking district of Manhattan. By the time Sex and the City rolled around,
the area had become one of New York’s most prized locations. At the end of
1995 their son Ivo was born, and in 1999, they welcomed their daughter, Zoe.

1li¢’s first major breakthrough in the States occurred in 1991 when he ac-
cepted the position of art director for the international edition of Time maga-
zine. “It was worth having it on the résumé,” Ili¢ said.

“Thad been doing illustrations for years here, but it was very difficult to do
any actual design. To do design, you had to show design, and I did not have
most of my work from Zagreb, so I thought it was a nifty thing to be the art
director of Time magazine, put it on my résumé and then move on.

“It was the first full-time employment of my life. And T had never designed
amagazine before. They offered me the job not so much because of my tech-
nical and design skills, but because of my understanding of foreign policy.”

After only six months, he left Time and was soon was offered a position as
art director of The New York Times’ op-ed page. Both jobs offered Ili¢ the op-
portunity to work with many illustrators and designers he admired. “It gave
me a good reason to call them and talk to them. It also gave me a chance to
offer jobs to young illustrators. For many of them it was their first big job.” »

New Role of NATO,
The New York Times
Op-Ed, 1991,

AD: Michael Valenti

GF Tries the Old Restructure Ploy,
Business Month, 1987

AD: Cynthia Friedman

U.S. Shoe Firms Step into High Tech,

Washington Post, 1987

AD: Marty Barrick
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Elusive Images-Reagan’s Top Aides Paint Conflicting Presidential Portraits, The New York Times, 1987, AD: Margaret O'Connor

He arrived at my door unannounced. | was
busy, not in the mood to see an artist’s
work. To this day | don't recall how he

got there. Black shoes, black socks, black
pants, black shirt, and black jacket draped
straight down from wide, hard shoulders.
The tieless, buttoned shirt collar abruptly
ended the outfit and announced the
beginning of a fair-skinned head draped
with straight blond hair and deep-set,
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Where the Reagan Revolution Went Awry,

The New York Times 1987, AD: John Cayea
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terrifying eyes. He was either an artist
or a murderer. Since he carried a small
portfolio, | was safe. Mirko Ili¢ sat down.
He introduced himself and gave away
immediately the fact that he was foreign
born. His accent was a strong reminder of
a comedy routine on Saturday Night Live
featuring Steve Martin as a nutty Slav in
New York.

An illustrator’s worth is something he
usually carries with him... his portfolio.
| did not intend to spend much time
with this one. | was preparing my usual
statement: “I'm going to look at this very
fast, but I'll see everything | have to, so
don't be offended.” The speech never
made its way from my mouth. The first
illustrations were so compelling and well
drawn that all the other responsibilities
of the day started leaving my mind. Here
was a brain at work! Here was talent to
put the ideas down clearly and precisely.
Here was a superb craftsman. The range
was staggering: line, tone, photography,
posters, scratchboard, cartooning. But
most important, the strength of the ideas
was overpowering. As | commented about
his individual illustrations, Mirko would
fill in occasionally with stories behind the
pieces, most of them anecdotes about
inhuman deadlines, nights without sleep,
and editors whose opinions have been
the bane of our existence since publishing
began. But through these stories came
further, more personal insight: devotion
to craft, humility, love of life, trust. |

wanted to work with this person. Actually,
| told him | wanted him chained to a desk
so he wouldn’t get away from me. We
talked for perhaps forty-five minutes. |
usually spend about fifteen minutes

with artists. We talked about his past in
Yugoslavia, about his varied assignments
there and in Italy. Mirko came to New York
just over a year ago carrying little more
than his talent. Shortly after arriving he
met his wife, Nicky, and settled in the
West Village.

While | was art director of Discover,
Mirko illustrated columns and stories,
and on one occasion conceptualized and
art-directed one of the magazine's most
powerful covers. Recently he was honored
by a feature in Graphis, the internationally
acclaimed publication for graphic artists.
In the past year alone, he has produced
over two-hundred illustrations for such
publications as the The New York Times
and U.S. News & World Report.

A huge calendar on his studio wall
reveals what appear to be deadlines for
every day of next month. But | have a part
in Mirko's future every bit as rewarding
as his professional career: | have been
declared his friend. Yes, that's right—

“declared.” It just happened one day. He
said | was his friend, and that was that. I'm
very glad | accepted.

ERIC SEIDMAN, ART DIRECTOR OF THE MAGAZINES DISCOVER
AND MONEY, FROM THE CATALOG OF AN EXHIBITION AT
THE YUGOSLAV PRESS AND CULTURAL CENTER GALLERY,

NEW YORK CITY, 1987



The cover of the catalog
from lli¢’s exhibition at
the Yugoslav Press and
Cultural Center Gallery,
New York City, 1987

D: Nicky Lindeman

“I must say that I could have worked and lived a normal life in Yugoslavia with
the money I earned. I did not come to America for economic reasons; I did not
come for political reasons. I came on a whim. It was a challenge. A challenge
to leave all the things I did in Yugoslavia and to say ‘let’s start from the
beginning.’ ”

“THE CAPRICE OF THE NEW BEGINNING,” NEDELJNA BORBA, BELGRADE, MARCH 14—15, 1987
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“I love working for newspapers because I have to adhere to a deadline.
Otherwise, I would keep on working, redoing, and at the end would probably
destroy it all. When I read the text to be illustrated, if I do not get the idea by
the first half of the page, I have a problem. If read the text and do not know
what to do, I wait until the last five minutes. Everything gets boiled down;
what now, what now. These quick ideas are simple. It is fun for me to sweat
over my work. I do not have to, but I love to create challenges for myself.”

—MIRKO ILIC

Ehe New JJork Times
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Book Review

Chances Are You're Codependent Too

By Wendy Kanminer

Richard Rhodes on Edward Teller/3

Tales of Terror and the 1040,
The NYT Book Review, February 11,1990

AD: Steven Heller
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RIGHT COLUMN: Give Law a Chance,

The NYT Book Review, August 26,1990

Rising Sun—Is Japan Really Out to Get Us?,
The New York Times Book Review,

February 9,1992;

Should War Be Left to the Generals,
The NYT Book Review, July 5,1992

ari\'ﬂn Hork Eimes

Give Law a Chance

Gay Talese Honors His Father/3

Thedew {Jork Eimes

Book Review

Ty 3

]

The Road to Hel

11 Is Paved With Yellow Bricks/7



Ehe New YJork Times

Book Review

Augy ust 16, 1987

Of Moles and Men
W N\ N Cloak & Gown

Yale University has always
been a great nursery for
spooks, according to Rabin
‘Winks, who takes a scholarly
machete to the jungle of myth
about the Ivy League heroes of
the 0.S.S. and the C.L.A. A
portrait of dining-club idealists,
champions of a sentimental
imperialism, missionaries bent
onimproving the world. 7

Conspiracy of Silence

The eminent art historian Sir Anthony Blunt was in truth part of
the infamous ring of spies laced through upper levels of British
society and government. A traitor's life story, told by Barrie
Penrose and Simon Freeman. 11

Spycatcher

Britain’s hottest banned book, Peter Wnght's memoirs recount
his career bugging phones, cracking codes and feverishly
pursuing supposed moles in Her Majesty’s secret service. 13

\

The Heirs of Calvmo and the Eco Effect

‘You Must Remember This’ by Joyce Carol Oates/3

Ehedew Jork Eimes
Book Review

~ Inthe Name of the President

ST

A Savage and Demeaning Ritual

By i S

“It’s very important to introduce
new ideas into your design. When
you’re listening to music, going out
to the theater, visiting museums,
socializing with friends, and so forth,
you will accumulate additional ideas,
and from some place other than
looking at other designers’ work or
at the design annuals. The best ideas
come from cross-pollination. Not
from just recycling the same crap
again and again.”

—MIRKO ILIC INTERVIEW ON WILL SHERWOOD'S SUCCES SECRETS

AND TIPS BLOG

LEFT:

On Moles and Men,
The NYT Book Review,
August 16,1987

Below
A Savage and Demeaning Ritual,

The NYT Book Review, October 14,1990

In the Name of the President,

The NYT Book Review, May 26, 1991

Thrills and Chills,
The NYT Book Review, July 28,1991
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The Man Who Invented Storrn and Stre:ss/ 3

LOOKING FOR AMERICA 121



Close to Home,

The New York Times Book Review, August 23,1992
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alt New Jork Eimes

Book Review =&

A 73, 1897 530

Close to Home

| Donald E. Westlake on Kesey's ‘Sailor Song'/5

The New Jork Gunes _

Is Yet to Come

FREPARING FOR
FERET CINTURY

It's a Bad Time Out There for Emotion

Erica Jong on Henry Miller/10

The Struggle
For Memory

o o T

| Robert Stone on David McClintick’s ‘Swordfish'/3 |

Close to Home,
The New York Times Book
Review, August 23,1992

The Worst Is Yet to Come,
The New York Times Book
Review, February 14,1993

The Struggle for Memory,
The New York Times Book
Review, May 30,1993

OPPOSITE PAGE

An American Feast:

You Are What You Buy,

The Wall Street Journal, 1988

A New World,
The Wall Street Journal,

July 9,1990

When The Patient
Takes Charge,
The Wall Street Journal, 1987

Early Retirement—
Bailing Out Early,

The Wall Street Journal
Reports, 1989

AD: Greg Leeds

Pay for Performance,
The Wall Street Journal, 1990

AD: Joe Dizney
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FSSAY
AN AMERICAN FEAST

You are what pow buy

WHEN THE PATIENT
TAKES CHARGE

The consumer movement
comes to medical care

Maore companies
link the pay of
employess—irom the
CEO on down—to
e long-term success

of the company
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Self Portraits

FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, ILIC had a habit of using his own image in
his work. He appears in his comics and illustrations, sometimes as a model
in the photo-illustrations he created for Danas, and he can also be easily
recognized in some more recent computer illustrations.

Writing about Stefan Sagmeister, Rick Poynor said: “Many designers
have exploited photogenic good looks in their publicity photos, but few
have put a high degree of emphasis on their personal appearance.”

Sagmeister is an example of a designer who uses his body in almost
an exhibitionistic manner. He famously carved letters into his skin with
arazor blade for an AIGA poster as a sort of designer’s tribute to Vienna
actionists. Although Ili¢’s critics often claim that he is an egomaniac, self-
portraiture has a completely different meaning and purpose for him than
merely showing off in public. Placing your own face in awkward social
themes which are predominant in his illustrations—nationalism, racism,
violence, terrorism, government and media manipulation—has important
political significance. Self-portraiture in politically charged situations
shows that the author is not isolated from the world; that he observes from ' S
alofty distance, but is included in its tensions. What Walter Benjamin says  Free Your Mind - Start with Your Mouth,
of Baudelaire can also be applied to Ili¢: “When describing the corruption MTV ad published in Colors Magazine, 1993

and Vice, he always includes himself. He does not know the AD: Jefferey Keyton, ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢
01 | Rick Poynor: Baring it all gesture of satirist.” 02
—Stefan Sagmeister and the Tli¢ is a fighter, always directly involved in the ideological

return of idea-based design, ~ Struggle against all the forces of conservatism, nationalism,
in Handarbeit, MAK, Vienna, ~ Tacism, sexism, or any official policy that seeks only to
2002,pp.62  Maintain power, and does not contribute to the improvement
of living conditions for citizens.
02 | Walter Benjamin In an interview he said: “Content is very important to me.
Central Park, New German I am not interested in pure design that much, it is a little bit
Critique, No. 34 boring to me. I've always felt that my design has to antagonize
(Winter,1985), p.54 ~ someone.” p

girls always end up with.”

FATTI E MISFATT] P
1 KETHA —MIRKO ILIC, "A SLOTH WITH CREATIVE SPIRIT,”

| UELLANG 4
\ OXORATA ROCIETA

POPBOKS, APRIL 1, 2005

Mafia, Il Venerdi di La Republica, Our Times — The lllustrated History of the 20" Century, Overstock

Milano 1992, ab: Franco Lefévre Unlimited Inc. 1995, Ap: Linda Root, Milton Glaser & Walter Bernard

LOOKING FOR AMERICA

“Leonardo Da Vinci said only bad
artists draw themselves. But I draw
myself very often. Uusally as a bad
guy because I noticed that’s who the
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"Of course, with Mirko it is hard to separate the work from the man, but I'll try. His illustration and
design have extraordinary intelligence. Far more is going on beneath the surface than meets the
eye. The work is witty. And though Mirko is quick to point out nuances that may have escaped me, |
sense other depths of subtlety and humor that he is keeping in reserve. So perhaps it is impossible
to speak differently about the work and the man after all.”

—JULIE LASKY

BELOW
Censorship in the Age
of Anything Goes,

The New York Times,

September 20,1998



by Laetitia WOLFF

MIRKO IS AN EYE—SHARP AND PLAYFUL—that
looks, observes, and remembers images and icons.
Whether he deals with socio- or geopolitics, scandals
related to financial, governmental, or medical
issues, Ili¢ manages to throw the concept right at
the reader’s face, somewhat brutally, however never
losing a distant sense of humor, and always with
the utmost relevance to and intelligence about f the
subject. Milton Glaser has said about Mirko: “He is a
designer that draws and an illustrator that thinks.”
Playing with visual analogies, Ili¢’s work
questions the limit of what can be done in design,
bypassing the established design rules while
making new use of them. Analogy, juxtaposition,
and comparison are recurring techniques used to
visually reinforce the editorial content he is given
to work with. His book layouts are often built on
thought-provoking diptychs, which in essence
convey a mental link between two images, i.e.,
two concepts. His art of provocation is not limited
to gratuitous visual puns or juggling concepts, it
also redefines the relationship between type and
illustration. Typography seems to completely invade
design while being shaken, toyed with, objectified
with imaginative details, as if the designer wanted
to disrupt both the body of text and the overall
meaning of design. %

“THE EYE, PART I*” WAS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN MIRKO ILIC, EDITED BY

LAETITIA WOLFF IN THE DESIGN FOCUS SERIES, PUBLISHED BY

CHINA YOUTH PRESS (2000), DISTRIBUTED BY GINGKO PRESS.

A member of the band Rage Against the Machine has a copy of the Red and Rising Sun—Is Japan Really Out to Get Us?,
Black movie poster tattooed on his arm and the illustration “Rising Sun” from The New York Times Book Review,

The New York Times, on his back. Above spread from Spin magazine. February 9,1992; AD: Steven Heller
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B INTERNATIONAL & S

Does it exist — or
do bad things just happen?

“When I got the chance to do my first cover for Time, it was less Evil,
exciting than meeting Mario BoSnjak on the street in Zagreb and Time International, June 10,1991
him inviting me to do illustrations for Start.” AD & D: Mirko lli¢

—MIRKO ILIC




“The 1992 cover that received
an award for exceptional
creativity sums up lli¢'s
thinking about evil: four black
letters on a black background.
Something that’s known in
the history of modern art, but
which was never done on the
pages of a major magazine.

All the injustice of the system
in which lli¢ has lived and
worked, he has commented on
over the years in a unique way,
which was brought to simple
perfection by the use of those
four letters.”

SANDRA KRIZIC ROBAN, MIRKO ILIC EXHIBITION
CATALOG: GRAPHIC DESIGN, ILLUSTRATION, ART

PAVILION, ZAGREB 1992

“In one week, this cover has
transformed the look of
Time magazine,” said William
Drenttel on the front page
edition of June 10, 1992. “It
has truly surprised people
and it is a good example of
the power of design.” All the
jury members praised the
subtleties and boldness of the
simple, two-tone design. “As
far as | can remember, this
is the only case that Time
magazine has taken such a
risk,” said Carol Carson. “For
them it is quite an unusual
design.” Apart from the
deviation from the usual
magazine practice, according
to Louise Fili, the Evil cover
stands out for its “stunning
use of Time's otherwise
extremely restrictive
typographical formula”.
38TH I.D. ANNUAL DESIGN REVIEW,

JULY / AUGUST 1992

Time Magazine

A WEEK AFTER LANDING in the United States Ili¢ was commissioned to of-
fer design ideas for the cover of Time magazine. He was elated. A few days
later, he hit rock bottom. The practice at Time in the late eighties was to get
proposals from four authors whose articles were competing for the cover.
His illustration was not accepted (the winner was Seymour Chwast). “I was
ready to pick up my things and go back home. I thought it was the biggest
failure of my career.”

However, other jobs followed and in the coming years many of his ideas
were accepted by the magazine’s American and international editions.

“The opportunity to do the cover of Time did not surprise me because I came
to America with the intention of doing just that. It was much more exciting
when they offered me a full-time job. It’s nice to write in the biography that
my first full-time job was as art director of the international edition of Time.”

His first few covers are in the recognizable style of colored scratchboard
illustrations, but soon Ili¢ began to use different approaches, including pho-
tography and collage.

“When I bought my first computer, I used it to scan drawings and add
color,” li¢ said. “The best example of this was the cover with Germany. The first
illustration I ever made in Illustrator was published in Time. And the first
illustration that I made using Photoshop was the cover of Time magazine. But
Ifeel alot of stress using these new programs, so if I don’t have a good reason
to use them, Iwon’t doit.”

As an illustrator, designer, and art director Ili¢ managed to publish many
bold ideas. In one example, the main cover story had no headlines; in another
the main headline was printed in black against a black background. Accord-
ing toIli¢, one of his biggest successes was a story about the conflict between
English- and French-speaking Canadians.
There was no text at all, not a single head-
line on the cover of Time. At first the edi- i
tors were confused, but eventually they :
had to accept the argument that using an
English title suggested favoritism for one
side, which of course, Time magazine could
not allow.

Tlustrations for Time, especially for the
cover, are created in close collaboration
among artists, illustrators, art directors,
and editors. Within that creative chain Ili¢
frequently changed roles from one to the
other—sometimes as an illustrator, some-
times as a designer, and when he was em-
ployed as an art director, he asked other de-
signers and illustrators to work with him.
When asked how he so easily moved from
one position toanother, hereplied: “It canbe
frustrating, especially when you work with
a designer who is not as good or is less expe-
rienced. You know immediately what will ~ cridiock, Time, September 12,1988
happen. You are WOl'kiI'lg ona StOl’y thatis o Rudolph Hoglund, PHOTO: Roberto Brosan
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Anatoli Rybakovs
i
O the Arbat

“I did illustrations for years, but it was
really difficult to do design. To work
in design one had to show one’s work,
and I didn’t have most of my work
from former Yugoslavia, so I thought
it would be a good idea to become the
art director of Time magazine, put it
on my résumé, and establish myself as
adesigner in the U.S.”

—MIRKO \LIC, “GIVE ME A DEADLINE AND THE MONEY,” ORIS

NO.2, ZAGREB, 1999

1 IO 4

~ Going
Vv -~ Going...

The Push For
Troop Cuts

The Spectre of Stalin,

Time, June 20,1988, d: Ina Saltz

Going, Going...,

Time International, February 12,1990

AD: Rudolph Hoglund
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highly political and the other guy doesn’t understand what the story is about
and says to you, No, no, it should be like this. I even told one man at one point, I
wrote thebook.Ialways joke that the only difference between a good art director
and a bad art director is that the good one gets the best out of you and gets the
credit and fame, and the bad one brings out only the worst.”

Sometimes editors and art directors had a clear idea of what they wanted
and what they considered important in the story, and sometimes they gave
illustrators free rein and hoped for the best. According to Ili¢, there were three
ways that he came up with cover ideas: by reading the first half of a story;
by listening to what the editors said; or by having no clue until the last half
hour before a deadline. He often stressed that he was inspired by the relent-
less thythm of the production cycle. “On Thursday I get called for a meeting,
by Saturday the cover is complete, and two days later distributed through-
out the world. And after a week it’s all gone and a new image takes its place.”

Because Ili¢ often added much more thinking to a story than just the
imagery he was eventually offered a permanent position. In editor Robert
L. Miller’s “From the publisher” piece, he unveiled his new art director and
how they had found him. Miller mentioned to Time art director Rudy Ho-
glund that he was looking for a new art director for the international edition
and Hoglund recommended Ili¢. “I can call on him at any time of day or night
and be sure he will come up with something very quickly,” he said. They also
concluded that the new art director should be someone who is interested in
international politics, has good contacts with illustrators and photographers
around the world, and knows his way around the Time newsroom. When Ili¢
mentioned this to his wife, Nicky, she said: “Well that’s you.” When Hoglund
recommended Ili¢, editors did not need much persuading.

“Ilike to change things, and many people don’t. Why take arisk? SoIdonot
like to stay in one place for long because constant repetition lulls you to sleep.

But being art director of a world-renowned magazine gives you endless
possibilities. You get to work with the best artists and photographers, you can
callanyone and they will answer. If I said that I wanted Naomi Campbell for
the cover page, we would photograph Naomi Campbell. Time International
has not had until then an African-American model on the cover.”

During his time as the art director, a much more dynamic version of the
design layout was being introduced. This was due to the fact that the col-
umns were of different widths, drew up in each other, and started at different
heights; for the theme of Switzerland, he arranged the text and photos into
shapes that suggested the cross from the flag, and in a special issue on France,
his interest in figurative typography is obvious. He would later develop the
interest further in the Times’ op-ed pages and for the book Elvis + Marilyn.

Despite numerous accomplishments and accolades, Ili¢ left Time after just
six months.

“They told me that I had to rearrange the whole magazine,” Ili¢ said. “I was
not interested in that. Ialways find it amusing when Americans tell me that
I must do something. I must nothing. I came from a country that has had
much more powerful instruments of repression. I didn’t have to do it there
and I don’t have to do it here, either. So I left.” p
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GERMANY
Toward Unity

SPECIAL REPORT

Will

Germany: Toward Unity,

Time International, June 25,1990

Abortion,

Time, May 1,1989

Canada,

Time International, June 18,1990

ALL AD: Rudolph Hoglund

“My greatest success is that there are no headlines on the
cover of the Time magazine about the English-French
conflict in Canada. They first placed the headline on the
cover in English, but I told them, ‘Hold on, if you put it in
English, it will seem as if you are taking the English side.
So they replied that they will put the headine in both
languages, but I told them that next time, when we had
Chinese on the cover, we also need to put the headline in
both languages, and they just said ‘Forget the headline.’
So, only the illustration remained on the cover, and my
greatest success is in what was not on it.”

—MIRKO ILIC
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GERMANY,
One Year 'La;ﬁer_: :
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Germany One Year Later,
Time International, July 1,1991

AD & ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

Cup Magic,

Time International, July 9,1990

What is Kuwait?,

Time, December 24,1990
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200" Anniversary W.A. Mozart, Time International, July 22,1991, illustration: Mark Sommers, d: Louise Fili

“At the time, Mark Sommers was my competition, working in a
similar style. And then, as an art director for one of the first covers,
I decided to hire him. His first cover for Time magazine was the
illustration of Mozart. To make sure that I did not screw up his
drawing, I hired Louise Fili to be the designer, because they had
already worked together, so the two of them would have a blast,
doing whatever they wanted. This is my personal justice system and
my reason to hire someone else. I could have done a very similar job,
but I found it easier and fairer to give it to him.”

—MIRKO ILIC
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Mirko and | were art directors at Time magazine in
New York during the eighties. It was exciting to work
with him in the same place, because you never knew
what he was going to do next. He always pushed
the limits that other artistic directors did not dare
touch. In fact, he cared neither for limits nor for the
way that we as art directors should behave. He made
a stunning range of covers for the international
edition of the magazine. His departure was a great
loss for the magazine—we missed the creative and
ironic way he represented his position. But in the
end, he was too big a personality for Time’s rooted
and scrupulous traditions. He had no ladder left to
climb. If he was in charge—art director of the whole
magazine—he would have in time no doubt insulted
a politician at a high post so that the graphic and
photographic departments for years would have
been banned from any contact with the White House
or something like that, though it might have been
good for us to get a healthy shaking.

After | left Time, | stayed in touch with Mirko.
I'm proud of it and I'm glad. When | was invited to
work on some simple charts for his book about the
Olympics, | learned what other illustrators already
knew: that he will take care of me. Because he was
in this position before, he knows what illustrators
and designers need: clearly defined job, sufficient
time, and an appropriate fee. And then they are to be
left alone in order to do their job. As for me, | knew
that whatever | made for him would be beautifully
designed and I'd be happy with the result. To have
confidence and respect for a person in this way
means that for that person you will work as hard
as you can. Some illustrators will strive to do better
work for some art directors and designers more than
for others. Usually they will enjoy the work more and
the final results will be better.

—NIGEL HOLMES



Globo Cop,

Time International,
April 1,1991,
ILLUSTRATION: Nicholas
Fasciano,

PHOTO: Matthew Klein,

D: Jamie Elsis

The Unwanted,

Time International,

June 24,1991,

AD&D: Mirko lli¢,

ORIGINAL PHOTO BY
Anthony Suau [Black Star]

RE-SHOT BY Tom Arma

Vers Ou? Nua? Dove? Wohin?,

Busybodies & Crybabies in America

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢
Angst in the Swiss Alps,
Time International, August 12,1991

D: Jamie Elsis

ALL AD: Mirko Ili¢

VERS OU? NUA?
DOVE? WOHIN?

Euwape

“I started to fool around a
bit with the articles and
then they told me that
it’s not a Time standard,
the text does not read so
and so. In my very bad
English, I tried to explain
to them that the English
copy represents 30 percent
gray area to me and thusI
act accordingly. If I didn’t
have an accent in America,
I would have to invent
one, because in this way
they never know if I really
thought what I said or they
just didn’t understand me
all that well.”

—MIRKO ILIC

—~

“Every Saturday, in the early morning hours, when we were finishing up Time,
the editor-in-chief would come to us and thank us for a job well done. It did
not matter if it was just a courtesy, it meant a lot to us at three o’clock in the
morning.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “A KID THAT'S DOODLING SOMETHING,” NEDELJNA DALMACIJA, JUNE 01, 1992
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hiave had an impact comparable to that of 1 It's abss worth remembering that thise first twe world-

nd B Revolution. 1n cach of those car- — tramsforming events, the conflagrations of 1914-15 and 1939
lh.r cases, our s victory keft g vacuum soon filled 45, resalted in the Joss of approximatehy 60 million lives. The
v new villains with b il that made another  palitical miracle of 195991 has also it vietims: scores.
global showdown inevitable. were killed &n 1be crackdowns in Thi aku, Viln s
Waorld War [ put the Prassan mifitary machine ouf of i
business and createsd new mations from the wrecka age of the
Halsshurg Empire, But by and paug g G
any, the victors contributed 1o the conditions out of which bakh, 1he Armenian coclave in r\.h.!l\zil|.ll| B
it arose. World War 1 alio so weakened Czarsst Russsa  Soviet Union bas given ap the ghost of the totalitarian idca
s who called themsehves Bolsheviks  with remarkably link bloodshed.
¢ the world were able, for Usisally when countrics and empis
h niumbers of their awn people with th
USSR, is an exception, Keeping it « enge tot enly
bt forits new leaders but for the rest of the woshd as well L]

The co
destroved the Third Reich and the

Euro Blues, The New France, A State That Deserved to Die, Time, December 30,1991
Time International, April 22,1991 Time International, July 15,1991 AD: Rudolf Hoglund, o: Nomi Silverman

PHOTO: Tom Arma ILLUSTRATION: Albert Uderzo

China: The Poisoned Earth, Supermodels, Beauty & Bucks, “1 made those letters and the page layout on the

Time International, April 29,1991 Time International, September 16,1991 disintegration of the USSR, but they killed the text. But

ILLUSTRATION: Wenhua Xu pHOTO: Brigitte Lacombe they really liked the solution, so they kept it for another
occasion and printed it two or three weeks after I left

Hong Kong — The Year of Living Anxiously, Stolen — The Fine Art of Thievery Time, Time, so someone else was Signed astheart dil‘ector, a

Time, May 13,1991 International, November 25,1991 woman who succeeded me...”

PHOTO: lan Berry ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢ —MIRKO ILIC

ALL: D:Jamie Elsis, AD: Mirko Ili¢
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New Europe,
Time International,
December 9,1991

AD: Irene Ramp

Europe 1993,
Time, December 28,1992
ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢ /
Oko & Mano

AD: Rudolf Hoglund

Stock stampede,
Time, April 27,1998

AD: Paul Lussier

Reading Europe’s Future,
Time, September 21,1992
AD: Rudolf Hoglund

Where's the Beef,
Time, February 26, 2001

AD: Paul Lussier
Which Way Will France Go,
Time, May 30, 2005

AD: Paul Lussier

ALL ILLUSTRATIONS: Mirko lli¢

I' N TERNATI!IONAL

READING
EUROPE’S
FUTURE

Worried Europeans
are turning b aquity
markets for the
comfortable
retirement

that governments
can o banger

How fears of
“mad cow”
disease are

changing the way

Europeans eat

WHIBH WAY
WILLFRANCE GO?

The vote onthe 1. mhm’rlﬂl has

a fiesee debal

"&Tﬂ.’u"’i’.’mmm "IUH il

“They faxed me an article published in Croatia where I was mentioned as a successful
American illustrator who earns tons of money, wears Armani suits, and has a platinum
American Express card. If they think that this is my biggest success, I don’t know what
to say. And by the way, I do not have a platinum credit card, it’s a fabrication by the
magazine. I think that my biggest success is that I am still looking forward to what I
do. What makes me happy is that I don’t know what I will do tomorrow, what in five
days—something will come, someone will knock at the door, the phone will ring, and
something different will be on my desk.”

—MIRKO ILIC, TRANSFER NO. 81, HTV, JULY 9, 1998
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“A month after I accepted the job at Time, the war start-
edin Slovenia and then in Croatia and war photographs
from my former homeland began to arrive at my desk. I
had a terrible sense of powerlessness. I had noillusions
that I could have done something if T had been there,
but watching the war in Croatia from the U.S. was like
watching a nightmare, but displaced.

I experienced a terrible shock when I traveled
with my wife to London. We entered the hotel room,
I turned on the TV, and on CNN I saw a picture of my
elementary school in Bijeljina and in front of it mem-
bers of Arkan’s Tigers, the Serbian paramilitary for-
mations of Zeljko Raznatovic. The newscaster was
talking about a large massacre in the town where I
was born and where I attended fourth grade. When I
came to New York, hardly anyone knew of Yugoslavia,
andnow everyone was watching massacres in Bijeljina
and knows this Bosnian town. I was safe, but part of
that despair, anger, and stupidity still got to me.” »

Ehe New Hlork Eimes

k Review

The Havoc in Yugoslavia,
The New York Times Book Review,
January 21,1996

AD: Steven Heller; ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

The Maze of Nationalism, Time
International, September 9, 1991,

D: Jamie Elsis; AD: M. |

About Serbian and Croatian
nationalism

The New York Times Op-Ed,
1994, AD: Michael Valenti

Media and War

Essay
George M. Taber

The Maze of

i withessed the two
faces of European
nationalism. In the rapidly
disintegrating Soviet Uniom,
ebusllicnt crowds bowted na-
tional flags unseen fora gen
eration, in proud cok
tion of their demands for
self-determination. Only &
few hundred mik

T he world last weck

slaughtering one another in
a Bloody recrudescence of
ethnic feuding.

Nationalism, an cnsotion
that began when msen first
joined topether in tribes, be-
«came an ideclogy i the 15th
century as part of the roman.
tic movement. In its best
form, natkonalism is 2 warm
patriotin, the feeling that
Eives people 4 lump in thel
Iim\-l s their national an
them is played at the Olym-

pics. In its belligerent form, it

is jingoism—my country

right of wrong —or chauvin:
Nicok

who was dedicated to spread-
ing the glory and power of
France by force of arms.

'Nationalism

Of all the political s |
of history. perhaps the |

strongest is nationalism.
More blood has been shed in
its name than for any other
e except religion. Dem.
gucs for conturics have
stirred up fanatical mobs by
blaming

e Tusljman are the I.u
3t masters of the trade.

Unfortunately, in the
coming months nationaliss
appeals may be heand more
and more. If political tur-
moil in the Soviet Unbon and
Eastern Earope leads o un-
emplovment and food short-
APES, 4% MAnY CXpeCt, scape-
goats will be in demand, and
they are bikely to be found
amid other ethnic groups.
Adam Michnik. one of the
carly leaders of Poland's
Solidarity movemens, warms
of the biood-dimmed
that may be loosed: -
nascent democracy, the rap
B nationalism, which has ex-
ploded together with free-
do s 2 trap that West-
crn Eutope has avoided, and
therein may lic a besson for
Eastern Europe.

MNatiomalivm's appeal rests deep in human nature, Peo-
ple have a basic need to find kinship with their own kind
while excluding outkiders. It bottoms perhaps on a sell-

presenving genealogical loyalty, And while other ideolo- |
gies come and go, nationalism has had relentless daying
power, Writes Istvin Dedk, a history professor at Colun
i “Owver the last 150 years,
authoritarian,
cid sway in Eavern
East European regimes as well as their professed idec
gics have proved to be cphemeral, What has been permas

nent is nationalism.”

Communism was supposcd to be stronger than ational. |
m. Marx argoed that the international class consciousness |
of workers was more powerful than any lovalty 1w flag or

Tal, comsery;

st amndd Bolbevik re
rope. But all of these

| not go away; it only festered
i At the same time, as Exstern and Central Europe
i were attempting to smother nationalism, Western Eu-

| der areas, i

|h. fland. That theory died m1 the uul’!r\JL of Workd
H d

1 o e g Nowethebcas, for mre 1ha 70 yéars
e Saviet Union and for more than 40 vears in Eastern ‘)

| crawled out of the rebble of World War I1, crics of “New
ef again!” could be heard everywhere. In less than 70

years, French and German
nationalism ked 10 three Eu-
ropean wars, including two
world conflicts. Some new
system had 1o be created
that would harness the Fran-
co-Gierman  rivalry. Nalian
Altiero Spinclli,
father of the European
Movement, looked back on

| those years and wrote, “Na-
| tionalim as a popular senti-
| mentw

given a death blow
by the catastrophe.”

The drive to create new
institutions that would bury
mationalisn was directed at
a crucial moment by a fow
Ieaders who grew up in bot-
rival tribes
had often clashed. They
knew what they were fight-
ing as oaly those who had
suffered under it could
France’s Robert Schuman,
West Germany's Konrad
Adenauer and [taly's Alcide
de Gasperi, who headed

their countrics for & brief, ©

auspiciows period in the car-
b 1950s, had all lved under
foreign occupation. All alo
spoke fluent German

They created the foan-
dation for what later became
ihe European Commismity
It i easy today to dismiss the
Community, when minssters
in Brusscls scem 1o be al-
ways bickering over the
price of milk. But the Com-
munity's achicvement is ks
great. The E.C. set out to
make another war between
France and Cicrmany un-
thinkable, Todday it is

The munity has
been so successful that calls
re mow bcing heard 1o cmu-
late it in Eastern Europe
Levon Ter-Petrossian, the

president of Armenia, tok the Sovict parliament last

{ years, several countrics

an cxquilitrium.

| learn from the west is that

| organization, where no one

| up an interweaving network
¢ of permanent negotiation

b that Central and Eastern
% Europe must mow choose
| between two cultures: “One

| while the other sayx, Let us
i go back to our own mational
i roots and buikd an onder ac

i ook beyond nathonal partic
{ wlarity. To overcome the
i curse of destruaive nation-
{ alism, the former commu-
i mist countrics will need lead-
| e with a much ability 1o
{osec over hatreds of
i the pat

S

q

onc cthmic power, Russéa,
towers over all the rest. In
the west, at least in the

. West Germany and

The kesson the east can

true freedom and indepen-
dence do mot come from
having a mational currency
of a national army. Ethmic
interests are better protect-
cd within a suptanational

s begemony and everyons
hes  voice. The Community
was successfiul because it set

that keeps everyone talking.
Poland's Michnik says

these cultures says, Let us
in Earope, and ket w e
ct European standards;

conding o sur mational pat-
cularity,” Schuman, Ade-
naver and De Gasperi
helped Western Ewrope

week. “We have to we this oppostunity (o create a por- |
mal commomwealth along the lines of the European |
Community.” History, of course, never repeats iself in |
exactly the same way. One fundamental difference be- |

| tween the two sides of the continent is that in the cast,

TIME SEFTEMBERS, 1981
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“It is difficult to create a fantastically good thing, not everybody can do it. For Belgrade and Sarajevo

But for some reason violence and crime come easy to a majority of people exhibitions in 2005, Mirko
who want to do it.” tore the illustration made
—MIRKO ILI¢, SATURDAY NIGHT, RTZ JUNE 12, 1979 for Danas in 1985 and

presented one half in

“What shocked me more than the cruelty to another religion or a nation Belgrade and the other half
was the cruelty that the ‘democratically elected governments’ inflicted in Sarajevo
on their own people.”

—MIRKO ILIC, HOMELAND FROM A NIGHTMARE, FERAL TRIBUNE, SPLIT, SEPTEMBER 21,1998

OPPOSITE PAGE

You Can't Judge a Book
by Its Cover,

MTV, 1993,

AD: Jeffrey Keyton,

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢
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Drip, Drip, Drip... — Boutros-Ghali, Arhitect of UN Failure,

The New Republic, 1994, Ap: Eric Baker, IL: Oko & Mano - Mirko Ili¢

“I watch as huge amounts of energy get lost in the wrong direction. I watch
people who I’'ve never even heard of, or have heard very little of, or only
bad things—blast in the newspapers to pieces some other people who are
considered to be living, walking monuments of culture and a great value to
this land. People are being stoned, newspapers bad-mouth their relatives,
their private lives. At the same time, this same crowd is horrified when

Serbian bombs blast cultural monuments to pieces. I do not see any difference,

because the scars that they leave on these people are the same as those of

Dubrovnik. It is unacceptable that people look the other way and don’t react

or even laugh. Silence means approval.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “A KID THAT DOODLES SOMETHING,” NEDELJNA DALMACIJA, JULY 1ST, 1992
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“I come from a generation that first got
to know Mirko as a legend, and then
through his works. And when | saw his
works for the first time, | realized that
| had a role model for life. The power
that was produced by a combination
of his reputation and the quality of his
illustrations had left an indelible mark
on my entire generation. We all wanted
to be like him. We followed his career
in America wide-eyed, certainly more
critically than any American would.
Each of his successes gave us new
strength to continue to do this job in
very difficult times. Mirko is the only
one from this region who has achieved
the most difficult: to easily move from
the domain of local star to that of
globally influential creative figure. In
June 2000, | was fortunate enough,
after fifteen years of waiting, to see
him for the first time in person, and at
his best, at a lecture in Ljubljana. All the
humor and lucidity of his illustrations
appeared embodied in his figure. When
| extended my hand to meet him, my
knees were weak as a teenage girl’s at
a Rolling Stones concert. He selflessly
opened all the doors of this business
to me, offered advice that | never
dreamed I'd get, and thus saved me
at least ten years of breaking through
into the West. My generation is slowly
entering the mature phase, achieving
global recognition on many levels,
awards, festivals, better life, but there’s
one thing | am sure of: We wouldn't
have been here if it wasn't for an idol
like Mirko Ili¢.

—SLAVIMIR STOJANOVIC



WAR,

The folder with information
on a charitable activity,
CLIENT: Toni Mandi¢, 1991,
AD & D: Mirko lli¢

“Toni Mandi¢, who was vice-president of Atlantic Records, had organized in
Los Angeles a campaign to collect aid for victims of the war in Croatia. The
cover was silkscreen printed by Nenad Bozi¢, originally from Belgrade. The
bandage is real, hand-glued ...” —uryo ¢
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The New York Times Op-Ed, January 10,1993 AD & D & ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

less money than before, so I had a lot of freedom. I could always say ‘if you

don’t like the work and you don’t want it, good-bye!’ And slam the door. They

could not blackmail me by threatening to fire me. So, the deal was I would
work there only if I could do what I wanted, which was to have fun with
typography, text shapes, and so on.”

—MIRKO ILIC
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sty raised by are

“One of the problems with The New York

Times was that it was printed very poorly
on horrible paper stock,” said lli¢. “So all
that was left was art and typography. |
needed to come up with something
unique and different. “

For inspiration, lli¢ turned to sixteenth
century German designs that arranged
figurative poems into various shapes, as
well as an illuminated page from the
tenth century “Aratus” manuscript. “These
kinds of things have existed for centuries;
| personally like to stretch the territory,”
[li¢ said.

He used these ancient works as the
basis for a series of Times op-ed pages
that literally turn type into art. For an
article titled “One Strange Bird,” he added
subtle illustrations of a beak and eye to
lend life to a typographic turkey.

For the editorial piece “You're Out,” lli¢
created a typographic baseball soaring
over the flags of the stadium and off the
page.

Like the unknown German designers,
lli¢ created a visual solution that
illustrates without pictures, blending
playful imagery with sober words. And it
overcomes the constraints of low-quality
printing and paper.

lli¢ also had to overcome the
constraints of a cranky editor: “My editor
noted that his pages were looking very
different from the rest of The New York
Times,” lli¢ recalls, “The wild combinations
of people and subject matter were
amazing.”

The paper received mixed reviews on
lli¢'s designs. “You have a lot of people
who have nothing to do but write to The
New York Times and complain,” he said.

“Some people saw my designs and thought

the rest of the paper was going to look
like that. But people who read op-ed
pages will read them anyway. “

“My goal was to catch the eye of the
person who was turning from the front
page to the sports page,” he continued. “If
| could catch their eye for just a second
and make them ask ‘What is this?’ Then
maybe he would read the story. | wanted
something bold, strong, and shocking. “

—BRYN M. MOOTH: INSPIRING TYPE, HOW MAGAZINE,

FEBRUARY 1996, PS. 95—96



ILIC AND THE NEW YORK TIMES seemed to have been made for each other.
For one thing, when he arrived in the United States, it was a bountiful time
forillustrators. For another, it was the era of Gorbachev and perestroika, so ar-
ticles about the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc countries were in demand, and
with his background, there was hardly anyone who knew these topics better.

“During the first three or four years in the U.S.,Iworked on a lot of political
illustrations. Since I came from Eastern Europe, editors assumed that I knew
more about it than the average American illustrator. When they did not fully
understand a piece, they would say: ‘Ah, well, you will think of something.’
It was very good for my career. I was labeled as an ‘Eastern European politi-
cal illustrator,” and they loved it.

When he became the art director of the Times’ op-ed page, Ili¢ was not
satisfied with merely commissioning and drawing witty and smart illustra-
tions. He quickly began integrating the illustration with the page layout to
its maximum potential.

The op-ed pages required that designers and art directors be directly in-
volved in the editorial process. If original art director of Op-Ed pages Louis
Silverstein did not want the layout to be predictable, Ili¢ took full advantage
of that mandate and began to explore a range of graphic possibilities. While
always adhering to the basic Times structure, Ili¢ broke boundaries, experi-
menting with various forms and formats of illustration. It helped that the
diversity of the op-ed content invited more design freedom by allowing for
unusually large white spaces. Before Ili¢, type treatment on the pages was
mainly restricted to playing with headlines. Ili¢ immediately seized the op-
portunity to create illustrations with the text itself. Figurative typography
has been used for years in many constructs, but never for one of the world’s
leading daily newspapers, that is, graphic format which is considered a most
conventional and conservative.

It was a bustling and prolific time for illustration and illustrators. And Ili¢
had successfully created a signature look for the op-ed section. Alas, it wasn’t
tolast. Over the following years, the power of editors—at the Times and other
publications—began to increase, while that of the art directors decreased.
Several magazines, like The New Yorker, have remained faithful to the form
of illustration, but steadily photography and pop culture portraiture began to
dominate majority of magazine pages. After a decade marked by innovative
illustrative and typographic experimentation, even the most avant-garde and
edgy magazines in the early twenty-first century retreated to a more conser-
vative design approach.

These are the days of Photoshop and stock photography. Illustration is too
costly and complicated. Abstract is out.

“Illustration has so many expressive possibilities,” Ili¢ said. “A photograph is
worth a thousand words, and it’s also easily understood by those who cannot
read. That’s really the crux of the problem and why there are so few illustra-
tions in publications these days. Editors and publishers have no power over
their message. Photographs are easier to control. The problem is political as
well. Imagine that the all the horrible photos of politicians sitting at a table in
front of a plant with a glass of water were drawn instead. It would introduce
a whole new insightful layer to their character.”

A decade ago illustrators were expected to offer sharp commentary about

Op-Ed Pages

el Pafko at the Wall

Pafko at the Wall,
Op-Ed, September 13,1992
ILLUSTRATION: Alejandro Arce,

AD & D: Mirko lli¢
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the state of American society. It was their job to criticize the president and
mock the politicians. But in today’s political climate, on one hand obsessed
with political correctness and so called “culture of complaint”, and on the
other hand with fear of terrorism, it is becoming more difficult to run the
edgy illustrations that were so common in newspapers only a few decades
ago, especially in The New York Times. That does not mean that good illustra-
tion never appears, but generally speaking the position and the selection of
illustrations today are dictated by editors who are guided by differing criteria.
Milton Glaser believes this reflects a general lack of understanding and ap-
preciation for the importance of details, vital “shades of difference,” and that
commercial media these days is controlled by large corporately controlled
conglomerates, all of which has led to the destruction of abstract thinking.
“Corporations are all cautious when it comes to individual expression,” Gla-
ser said. “Editors are increasingly looking to control that voice and to submit
it to a previously agreed methodology,” he added. According to Glaser, pho-
tography has one basic feature that illustration is missing—an inborn sense
of recording “real” moments in time, of showing what really exists. Because
we can see it and therefore “believe it,” the photo has become the best tool
to induce consumer desires. “The imaginative potential of illustrations have
become irrelevant today. The illustration is far too specific, too personal.”

The result is that magazines are becoming repetitive and overly similar.
These predictable formulas are used because the circle of those who decide
the content and design is becoming smaller, and the possibility of influential
creative people coming in from the outside is narrowing.

Citing Brad Holland and Roland Topor as role models who encouraged him
to work professionally with the illustrated form, Ili¢ believes that illustra-
tors today do not have the courage and boldness to revitalize the discipline.

“Illustrators need to be more ambitious, to deeply reflect on ideas and not be
shy when it comes to fighting for the professional financial satisfaction or job
be damned,” Ili¢ said. He also said that more art directors need to promote
high-quality illustration.

“I think that the attitude toward illustration is get-
ting worse by the day,” Ili¢ said. “Newspaper and mag-
azine editors are gaining more power. I often say in
lectures that nowadays art directors are the highest-
paid couriers in American corporations. Give them the
work, and they will carry it to someone who actually
makes the decision.

“I once sent a piece to an art director and I got no
response, so I asked him what was going on, and he

Wheres Clinton on Asiz? -

A Brief Version of Time,
Op-Ed, February 18,1993

AD & D: Mirko Ili¢

01 | Alexey Brodovitch [Harper's Bazaar,
1934-58], Bradbury Thompson [Mademoiselle,
1945-59]; Allen Hurlburt [Look, 1953-68],
Henry Wolff [Esquire, 1953-58; Harper's
Bazaar, 1958-51; Show, 1961-64], Thomas
Cleland and Leo Lionni [Fortune 1948-62],
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said, T don’t know yet, I haven’t shown it to the edi-
tor” Why? If the art director says that he likes it and
the editor does not like it, then he would have to fight
for the piece. If he doesn’t show it to him at all, then
he won’t be told what to think by the editor.”

Ili¢’s observation that art directors are more accu-
rately described as art secretaries follows the famous
thesis of feminist analysis. Feminization of an occupa-
tion occurs when a profession begins to lose its social
reputation, i.e., certain occupations open up to women
only when they start to lose the position of power. All
the great art directors of the fifties and sixties—ex-
cept for Cipe Pineles—were male.” That’s changed a
bit lately as many women have become art directors,

Roger Black [Rolling Stone 1976-78]...

The first member of the New York Art Directors
Club was Cipe Pineles, and from 1941 until 1945
she was the art director of Glamour, while in late
40's she formed a new teenage market through
the Seventeen magazine, and then in the period
from 1950 to 1958 through Charm magazine she
created a prototype of a magazine for a new
target group, young employed woman. Martha
Scotford published a book about her work:

Cipe Pineles - A Life of Design [WW Northon &
Co., 1999], see also Martha Scotford: The Tenth
Pioneer, Eye 18, autumn 1995; Steven Heller: Big

Ideas That Built America, Eye 22, autumn 1996.



but the position no longer holds the importance it did
decades ago. Major design decisions are made by pub-
lishers, editors, and marketing departments.

“Art directors are more or less anonymous today,”
Tli¢ said. “There are several big art directors, but for
the most part they are an endangered species. Great
art directors are way too expensive and they usually
argue with the editors. Then they get fired and for half
the price the editors can get someone younger who lis-
tens. So in America today, very few of them have cre-
ative freedom. Someone like Sagmeister likes to take
jobs where he has total creative freedom, but loses
the money. People see his book and think, Wow, he
must be earning a lot of money. But in what he does,
there is not a whole lot of money. The real big money
isin a good corporate identity, but he does not do that,
not because he would not be given such a job, but be-
cause he knows what compromises need to be made
and what it is that you can do there. Maybe one day he
will become so great that he will be able to do whatever
he wants and he would not be picked at, but for now,
sometimes you have to say: We do not do thisand that’s
it, because it is a no-win situation. There are art dire-
tors who argue with editors, fight for their ideas and for
you as an illustrator, and they do very good things, but
in most cases they are engaged for smaller projects. Of
course the design and illustrations in Rolling Stone are
better than in the Financial Times, and of course Roll-
ing Stone will be the first to take a good gimmick from
a good independent magazine because it can afford it.
On the one hand, you cannot make Ray Gun from Time
magazine, and you must not. Accordingly, the editor of
Time magazine has more influence, because the maga-
zine is editorially driven, more driven by the content,

text. On the other hand, Ray Gun has no content, so the editor does not have
anything to say. Since there is no content, let’s have a look!”

1ILié: Up to then, the op-ed page design depended solely on the
quality of illustrations. The only real hurdle was to not to screw
up the illustration.
Michael Valenti, who worked on the op-ed pages at that time,
was going on vacation, so they said: Why don't you take over for
the summer? They were setting me up, because Steve Heller said
that if they offered me a job, | might not accept it. So | did this for
a while and they asked me if | liked it, and | said: Well, there are
some possibilities. And there was some of the Polet atmosphere
in me; | could have called anyone | wanted, young illustrators, old
ones, people who were my idols and people who became famous
later on. I've heard people saying that that position made them
illustrators—once they published an illustration in The New York
Times, others began to take them much more seriously.

To make a long story short, they finally offered me a job,
and | told them: Yes, but | do not want to work there for long.
But according to the law, you have to be on probation for half
a year and then work for a year... So they asked and said that
it would be nice if | worked for a year and a half. OK, | said, but
after that, I'm gone. I am not staying more than a year and a half.
And that move made a big difference for me. For two reasons.
| proved to them that The New York Times salary was a lot less
money for me than | could earn as a freelancer. As a freelancer
in The New York Times, | was earning more than the employed
art director! Therefore, the money was not an issue. One should
not forget that these years were important because of all that
was happening here. It seemed to me a moral obligation, to do
something that | could, to push something in one of the world's
most important newspapers. And if the case was that editors
were giving me a hard time, I'd say, You know, I'm going home.
They could not blackmail me. Then they would give in: Let’s talk.
So I still managed to sell them a lot of things.

These changes are connected to a new phenomenon that stock agencies are

becoming the largest clients and distributors of illustrations. There are some
benefits that come out of it—readers get quality illustrations, and magazines :
are saving money by publishing illustrations that are not made exclusively
for them, but the problem is that art directors are not raising new illustrators.

In the article “Where Credit Is Due,” Ili¢ has—using the example of one
edition of Time—pointed out the increasing common practice of magazines
not signing illustrators, just the agency from which they have purchased the
right to publish the illustration.

“In the midst of Bill Gate’s monopoly problems with our government, it’s
appropriate to observe that he has begun to monopolize our visual history.
He owns both Corbis and Bettmann and who knows what else. If this trend
of crediting only stock houses continues, people of the future will read these
magazines and assume our most prolific and versatile painter and
illustrator was Corbis Bettmann.” °* p

02 | Mirko li¢,
Where Credit

is Due, AIGA Magazine,

How To Lose The Cold War,

vol18 no. 1, 2000 The New York Times, 1992, Ab: Michael Valenti
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A Murder,
A Mother,

T 1ILié: During the LA riots we ran a piece that
had an image of a drop of blood. This was
the first page that | started experimenting
with. Because there was panic. The text
was coming from Los Angeles and as
things developed, the text was being
changed. | had to have a closed page even
if 1 did not get enough of the text and so |
had to leave it open for more text. That's
why those blood drops were invented;
| sprayed it on the spot and pasted in
between the text. Something arose out of
SEESIEEESEEEEE | pure necessity that came out pretty good.
It was at this point that they realized that
something different could be done than
just grid grid grid.

The things that | did for them were
mostly mechanically assembled. At that
time, there was a single Macintosh on the
entire floor and mostly charts were being
made on it. Sandglass was the first page
that was made with a computer and there
were a lot of problems with the graphic
union because, according to their rules, |

These Sl Ba(-isof Nails

= Wi
Few A, g, Wl o= Y able ate

Beds of Nails, After the Geldkrieg, could not touch the letters. Before that,
The New York Times Op-Ed June 13,1992 The New York Times Op-Ed, September 20,1992 when the art director or designer came to
IL: Seymour Chwast ILLUSTRATION: Milan Trenc the printing office and wanted to arrange

or to change something by himself, a
strike of graphic workers would break
e e - — == outimmediately—they would leave their

g L O e . Pt Mears | metal rulers an;/go out. This push me-pull
= me situation lasted for about two or three
months, until they got some additional
paid time off due to the introduction of
computers.

It is interesting that around that time—
Ray Gun started in 1992—David Carson
was doing something similar to some of
these things with typography. However,
what seemed to me an essential difference
was that it was much harder to move
the wall for five centimeters in the The
New York Times than two kilometers in
Ray Gun. This made it interesting. It was
also interesting because they probably
would not accept it had it not been most
positively assessed by the audience—
the pages became more interesting. Of
course, someone is always complaining
about something. And not all of them were
revolutionary; occasionally something
unusual would happen. Sometimes it
would all come together just in the last

Noom

Time Out. It’s Almost Summer, Failure by Design, minute, sometimes we had a good classical
The New York Times Op-Ed, June 20,1992 The New York Times Op-Ed, May 2,1993 illustration, and sometimes there was no
ILLUSTRATION: Milton Glaser ILLUSTRATION: Paul Rand reason to do anything unusual.
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This Is America,

The New York Times
Op-Ed, May 1,1992

AD & D & ILLUSTRATION:

Mirko lli¢
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Foreign Affairs . . On My Mind
ThlS IS .Amerlca & A M. ROSENTHAL

Beats Up
Soul Mates

Afler more than 40 years, the
blcdy feuding between comserva-
tives right

By Terry McMillan

DANVILLE, Calif.

remember when | first saw

that videstape. | wanied 1o

hide my face bt | coulda't. |
thought lor sure 1 was shat in

South Africa, but no, the news-

casies sald Los Angeles And it

‘s 1991, The cops were kicking Rod-
ney King as if be were a dog who'd
Bisten them, beating him with (helr
billy chubs as be lay curled up on ihe

wingers and

erates over U.S. national security pol-
icy looks finished. And a serious
SINUEEIC BMONE  conscrvalives i
emerging.

The conservative/ right-wing Heri-
tags Foundation has thrown down the.
gauntiet against its ideological broth-
ers — the Bushies, the neo-comserva-

el bonding with the emerging Bill
cluunn wing of the Deme<ratic Par-

Klm Hotmes, director of the foun-
dation’s forelgn and defense policy
studies, i+ promating his think tank's
strategic “Bleprint” He talks of

and
principal 1argets ate notl the Clinton-
iles, but ihe lollawing groups of con-
servative soul mates:

Prexident Bush and alher purpose-
less  conservatives. The Herage
stafl members agnee with the. Mmh—

level Pentagon reports and the il

fated and laie concept of
a'New World ' " (e document
says, "the Bush Administration has
been strangely and negligently silent
on what America's new role i the
world should be."

The text o laced with this kind of
frustratson, [ is quite clear that the
e ot in the
abslity of Presidest Bush and his
akdes (Dofente Secretary Cheney the
exception) 1o define “what America
mands for a the world, acw that the
Sovert Union has disappeared.”™
The neo-conservatives and other

Ending the
conservative-
liberal feud on

national security.

crutaders. The Blueprint firioes di-
recily at neo-cons like Joshua Murav-
«hik and Samusel Huntinglon over de-

ihe
world for 13 own gake or exclusively
for the sake of others.” Humanitarian
aid and selling American valucs ts
fine, but 00 further diversion of U.S.
fessurces on such causes.

ent. They

In 1he folkowing weeks, 1, like mil-
lions of others, waiched the tape over
and aver, feeling more enraged each

tirme. “They'll ko b9 jail” ks what my
friends and | kept saying. “R's m

opea
of.” The evidence of police bnmmy
was indisputabic; we were cortain
1hat for emce the police would be held

She 108 me ikt W Jury in Simi
\‘l'lhy 4 mnmiy te sublirt of Los
m«m the four po-
Mlmmmllimn!.mmmem
tion of ane officer, who'd been iried
for anc count of assault. | felt il Then
he phone started ringing.
When the verdict from the all-white
Jary finally came on the mews — afier

the palice staried
fying over homes in south-<central
Los Angeles i helacopters and haw il
seemed s I overnight L. A had be-
come & police state, ot least where
blacks’ and His lived. | never
3w a police helicopler Iy over Bev.
erly Hills or Maliby,
W breaks my heart 10 know that
Pressdent Bush thinks America is

neos like
Charles Krauthammer and ideas like
i | advenlare” r-

Pairick Buchonan ond oiker isolo-
tioalsts. As moch in serrow as in
anger, (be Blucprint consistently a-
tacks nathvists, protectionists and iso-
lationista: “If gredgiagly, most con-

avmw-lmu-pnhlnwn

m report sresses thai mc U,s
cannot allard 15 siand by and
theeats grow, nnﬂuwnw:m:ru
13 own destiny, Sirikingly, the foun-
dation  cons prome

iders
trade to be lbogp-nnlmum.nmn
abroad.

Neee of this ks to suggest that
Hervtage thinkers now adore |Ih=rlIl
o are abogt 1o embrace BUI Clison.
Administration’s

clnm s Imun policy statements.
Both wast o new strategic vision
Both seem o give priority to lixing up
America, though the Clinton crew i
clearer on this — and their means
differ. Doth emphasize free trode.
Both want the U5 1o try for collec-
tive action against Mlu. Bt 10 be

we can,
we must,”” ax Mr. Clinton put L

Mor does the Heritage crowd seem
1 quarrel with the )

2l such for everybody.
I 2ngers me when 1'm tokd 1o put my
hand ever my cheal 1o sy the Pledge

of Allegiance, to sing “God Blesa
America” when | see ihis kind of
Magrant rocism and am asked 1o ac-
eept it

I'm mad, Everybody should be

ed 1he Constilstion amd the Bl of

, Rlghis.

The jury based Hs verdict on what
Rodney King parpartedly did before
the §1-second video was shot, What

could one man do to four men srmed

25 and ang;
twrn for help, you strike oul at any-
body, hayor Tom Bradiey can’t do
anything but beg, and no one's mter-

ested in Hstansng 1o him. 1'm not

The focusis
on our anger,
not the injustice.

ive.
Ard when you are foriunate enough
to live in a pretty borhood, pay
Mbﬂllﬂumwwlwm
read, think you can
h ﬂmd frem the Barsh realities
of ihie nature. Well, I'm mot that
shiolded. And milions in thas cousiry
aren't either,

My brother is in prisce right now,
He was arrested 10 miles from Sim|

many
ﬁhlwmhwmwyllrnrﬂw
same olfense? How many inrecent

l,.lndhpmr'lomhl’lhll‘h‘v

ever gone 1o some of their heads.
mmv\nmmrmw
alty abuse |1, ard this inekdent is no
excepdin.

The humiliation snd outrage that
Americans — whites and Blacks, poo-
of color allke — fecl I vald
We're ontitled ko it. and now (ke focus
£ 00 car anger and B o0 e injus-
tice isel,
Thit I8 America. The land of the

not going 1o tokerate this kind of trav-
ety, then | say we have 1o make our
paint any way we can,

| really don't want 1o see inmacent

1t's unfortunate: that this case, s
mleqm.m never bo appraled. |
mwmumlul
-wdu-rlluupm id feel differ.
mh:y 1 ho Biad boen their son.

Those jurors should be forced to now
what, If foels Tike 1 be kicked and hil
with a baton wiile lying on concrete,
bebiad ars & g s sk Praving

i ago. ng
for guidance. - Somethng. A con-

Terry McMillon i author of the farth-
coming revel “Waiting to Exhald ™

By Jon O. Newman

here 1 8 comstruciive
siep that this natien
can Lake right now (o
provide s clilzens
with a fair remedy for
potice brutabity of the

I:Iae we Bave scen in Los Angeles.
Congress should enact and Prosi-
dont Bush should sign a civil rights
protection sct of 1992 — & new law
Ehal would permit the prestige and

lawsaits for victims of palice mis-

conduct.

The acquistals in the Rodacy, King
cast tell o8 many (hings about the
many Issues that confront urhan
America. [t one of the most impar-
tant messages the aceuilials send fe
II\M (ﬂmhlk law is often an incom-

cut. Peniagen by onc-third
over the next five years. The main
areas of difference appear to be Mr.
Clision's greater

far
-duunu the competing demnnds o(
law enforcement and the nghts of

citinens.
absut wheth-

by a prey
tmore thaa 50-50) — ﬂu: EXCCRRIVE
force was ustd. Some jurors, cbvicas-
Iy the 12 in California, are not per-
suaded by the high standard that ap-
plies In crimimal trials

in all palice-misconduct
eriminal Lrials, there is an inevitsbie
reluctance ee the part of ordinary
citieons i brard a law cnforcement
officer a3 3 eriminal In o k-‘ H’H.
purets will impese
alien they will not, even If lhy mn
ihat the police acied tproporty.

For mast grievances, soclety doss

nol. rely exclusively on eriminal law,
A civil remedy \hat is ussally avail
able cnables a juror 1o condems
wronpasing without being persaded
Beyond a reasonabilo doabt, and with-
out branding a delendant a eriminal
A Juey In 5 evil case can sward
money o the victim, not merety i

1o pro-
mote demecracy abread, amd his ro-
1mmn|.smwmmmueum

em,
What really bothers Mr. Holmes i
ihe Clinton rhetoric, but the team

marnly o people, not principles.
These are manageable matters that
farercll somethizg historic: A1 beast

erﬂ!ﬁmﬂ mammmuuom
usnd excessive lorce in subduing Rod-
ney King, the core problem in their
Arial was that the jurors had only twa
exireme choites — oither find the
alficers guilty of a crime of compleie-
Iy exenerate (hem.

Two majer shitoches stood n the
way of finding the officers guiity, ns
they do m every criminal police-mis-
conduct case.

First, the jurors must not merely
find that excessive forco was imed,

betwoen asd one
cmcl-l wing of conscrvalives, dec-  Jon O. Newman is a judge on the
ndea ol may be dﬂ of Appeals for ihe

‘with,

Second Circull

but, through  pusitive
‘damages, to cxpress lis sense of the

ol

cable in ardinary civi! rimie = poeed
of the evidence

to permit civil
suits in cases of
police misconduct.

oy the Undted States
.maamrar the knjured victim.

The caso would be investigated by
the Federal fureau of Investigation
and presented by the Undied

® The sult would be brought direct-
wmlkm,wnlnm em-

Acl:ym plrﬁ-hu-m
colkecior pegligonily causes a molor
wvehicle actldent; the city should sim-
Uarly pay when one of iis officers

community's srage over the crime.
Al present, there 15 3 Federal civil
remedy for polic nma But i
i woadully i A viclim of
palice. hmullx; may sue 3 m nln.
cer for
stntute, mﬂ“‘&t has mml lol-l
deliciencies.

The viclim alane must infiale the
sult, the defendent |s customarily the
potice alficer rather than the city of
stale that emplays the alficer — and
the ellicer is uwaally exoncraied, de-
spite his wromgdoing. if the j-ry linds.
thit be acted in goed fasth,

A el mmm it

the way of the cily"s obligation 1o pay
damage to the victim of his wrongdo-

ummm!mlwm

Not
Grateful

At ibe end of this cobamn
hanor roll, lhlllhl Ihdmm
antwuwlwmhmhu

ﬂhmnhmmmu

Assad and
the Syrian
hostages.

abaald be glad. But, as Sovict pedilical
sometimes sald when they
were released from their own gulag
= glad, bat med graschul. )U's o eritical
: Tight l_bll:‘ﬂwuulégw
1a fight al
w&:\luﬂ"mls.
Mr. Assad and the crimes he com-
mits every day of his relga go far
Jewish-Muslim or
raell rolatsomy. They Wrvolve the un-
ending contest between freedom and
despatism. Most of his victims are his

Pellow Mustims.
‘This ks o shert list of some of those
rim. :

Federal remedies are inadequate. All - Groen.

ihe Justice Department can &0 s

bring A criminad civil = nction.
Such n prosecution ml matced,
Bt it wold encoanter the same ob-

stocles that were fced by the sate
prosecutars i Los Angrles.

A pew ciwl wait hmd-l by the
Federal Gevernment sffers the bew
thope of previdiag o lawiul means of
remedying unlawiul coaduct against
cltlzens. o

And members and
wnmmhcmclmmm
of Syrian Jews.
aa‘"m tnues b5 easentinlly s

lml
Ilnmumm The rost of
Wmmnmm
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Abroad at Home DIALOGUE On My Mind
ANTHONY LEWIS A.M.ROSENTHAL

The
Clinton
Mystery

BosTos

‘What has gone wrong with the Clin.
10m Presidency? Can It ba fixed? Or
are we headed for another fallure
m:whm-mwlmm

deubls.

It is the Mithe things that burt, as
always in politics — becsuse they are
& metaghor for larger worries. How

bee 80 olilivious 1o public reaction? e
there mo one on his siaff with the

Oblivious |a the ward, 10, for the
of the White House travel
office affair. Put aside the cronylsm
made by some In the
press. Did no one on the Clinton staff
undersiand haw unfair it was 1o fire
long-Aime employees as  suspected
wrongdoers wilkout giving them &
chance to defend themselves? Or how
idintic It weuld kook to deny later that
ey had been fred?
The about this smart Ad:
‘minigiration is how it can be so oblivi-
ous (o reality, And that goes much

The A.D.L. Under Fire

Its Shift to the Right

Has Led to Scandal

By Dennis King and Chip Berlet

Ant-Defamation League of
B'nal Brith bs embrolled n & scan-

The
Jewssh
commanlty
has »
to_monitar uns
Semux groups. We

nitemmpes to use
IthhL'ld-p
0 bulld stersotypes of & sup-
spy oclopus, yet we be-
ligve the ADuL.'s leaders are reap-
Ing what they sowed when they lunged

1o the right in the Reagan-Bush years

and became a nec-conservative cliadel.

The A.DL spin doctors adopted a political
donible standard that Mmﬂgﬂvﬂﬂﬂlﬂ
sctivists
bigetry of the ADL'S m mwﬂ allies. lh
1584, the A.DL was justified in scolding Jesse
ackeon, & cand!

uozm:.nmm.nxm_.cmm The AD. urged
st to monitor blgess but also to  condemn Louls Farrakhsn for caling Hitler 8 oppose him, evidently again
of other Individunls  “great mi shragged off f on s tax- B3 An ex-
the dovish son of the & Ton an's. securi for pasaivity. After be bowed
mer lsraell Defense M ty staffers fallowers meo-Naxl Lyndon  out, the AD.L. published &
Moshe Arens) and bundreds of  LaRouche organization. A S4-page ADL report  cal analysis of his remarks.
al, civil rights and  on Mr. LaRouche in 1588 two the

dorper
dents of recent weeks.
A cle may be in Mr. Clinion"s
campaign Lt year, I was & cam-
1

palgn of sweeping promises: sweep-

ing and explicis. He did ned just utter

generalitles aboul making Amﬂu
would end

contrary. BIll Clinton was part of &
generation that rejocted as an extuse
the bdea that things are hard to fix. It
believed ihe counlry's problems
stemmed from inept leadersiip, and
belseved it could solve them If it took

power.,.
Therk is dealism in that view, bt

cationa,
solve all thelr problems. But the de-
sire greatly culpaces the reality of

Presidential power.
Bnulhm Bin cumwb-lkml:n
jal myth when he took

ullnlitmmla

from the Communism at home hind been a mistake.)

and abrond. m&nummwm
To avold any such diversion, the AD.L said in  attacks, with the likellhood

1984 that & Louts Harrls poll it had commissioned  ther Lewsuits in the Californis scan-

biad shown reports of Farm Belt anth-Semitism to  dal. The usual circling

Report,a newsletter,

in The W an ADL !'lr.lMel'.
-hn:

has sacrificed principled pelitics 1o sxpedien-
:‘:."W'-‘?ﬂ ADL 1o mt:m trust it by

It's a Big Lie,

Hailed by Anti-Semites

By Abraham H. Foxman

thvity because it does not exist, and yet time and again we hear the charge
that the A.D.L. is spying on good folics. Those who charge us with such activity
don't have the idea whiat we are about, and at least have the onus of
bringing proof to support their charges. .

The Big Lie technique takes Inmocent actions and portrays them as sinlster.
Such has been the case with the use of the word “files.” The “proof” that the
ADL umﬂumum“nmmmmnﬁ-mnlmd

Big L techaique ls nlvlm\nll Just ask us st the Antl-

what it lakes to govern: explal

lnvedwmrynnn which Is pot gev-
Ilulnlbe:n-

I or
ing

Comni .

Tsa""ADL

League, which

public in & way that woald sell it, not

What is
wrong with

this Presidency?

even his ecanomic program._
It ia n savage werld for presidents
these days, a4 those of us who crith

cize them ought 1o
The pres is ravencus, ready (o see
scandal in a speck of dust Its self-

The talic show hosts are out there,
apewing ignorance and hate. Mo ro-
mer I3 oo absurd of 100 Invasive 10
repeat.

The Republican opposition |8 rigic-
Iy partisan, showing na willingness ta
faca the economic mess that Repabll-
can Adminisirations created
Mr. Clinton also has to about &
midget Mussolinl who clalms be can
malke the irsing run on time — &s long.
A you don't ask him how,

LI far oo early 1o wrilke BIl
Chintes off. He I8 sctaally trying to

18 recover from these first

MMMM betler add 1o his staff
-some who understand

pelitical
reality ——WMMMMMI
wI|I|I|I|ImldI'

Then there
asthe NAACP.

cresiad from whole cloth
and

are innocent activi-

tles presented &8 sinis-

uwmwsmum“wenwnm
1 Nonsense. The:

of the Big Lie

the targst
have seen headlines. “The ADL. Is

the KK,
of:

mmmmmrmnmmnnn-m'mnm“m
cases undercaver woi

. the very
".L:, flies whether they be pm-um.
lawryers or

aspect of the Big Lie is the notlon that in recent years the
aummmu-m contributed

o its recent difficulties.

ports from 1580 th reports

exposed groups on the far I‘U!hﬂn:md\h!hrlm Sienilarty,

sthe A DL Law Enforcement Bulletin, published since 1588, con-

uwum!ﬂummmmlﬂmmmbn The

Order. The KK K. The White Aryan Resistance. David

maintain and use
academics.

All right-wing extremists — and all A.D.L. priorities.

Why the Big Lie? On cne level it is simply a question of
m medla irre-

T 5o sponsibdlity.
choice, however, But there W

but to expose the
Hie for what it s, for else going on In
Hs permiclous intent some circles, seme-
and for its polsonous ihing mere sinister —
consequences. We must someshing  requiring
ight the Blg Lie not only ‘mare analysis. In a re-
for the sake of the ADL cens ADL public opinice
bt also for that of the Jew- poll on anti-Semitism, one
ish and others in of the most disturbing find-
wha, 100, could sul- ngs was that mare than 30
fer from similar attacks. jpercent believed Jews have too
There b po A.DL spy network mw.

Is the charge that tives behind (he
the ADL has Lie are mat-
ters for
This is a lie! lation, there
The ADL has i no doubt
‘had as its mandate for decades the task of monil about some of those who over these attacks. In its
Inveatigating extramists and kale groups. Most of cur Inler- publication, the White Arysn Resbitance (hanked the San
mation about such groups mantoring diatrict atiorney’s office for "assisting WAR. in
mmnmmwmmmmwmnwwm nnlling the A.D.L. once and for all.” Thtulwrel'wuﬁ.lm
our major reparts. These such as ication of Liberty Lobby, the most active and

wmnlmnmmmmmm-mqmmmm
NMHMHMIWB\I‘ mmwuurrmam.
for all The AD.L spy scandal . . . may bring the A.D.L to

a ke
DHHWM concerrs that if the Big Lie coninues 1o be disseminated, |
1t can pokson this mry‘l u:mmeDL and Amarican
Jews, we have confidence that aﬂﬂmm

. from
and others as well as from nmmnmmulmu

, Abraham H, Foxman i national directer of the A

m-mﬂunmhwinkmnms; Aae rosposaints iieiual l e

this amear campalga.

Clinton
Voter
Stays Glad!

woaped a1 me across the ban-
quet roam ke o lovely Bird of pas
sion, glistening with the joy and ful
fillment of vengeance
~Nerw,"” she cried in high Republi-
can ecstasy, “New arenl you sorgy
you veted for Chinten?'”
Mo, 1 cry back, do with me what you
wllmmwrry 1 am glad,

l -JI make up my mind about 1998
In 1995, But right row Clinion volers
are abead of the game. They already
hnve achicved major w‘;

For one thing, Gearge Bush
President. Surely that was & mM
ohjective in voting for Mr. Clinton.
They can't take that away from us.’

Continuing: The new President
gave Americans o wake-up shake by
making them think through the defi-
cit — and what they are willing to pay
in taxes or benelits io reduce it. And
he 15 giving the U5, its first national
debate om universal heakih care, dec-
ndes overdue. I Clinton volers now
don’t like the details of what they
nsked for, the right 1 scream our
hends off ix right there in the Constl-

Tatien, &

He floundered on Bosnla; he cei
tainky did But he has managed o
keep the cousiry out of & war Impos-
sitile to win withoul & heavy commits
ment of ground troces. Any handd
ratsed for that?

Admittedly, there is & certain dﬂ'
pendable regularity 1 White Houss
praifails. |f we iry hard, maybe we
can pul down halrouts that close alr-
[poris and Linkering with the F.B.L 1
arrogance, smugeess and inexperd:
ence n the White House, 10p M
Perhaps it can be cared by Presiden.
tis] sell-exsmination and & hug 1§

But that's encugh of smarmy pa-
thence. IL ends, repiaced by huhh;\‘
snarls when Mr. Clinton

Rilempel! or fudiges om the uﬂlh man
impartant goal n American life: ra-
eial receeci|iaion

We all have cur definstions about
that bat for most Chintom voters it
cannol inchade such things as the

Raclal polariatice. Sexting biack
and white politically and begally.
apart, Muking the Justice Depari:
ment and courts the supervisors of
sinte legislatres, 1o declde when ma-
sarity palitical rule can be set aside”
Par misaricy isterests. Decading that
& black poistician elecled with white
support i mot really an “suthentic”
black polisician, Scorning the efforts
of the Voling Righla Acl 1o give
blacks power within majerity poll-.
thes, not agart from or abave iL Creal-
Ing weighied vetlng sysiems thet,
‘would promete apariness.

But Mr. Clinton, 10 the griel — the:
exact ward — of Democratic infegra:"
tionists, has noeinsted Prof, Lank
Cruinder 10 head the civil rights work®
of the Justice Depariment She
wlands for those things and cthers
destructive of the hope for racisl har-,
mony o which they develed so much,
of their bives. )

The nomination has crested such,
shock smong Demecrats that she wiil
probal get Congressional ap-
wal Her name may aven ba with

. questions about how she came’
10 be nominated are ax important s
she Is hersell,

This is not some bad after-dinner
[eie or Imperious belding up of &)
traffic but 3 matter of deepest nation:
8l Interest and emotken.

How could he have done th

But what's
this about
race politics?

Ihing? The simpleat answer is that he
agrees with her. Or maybo he does
mol 1hink il imporiast what his new
clvil rights chief thisks about chvil
righia,

Democratic racial nsnrgnumum
including people who worked with
him to druw up his civil rights pelicy
during the campaign, xy neither as-
swer makes sense. They cannot be-
Heve it, mot about the Bill Clinton ulur
had siood agningt Guoias during
campalgn, who weni {rom nuﬁ
church Lo white church preaching the
same message of individunl resporsi-
bility againat racial divisiveness. <

What then? Was the nomi
promsoted by Hillary Clinton? If sa,
aren't we tired of using her as Uie
whipping girl? Even if she wanted'
Professor Guinier, don't husbands
over i3y bell 20 in the White Houss?
‘What happened? Maybe s hearing
wauld be better than a withdrawal, so

e bird, | am sl glad: T
am nol at all lonesome for Bugh.
baker. Bt | could use some answard
18 holp atay glad.

So could @ ot of oikers around the
coumtry whao (hink that In rectsl inte-
gration lies the future of the United
States and won't Lake any fusny bl
meas about ii, not even from a Presl-
dens of their ehoice — particularly
nat from him. q

The A.D.L. Under Fire,
The New York Times

Op-Ed, May 28,1993
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. Cam aign Spending: Despised but Adchctwe
Joining Up S § P Sk puia
For

e T cou peo
o, They are .u-uw the same.
Semeon polstical s found 10 be &
member of ar to have played golf ot &
raciafly segregated coantry club, Al
ter the discovery, the [at is in the fire,
a3 wa wsed 10 say back when we still
had clichés fit for children's enrs.

This week's case involves Webster
L Hubibell, le Rock lnwyer
nominsted to become Associaie Al
tomey The wsual minuet is
oW i progre

Hubsoell, who juined the chub in the
i 1960, 13 said 10 have warked 1o
et blacks admitted 10 membership
if 50, says the chairman of the Arian-
sad Legisiature’s black cancus, Hub-
bell never asked any of the esucus's
13 members 10 recommend candi
dates for ndm:unnl

And 50

siry clubs, segregated

an always seemed fosllsh to
mie, bl s does the game of pol,
which is clasely associated with cousr
try chubs, and | kngw n tew sensible
people for whom fife without golf
winih not be woeth Iving.

Chasrman Mao should have sakd

What is baffling, however, is why
SERTEEANION |8 Necessary 10 country
clubculture. The aim of segregation is
1o put distance between yourseld and
prople who are unwarthy to enjey he
sphendor of yeur company. This is pre-
cisely what & goll course alfords
;n.-m of destance betwees the parties
obfer with keen vision may

yer a8 blsck even from a
distance of 100 yards, bt s1 baskol-
ball, bascball and football games
while prople are positionsd much
closer 1han that to blacks playing
jGarmes, yet da not seem affronted by
the sight.

Since comnlry-chib members can't
possitly need the segregation Iw

Byl-‘tlrr’f

ratsed paid far TV commercials
Fund o o

WASHINGTON
1 1976, &t the age of 319, | ran for
an open seat in Congress and
was ohected In & crowded
five-wny Demecralic prima-
¥, and noa tough general
eloclon campaign, | spent &
total of $57,000 1o win the seat
T 1980, 1 Jos 1l seat in the Reajinn
sweep. My opponent had personal re-
Bowrces 10 spend on the campalgn
thal | @idn's. This was the first time
TV was used in & camspaign for my
Congressionsl seal | raised and
spent §230,000; be spent twice thal.
In 1962, | ran again. | decided 1 woukd
ever again rr el | 8 cam-
paign. | wasn'
Televiaion p.mu an even larger
rule in that camspaign. Three of every
four of the half-miflion doliars |

P

imayer repre-
pnsylvaria’s Eighth Com
exsianal Disrict for 14 years.

part of my campaigns ~— and cam-
PalgEing care Lo dominate my We.

1 was barely re-clected in 1584; in
1886, 1 won by & mare comfortable
margen. The money incroased
time. In 1688, while George Bush was
defeating Michsel Dukakis by 63 per-
cont 1o 40 percent mmy disrict, |
beat & welkknawn local official 57
percent 1o 42 percent. In that race, |
Faised ned spent more maney than |
ever had before, $1.1 million,

The campakgn of 190 was easser,
and I spent less money bui still more
than six Lmes e sl my oppo
nent spent. In 1992, the toughest cam
pakgn | ever faced, | Faised snd spent
even more than i 1688, over $13
miltion. 1 lost.

My story I8 typéeal. I 1986, 1ot
spending by all candidates for Con-

i the general elecisen was
$101.5 million. By 1992, that total had
grown to $3028 millian. The amoust
FeQuired 55 FUR & CATIDAIRN W Tov-
tinely describe as obscene.

money has a bhad inflaence. 1t das-
tracts members of Congress from
doing whal they're sent 10 do and
farces them 10 consider how a vole
will affect not onby their constituents
aind the countey bt als (heir domors

Clinton's
reforms don't
go far enough.

They Il .lﬂ yomi i doesn't, bus M does.
YVou don't kook B comstituent i the eye
when the question gels nsked. You
lower yosr voloe and look away.

11 1 s agaln and the Iaw govem-
ing campaign fmancing s mol
changed, | will prapose ta my appo-
nent the Tallowing: Tirs, no al
action commilies money; secoed, N

Hrespe or political parties om behall
of eilber candsdate; third, & max.
mum eontribution from ndividualks of
$100 or perbaps $130 linally, an over.
all cap o the RO SpeL
1" upen 1o criticisn on this plan,
since | repected voluniary spending
lismits every time | Fan because they
were: then umenforcenbie
The latest Clineon Admésistestion
proposal does 1w imporiant things
it ovorall dimis amd prirides
Im-': fera's what's
e

h , & man
mnyuwen o i, LT i cur:
rent proposal, he oould 8o 1t again by
etting 100 fraends o grve 51,000 each.
That malkes volees think ho has more
mnlluence than they do. They're right
A person who comes Lo mse with an
envelope lilled with his fricnds’ §1.000
5 a lot mose impact than

st Bther poogike
e second flaw i he Clinton pro-
posal s the $20000 in vouchers
which cam be used in TV sds That
amount still ropresests 3 ot of saugs

ruening ihrough ficlds and cands.
dates roreping with Fested dogs.

crap the SHO000. In-
stead, comgel rudio und
TV 1o give candidates
ample free  debating
time. Real people, real
insmes, 0o meadows, no

o

When | think of the time 1 spent
raising what | raised — the disnors,
roceptions, phone calls, visils — il
adds time wasied. My time ang
ey constiluents’ ime. How stupid!

Members of Congress despise the
peocess but aee addicted 1o 11, sefi-
Fied Ahat change means defeal. They
are wrung. Change will phace & pre-
mium on wellnfurmed candidates.
Wilh the tkme farmerty spest on Tais-
Ing measy, bers could spond
sump Lime readsng and preparing lor
debates. The bessenang of pressure i
radse money could even revive the
finest traditions of Amserican political
discourse and oraery. a

By Melvin Jules Bukict

M“w Yorker Bookstore, on #9th Street around the corner fi
. reflected an individual style af book-selling in the 1970
THM oo was exsentially o newsstand, the first place 1 pur-
East Village Other as well 23 high-
toned works like Paul Krassoer's Realis,

Behind the cash register, mhm' staircase Iedynn u poster of Humphrey Bogart
ta follow cestomers in & manner that Tight have been
‘meast 1o deter shophifting. AL the 99,3 ‘# haphazard collection reigned floor to cetl-

chased the glo

hodding n gun that seel

ing in tw tiay rocms and in &

died b

A turther step on the evalutionary ladder of
s Company, a1 Broadway and 81t ko 1 1961 I, oo, speciaitzes

their goll, oier
Mlu My knowledge of muln
comes ontirely from Jobn
“Apganiment  in

I i about an unpleassul
poople,

all of them white,
pind mist of hetr e Feing
dranh and msaliing, cath oum al

Hereis
another
country-
club
problem

of 155 4o ot see 50 clearly. The appeal
of beimg :x\crw-d into exchusive chibs

ho saw, in the ab-
0 thal you are not just
you, but some

um expericnce, having
¥ years ago o ihe Urge 10
‘move up several floors above myse
v joising o canspus festerniey. Like
ch pperations, it excluded prac-
Iy everybedy, Included amee
the excluded were praciically all the
prople whose eompany | most es
Jayed
These people were very patient
with me. Il was right after World War
11 and most of them were veserans
an grown-up snd knew thar preach-
i iy werk u‘\m 3 man was
wake & food of himsell
m learn fol himself aboat
iy of 1aking the country-club

1 was 21, tueedord, kneeling in 8
candielit room and listering to il
istic mumbo-jumbo sntable only for

-year-okds when ihe wisdom of
% overwhetmed me with
cwn silliness. | was

owndays wheoever tempied to
snoer &t polisica
country <lubs prob

and once, 30 help me, debated exclud-
g um otherwise fawlessly orthodox
young man becaase his faiber did not
wear a jucket al the dinner table. [1

few adcoves connected by alsies so narrow as o

compel one-way traffic. The store was not wser-friendly but boak-friendly: It
1962,
Upper West Side bookselling

new books, and has wider alsles than the New Yorker did, reachable shelves and

pasters provided by pul

bl et notaced in this establishment. Shakespeare’ aliboagh
they are more Hkely 1o be the Times Literary Supplement than the late East Village

Other.

At the current peak of this great chain of being,

blishers Lo advertise thelr tomes lie “The Culture of Desire™
s stocks periodicals, too,

5 Barmes & Nable has just

operrd, spanning Broadway from §2d to £3d. Stock analysts call this a *category-

killer* — a camnivoroas monster that feeds on Jeaser entities. The New Yarker
Bookstore would have boen & mere appetizer for this behemesh, and so, the fear
s, will Shakespeare’s. Hearing cries of unfair competition and comsumerism ran

amok in the haliowed

vd precincis of the text, | wonder.

Thclwlutn!l‘llrhu Barnes & Nnbhnunnal not anly will no one udl:rbullhaﬂ
v book: borhood. 1

their new store wil

-buying in

sores worry (hat it wlli a-w Ul under by vlmn of superios vurchaslu

.l'ndlu«er prices.

asked in lmorary socsety from Lincoln Center 1o Columbla are

questions.
'Shull 1 m’r Should & moral person

drink i cappuccing and accept &

& tainted dis-
ned

count?* Since I'm as

eluding

certainly bay rematnders, bociuse

avaiding the issse. The mare

There s, of couirse, another option, he si

far from book shops and I

an electromagmet, | will ga. Guililess, | may even sip a mocka latie. 11
Shakespeare’s dotsn't carry them. But that's

question is whether | will give Shakespeare's
$2.12 more than Barnes & Nobile charges for “Rameaa’s Ni

peers

Mast writers prefer little guys ta hig guns. My favorite vendors incade the ex-
academsc at Columbia’s 115th Street gate who will on request whip Christopher

hece.
treet bock sellers — not the ones who pll-

their more ambitious
‘books are whas there ought 1o be more of. We live ;

suc
— and |s consequently M‘dllhll.\‘ 10 write — books, at least. Bh:khuwr Video,

every

Caudwell out from under Traman Capote and discuss his influence on Lukacs
ince evicted from the sidewnlk at the New York Colise-

- mwellon e fallow, kg e

i children's books

peblic bbraries. | bought

a bcﬁtlrsnlmﬂtwvdmr! Graves's “The Green Book” there, not anly illustra.
ed but signed by Maurice Sendak, Barnes & Noble's children's comer can’t wollun
These niw marketeers can compete fnancially, 1o, Whatever cost-effective

Barnes & Noble

ated for s 32,000 square feet still can’t match (he rent ;nr
nine square foot of sidewalk at 111th and Broadway. And whatever deep discounts a

categary-killer can demand from publisbers still don't match residents’ donated
duplicate editions of Conrad's “Secret

Sharor.”
There are three tables slaffed by three different homeless men betwoen 72d

“Tomgue of the Jews,”
Itor of Tikkun magazine.

Broadway Book War
— A Reader’s Guide

Sroets, each of which has, i addiee o s
wi

Best-seller “Zoro.” | won't buy any, bul appreciate

thelr existence. Is this an examgle of collective
buying? Or did the suthor, en rouste to & CO-
b

binge & the nearty HMV. spontanecus-

Iy drop off & few coples 101 less-loriunnte?
Whatever the reason, this is precisely the thrill | want —

Akt anything may

come my way. | bought, for example, &

beautifally bound anthology of selections of The Journal of Ir-
s

bock 1 interded to buy but the book 1 realize | can't live without

thie second 1 see it

Lechters, the houseware chain's emporium on Broadway

near 113th, of
has decsded i

3 dscmyneTaLic
aloca one savel smoeg 1S RS and pa

ocicselbing At its best. The store
Paul

Ausiter's "Moo Palace” This is because the siore inhabits the

(Tmacs cuce sccuphed by (b Chicese et

rant of that MIG

m-...numnnlnuurmumg-pu

iger, but thesr
Shake-

speare's, on remainder at Bares & Noble and in an-

carrectod
What

alleys on b sidewalk — remains.
m saying aboul Barnes & Noble is that I'm

not sure that more i better. Better Is better, and batter

one of whose celbulol

presumably
BIII!NIHMI! muwlmnwmwmw in the New \'ﬁl«l‘m
bets Nd lnunla

lety that does not resd
makes

ral cultuse” —

to the readers. Nmﬂlﬂﬂu lni ﬂ.wlbe the
odds, books are written and occasionally published, purchased and resd.

Melvin Jules Bukier, author of
“Stories of an Imoginary Child-
hood™ and ke  forthcoming
ix fhction ed-

My Hopes, My Fears, My Disease

By Dennty Seleou

or four years, | have

bown forn about when

and how 1o ay pablicly

that | casry HLV, the

virus that causes AIDS.

There were always loo
many compelling reasons not i say
anything. Every such excuse staried
with the ward “fear”” — fear of em-
ployment discrimination, fear of the
pelitics of Al g &
pariah

When | contemplated desclosure, |
Bl it 1y B b camlimue: conirib.
wting fo society as & lowyer and hu-
man rights aclivisl was threatoned
Would | be evahsated on my merits if
1 soughi to be o judge, 2 law prodes-
sor, & law firm member or & gavern-
menial appaintes’

Mayer David N. Diskin has keown
of my HIV. for two H‘)m and has
Deris. deLeom 18 New York City
Hwman Rights Commizsionss.

remained supportive of me and com-
mitted 10 ny abibites, But what about
my next emplayer? As Commissioees
of Human Rights, | have oversecn
hundreds of cases in which HIV.-
positive New Yorkers and (heir fam-
idies have been shanned by colleagues
and emplayers. Often, the persoes is
tramsferred into & mesningless posl-
tion, passed over for advancemens ue
fired. Such treatmsent |8 ofien made 1o
appear saperficially legitimsate but is
frequently revealed heough evest-
#ation tn be hased on discrimination.
Why should | put up with this?

Anothor reason for mot discussing
my sialus was the crazy quilt of so-
cial activiss roles | am given to play
3 & Latin, & gay man and o persun
with ULV These are nes easy paths
to simultaneousty follow. N
Puerio Rican and La
geodn has mever recuniaed
000 o thé tiassamnta of Ua wh are
pay and lesbias

Conversely, gay and leshian lead
ers rarely speak w ihe nonds of 1he
Facial and etheic tinoritse. A curss

Fy glance a1 the boards of st gay
argamizations revesls only token re-
agnition uf the city's Latioe homeses
ual presence. The unspoken rule
et you can exist only as one thing at
& lime — & Lating oF & gay man —
with o recognition of realsty’s com-

‘With each H.I.V.
self-disclosure,
we fight bigotry.

lesity.

Add an H.1V. diageesis w this mix
a8 gets comphcated. A few Lating
Seaders seek 10 poriray AIDS organi-
zations ns n pawerlul white presence
that 1akes things away from women,
tnenities aed racial minarities with
MY, These leaters ofies want to
redirect state AIDS funds awny frem

mainstream gay Eroups 1o Lating
orgamizations with listhe experivnce g
draling with giys and lesbians On
the other hand, some gay and kshian
service providers, such as the Gay
Men's Heath Crisis, have tried to
cover all the eity's ethnic’ groups
when Lalinos may be better served
through devekiping our own HLY
wervies ofganizations

1 have been concerned about what
ihe words “porson with HIV." would
ot my sedf-image. But | now keow
m.ul #l nat Jet a phrase comrol my
I 1 don'l feel sick, why
s 1 el enysell | a7 | avesd the
wripe hangers and knowing jooks of
pisy. Wiy bocoma tho prwonet. o ol

med beliels abmt the produe

ihve potestal of persana Wving wih
HL

r.m-n all of hese reasons for nol
being public aboul the disease, why
cume on? Why put my professional
aed economic e in jeopardy? Why
subject my partner of 15 years (who
Is LV, negative) 1o possitile repri-
sals just foe living with me?

The simple answer i hope. If mare
people proclaim. thelr HIV. status,
wu will change the way socsty treats
persotis with the viras. My bope is not

ciod on any expectation that dis-
crinination will end tenorrow bl on
& sense that i1 is good 10 shw socsty
that poople with LY. are lead)
productive lives and will tenaciously
Fesist altempes at exclusion.

We need more robe models like
Thomsas K. Dusane, the New York City
Cosmncil member; Ronald Johason,
the Mayor's AIDS services coording:
tor, and the hundreds of shirs who
Pave disclosed thetr HLV. status, Ev
ery fime the public sees one more
person with the virus Ioading & pro-
ductive life, the pessstiliay of elimb-
nating AIDS-based Bigoiry becomes
Fmore tasgible.

Ubtimacly, the decision to disclose
rests with every individual. But 11’
tirse far more of us with the virus 1o
begin thinking shout crossing the
threshold. For me, hope lies on me
wiher side of fear.
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“I am a designer. I observe how the picture is arranged with the
copy and what their relation is. A bad illustrator does not look at
the copy at all. Even though the copy is actually the subtext of
an illustration, it is the thing existing between her words. Vice
versa, the illustration exists in between the lines of the text. The
illustration is a separate room for your comment on the topic. You
would have to take the liberty of thinking differently from the guy
who wrote the text. Illustrations must not be ‘illustrative’ in terms
of if you have a guy with a green tie and black suit—you draw him.
No, the illustration must be a supplement to the text.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “THE ARROGANCE OF THE NEW BEGINNING,” NEDELJNA BORBA, BELGRADE, MARCH 14-15, 1987
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The Power Laugh, The New York Times Op-Ed, December 20, 1992, ILLUSTRATION: Ruth Marten, AD & D: Mirko Ili¢

150



Jefferson Is America -

THE NEW yoRk Tives OP-ED MonDaY, APRIL i vy

April 15, 1993

s e
.  ag8,5388°
R TH T
W 3 w . mmmm e 5953
m_ _mm b .- m»: :.m J :”«m.
- n.m.wmmmmﬂ_ m.__._ E“.zm“_ﬂwmw_ it _“
~ ] Fiialg i — H
T ___ __ﬂ_ _w_w_.m._“_ww_m_m_” il
___ I B g0y |
_m___ i ,mﬁ il i M_“__
2 m.__nh __ “m m. mm M _m_m_ _
m M _w : m_ -m&“ _mm “ ____ MM? . m
m ) L :.::
i sat i | £
2 m_“_ il 54 .mm ifld _a___ R
nw HarH n:m_ F M “_ m mem_ mun_mmn h m
[ g e spnpe | e 5
R rw__*___ I mw"_“___mmm m__mmm 2
;_u_.._.w‘ i iy | 8
m, R SE |
H wuﬂwm&.--u 1) E —w mamh—__m-ﬂw nm M
4 Gl A sy 0
M:.mwm i Lk ] ,E_._? W_m
m* _Auw _ Hulifii s
4 B HE I B
mm “ M Mmmmnm m h—m“-whw -wWMwm-xa -w m“
I, 5 B i i i
1853 i thitl s i
P05 Rl

Homar K Neweld

Henry H. Newell

i

 Disdai

gz H
R B g ] L e

mm___ i WW _.mm “m __w m i _a__“mmm mm;_ .mm_.“m__

i i3 m Hi m m 12 _ﬂ hasih

u“m_r_mm_ nm_m Wm .__r_r:“.m_ rEn _mﬂrf m._ mm_:_._ _m

il o33 i _am_ i __,..m _ __ i
Pha | 285 i _ 1
sl &5 m u.— _:m ._. a

mmmm g mm m“ mmﬂ_m _“ _n~ 2:,“ __.“ m.nm.:am.
il s i 1 _M__m _“__“m_“_. it

_“mm_.mm it .M. 1 i m—mm _rm.. i

m,“ il i

i mwmz i m

iy o

L .fﬁ iy,

i :_m:mm 1 mm_..m“m..w.u

mmM A -

mm .m_m_:m m_w«mmm :m_r_a :_. 1 .m ::. mmm:m_ : “m ._:

i m_mnmm%ﬁ gt _““_,W i “F_: sl * it
HH .m... .. P .—m 4
it _mm_mm____.z._. C il _Em mm_h il __n

m mb m.m m“-mm e ww __mm .:“nwu u T:—m Mwwm- #8358 1@

m%m_ i At fr3g “. : : r_;_m i ___m__ mw_

m.mmm_ mmm_ h|E it m_umm:_mm _w::.mm: _ww: :mm“m_rm

mmu_mn__hwumm_mW i pmmrm anglh “m____ .zwmﬁ_mwmm.r m:m_w_m:.m

igners

des

tsare,and push it

ing since

1mi1

dnotdo anyth

i

d, youd

1ence 1s concerne

de aud
are buying Emigre and after selling its milder version around. It

WI

as much as I can. Of course the boundaries within The New York Times

and Emigre are two different things, but to move the boundaries
within the Times means much more than to move them within Emigre.

Within Emigre you can actually do what you want, and in fact as far as
reaches the general public after a number of transformations. About
ayear later. If you make a move in The New York Times—you will geta

“Ilove to play with the media, to see what the L

Conservative's Faith, Liberals’ Disdain,

The New York Times Op-Ed, August 15,1993

response tomorrow! The moves were not that dramatic, but were just

rtant.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “DESIGN IS NOT FOREVER,” ARKZIN NO. 53, ZAGREB, DECEMBER 8, 1995

asimpo

ILLUSTRATION: Milton Glaser

AD & D: Mirko Ili¢
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Ehe New fork Times

Book Review

Mg 13, 1110

Hyperfiction: Novels for the Computerl
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Churchill: Too Moral for Britain's Good?/3

Ehe New YJork Eimes

Book Review

]

Does Democracy Have a Future?

Ehe New 1jork Eimes

k Review

Free
Market
Dreams

American politicians
< and economists will
hate themaelves in
the morning,
Robert Kuttner
argues in
‘Everything
for Salke”
Reviewed by
Nicholas Lermann
11

Julian Barnes
on Jules Verme
4
Tem Wickes &
Wakter Cronkite and
his autobiography
7
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Ehe New HJork Times

Book Review

November 21, 1993 $1.00
T 1 Thee New York Tines

...... £

The Death of |.F.K.
30 Years of Assassination Theories

N the 30 years since John F.

Kennedy was murdered, some

2,000 volumes on the assassination have
appeared, providing a devastating record of the
lengths to which sensationalists have gone to sow
suspicion, and editors and publishers have gone to profit from
peddling their wares. In reviewing the crop of this anniversary
season, Geoffrey C. Ward finds one — Gerald Posner’s “Case
Closed” — the most daring, and not because Mr. Posner has
new explanations to offer or new suspects toname. Page 15

“As for success, all success in the world looks much bigger than here in Croatia.
From my perspective in America, I can say that I work hard and that I became
successful as a result. Here in Croatia it looks as if someone gave me that
success. Most often in Croatia the only success you get is the one that you steal
or the one that is given to you by someone else. In America you have to work
for success while in Croatia work does guarantee success. My work at The New
York Times, glorified here in Croatia, is the result of some everyday work, no
better or worse in comparison to what I did in Danas. If I did the same work for
a daily newspaper here, no one would have noticed anything, just the same as
designers creating amazing work here before were not noticed.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “IMMATURE AND INSECURE ARTISTS LOVE TO SNUGGLE NEXT TO THE GOVERNMENT,”

NOVI LIST, MEDITERAN, RIJEKA, JULY 7, 2003



by Steven HELLER

AS A TRADITIONAL ILLUSTRATOR AND DESIGNER, Mirko Ili¢ routinely
seeks out new tools. He once noted, “something new and dramatic only
comes along every ten or fifteen years.” The Macintosh was one of those BOOk ReV]_e
revelations, and Ili¢ bought his first computer in 1990 determined that it =
would enable him to be a studio and remain an individual. 100 Percent, All the Tlme
Mirko Ili¢ Corp is a studio that makes distinctly individual marks on gty =T~ I
paper and the screen. But marks are only part of the calculus. Ili¢ the
person creates profound ideas that reduce complexity to accessibility
without sacrificing intelligence or wit.
I have worked with him for almost two decades and his mind has
contributed incalculable value to the pages that I design and art direct.
Indeed there are times when I am so stymied by conceptual roadblocks
that the only savior is Tli¢. Like a Sherpa guide,” he has led me out of a
conceptual wilderness. Sure, this may sound like hyperbole, but I assure
you that conceiving a visual that speaks the proverbial thousand words—
and much more—is not easy, especially when the theme has already been
hashed and rehashed in media. Ili¢, however, appears to have an endless
supply of image/ideas that unlock and comment on issues of
01 | The Sherpa are an ethnic import.
group from the most mo- Despite his keen ability to save the day, Ili¢ is not without
untainous region of Nepal,  his share of problems. Perhaps this is endemic to any iconoclast
high in the Himalayas. The ~ WOrKing in a commercial art, but his ideas when powerful are
term Sherpais alsoused to - sOmetimes too powerful for prevailing proprieties, and when
refer to local people, typically ~ CauStic are too caustic for the reticent art director and editor
men, who are employedas ~ Who are so nervous about offending the amorphous reader that
guides for mountaineering they pre-censor the best ideas. Ili¢ has little patience for such
expeditions in the Himalayas, obstruction and it takes its toll on his output.
particularly Mt. Everest. They Therefore, the work that Ili¢ shows is that which passed
are highly regarded as elite ~ through the gauntlet unfettered by interference. What
mountaineers and expertsin  Temains is pure thought produced by strong will. Indeed Ili¢’s
their local terrain art is his will. ¥

Ehe New York Times

(R

Robert Kanigeulife of |
Frederick Taylar, who
invented efficiency.

Reviewed by

ﬁ. Grorgo . Will 8

Wendy Kamener an Linda Bird Francke 7 Fobert Stone oo Gabeiel Garcla Mirquer 16

The Ne imes

Book Review

OPPOSITE PAGE:

Hyperfiction: Novels

for the Computer,

August 29,1993,

ILLUSTRATION: Oko & Mano 100 Percent, All the Time,
July 15,1997

Does Democracy Have a Future?,

January 22,1995, Letting the Germ Out of the Bottle,
ILLUSTRATION: Oko & Mano November 10, 2002

Free Market Dreams, ALL ILLUSTRATIONS

January 26,1997 The New York Times Book Review

AD: Steven Heller
Kennedy Assasination Theories,

November 21,1993
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“I do not do advertising because
I do not want to lie to people to
buy crappy products. I’ll maybe do
advertising for the things that I think
are important and good, where I
can find an interesting angle. I am
doing a lot of things at the moment,
which are fun for me and extremely
bad for business. In America, you
find the key to one door and then
you go only through that door. I am
interested in all doors, so now we do
alot of illustrations that I no longer
draw by hand; they are exclusively
either 3-D computer illustrations or
Photoshop. We design a lot of books, a
great number of CDs, the majority of
which are classical music CDs; we do
very little rock music. And we design
hotels, and restaurants. In addition
to this we are doing computer
animations, from MTV to movie
credits.”

—MIRKO \L\C, “ANTIWALL ORIGINATED FROM THE GALLERY

WALLS,” VIKEND, BELGRADE, JANUARY 27, 2001

lllustration for the title page of

Financial Advertising section, 1992
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Bridging the Pacific and Bridging the Atlantic,
Publications for advertisers in The Wall Street Journal

Dow Jones & Co. Inc., 1992




Mystique’

THE POWER TO ATTRACT ATTENTION

Promotional publication fo mpion Paper Mystique

AD: Mike Gerike/Pentagram

COLORED ILLUSTRATION 155
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Designing Time: America’s

Graphic Designers Celebrate 1998,
Universe 1997, calendar page for November

DESIGN & ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢
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Safeguarding Your Agency
Against Carrier Insolvency,
Insurance Review 1989.

AD: Sara Burris

Special Achievement
Award, The Hollywood
Foreign Press Association,
1992.
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#5,
Madison Square Press, 1987.
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Lawsuits Threaten
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Unrest in Denver's
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Power Brokers, Manhattan, Inc,, September 1989, Ab: Nancy Butkus » The New American Establishment, U.S. News & World Report, February 8, 1988 « Are We Loosing It?, U.S. News & World
Report, February 8,1988 « Assault on Black Power, Emerge, March 1994, ap: Wayne N. Fitzpatrick « How to Cut Your Expenses, Money, December 1991 « Inside Japan’s M&A, Business Tokyo,
November 1989, ap: Collen McCudden « Japan’s Education Factory, Business Tokyo, September 1990, ap: Collen McCudden « Management, August 1988 « Macintosh, January 1989 « Personnel,

March 1988 « Sports Inc, February 1989
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Restaurant Business, December 10, 1988

This is a drawing of an Athenian

Decadrachm of CA - 465 B.C., worth “When you’re an illustrator and designer, sometimes Livres d'occasion,

$600,000, Connoisseur, July 1988 you find yourself working on an illustration for Milton Lire, 1989,

AD: Sandra DiPasqua Glaser at the same time he is working on an illustration AD: Milton Glaser &
for you. It is a weird thing, when you are simultaneously Walter Bernard

The enviroment at risk, someone’s boss and are also working for him. I’'m looking

National Issues Forum, 1987 forward to it.”

Public Agenda —MIRKO ILI¢, “GIVE ME A DEADLINE AND MONEY,” INTERVJU, ORIS NO. 2, ZAGREB 1999
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Heart Transplant for a CEO
EXCLUSIVE

US.News

TV'S DISAPPEARING COLOR LINE

THE OPRAH WINFREY PHENOMENON
& WORLD REPORT

S.News

JULY 13, 1987 $1.95
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A New Revolution, U.S. News & World Report, October 19,
1987, AD: Milton Glaser & Walter Bernard
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Will the Real Thomas Jefferson
Please Stand Up?

The governor’s race and the soul of a New Virginia

Ollie’s Private World,

Manhatt
Regardie’s, November 1989, Ab: John Korpics i “‘“\T, “E}LSE \VORRY.} y

U.S. News & World Report,

Will the Real Thomas Jefferson Please Stand Up?,

July 13,1987

SPECIAL REFORT

MALCOLM X
His Final Days
The Media Squeezes 0)
Preaching to

Urban America
Basketball's Bottom 50

AD: Milton Glaser &

Walter Bernard

Exehalk-to-Eyeball:
Giiuliani Takes On His Boss

What, Messe Worry?, Manhattan Inc,, Malcolm X, Emerge, April 1995,

August 1987, aD: Nancy Butkus AD: Wayne N. Fitzpatrick
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Exxon Valdez, Sting and the Rainforest,
Time, 1989 [unpublished] Time for Kids, 1990
AD: Rudolf Hoglund AD: Milton Glaser &

Walter Bernard

“All 1 care about is what is good and
what is bad design, and not where it
comes from. It is obvious that almost
every good designer and illustrator
from Europe is generally trying to
make it in America. The fact is that
more designers are still going in this
direction than vice versa. The only
thing I do not know is whether this
says more about America or Europe.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “WHEN GASTARBEITER BECOMES THE ART

DIRECTOR OF TIME MAGAZINE,” VECER, MARIBOR, JUNE 8, 2000

“It is very difficult to find a client who understands the
aesthetic part of design. It is much easier to push design
by saying: this solution costs so much, but if you take this
one, which I prefer, it will cost you 40 percent less! Most
of them will decide to take a 40 percent lower price. Their
bottom line is the price. It is very difficult to find a client
who can see the value in aesthetic qualities and realize
that it will bring him more money because it looks better.”

—MIRKO ILIC

Donald Trump, Elisabeth Claiborne Ortenberg,
Business Month, January 1988 Working Woman, 1989
AD: Cynthia Friedman AD: Caroline Bowyer
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"Ili¢ is a visual satirist. His works naturally
follow texts, but their primary function
is not only to compress ideas presented
in texts, but to synthesize them. To be
truly effective, such a synthesis must be
visually and conceptually fully purified,
to the point where works can function
entirely independently. Although we do
not know those texts that he illustrated,
we understand their main ideas in a split
second—probably sometimes even more
clearly than if we actually read the texts.”

—LEV MENASE, “NOT AN ILLUSTRATOR, BUT A VISUAL SATIRIST,”

DELO, LJUBLJANA, JUNE 24, 2000

The First Amendment:
Friend and Sometimes Foe,

Emerge, 1994, aAD: Wayne N. Fitzptrick

What's Right With America?,

New Choices Magazine, 1989, Ab: Richard Boddy
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Human Guinea Pig,
Emerge 1994,

AD: Wayne N. Fitzpatrick
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Winter in New York,
Unpublished illustration for

the New Yorker cover, 1991
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OPPOSITE PAGE:

Photoshop and Digital lllustration

“I BOUGHT MY FIRST COMPUTER IN 1990” ILIC SAID. “It was an Apple Ma-
cintosh IIfx. First I fooled around with Photoshop a bit, then I began to scan
black-and-white illustrations and to color them, and it then went a little fur-
ther, and further yet, and I slowed down by drawing illustrations by hand. I
have gained more freedom and started to work on collages, montages, and
things like that.

That was the simplest for me. It was much easier for me to design with Mac
and to work alone than to hire a lot of people. I do not think that my approach
changed significantly. The only thing now is that when I think about some-
thing, I do not need to draw everything by myself. I can make something on
the computer, I can take photographs, and scan, so the possibilities are wider.”

He started to work with digital and computer-mediated 3-D graphics and
animations more seriously in 1993 after he established the studio Oko &
Mano with Alejandro Arce.

“Arce used to come to the Time magazine and help them set up the computer
system, and he used to give them some advice. We met there, he helped me
with my first computer, and we started talking to each other, had fun. We lis-
tened to the same music, for example Shonen Knife ... I was interested in 3-D,
which he started to work in as well, but he did not have a computer. Then I said,
Well why don’t we buy a computer together, which was a bit stupid, because
at that time a good machine that you could work on with additional equip-
ment was $ 150,000. We split the costs in half, and it was such an investment
that we had to establish a firm because of that computer that became out of
date in three years. We would mix drawing, Photoshop and 3-D in our work
at that time. One of the first rendered front pages for the Time was the one
made of the European stars building the fortress, the wall.

We soon started doing some animations, for example for Sony. The first
animations were some chips that travel, binary numbers, we did a video for a
DJ and the like. In the meantime, fortunately for Arce, my wife got pregnant,
so I was devoting less and less time to my work, and he had just got married
to a young girl who also wanted to do what we did. When I told them that I
wanted to pause a bit, she realized that perhaps the time came for them to
take over the firm and its clients, so they first changed the lock on the door.
My computer stayed on the other side of the locked door.

For a while I worked at home, but there was no 3-D at home! At that time,
you needed to have a Silicon Graphic the size of a refrigerator in order to be
able to do it well, so I started to make illustrations in Photoshop again. Some-
time starting from 1995, I stopped drawing my works by hand, except for
sketches. Then at one point in 1996 or 97, I decided to buy a new machine
and restart the 3D work. One of the first illustrations was the magnetophone
for the topic of wiretapping in the White House. That one was actually made
on a Macintosh, and not on the Silicon Graphics.” »

Arguing Affirmative Action,

The New York Times Book Review,

April 14,1996,

AD: Steven Heller

The New ork Times

Book Review

Hiroshimas Legacy

) THE WORLD

CANJ ’U'STIGE BE DONE?

The struggle to deal with crimes against humanity

I

Hiroshima’s Legacy,

cover and article illustration,
The New York Times Book Review,
July 30,1995

AD: Steven Heller
Can Justice Be Done?,

World Press Review, 1996.

AD: Hopkins/Bauman
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“When Nicky got pregnant, she left her job at GBS, I closed down the Oko &
Mano, and I stopped working at night. These moments were too important for
me to be missed. When my son Ivo started to crawl, I realized that I would not
be able to work at home anymore. At that time, Milton Glaser offered me the
fourth floor of the house where his studio was”

—MIRKO ILIC
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Today's Shakespeare,

New York Times Book Review

Creating a Monster,
New York Times Book Review,

January 1999

RIGHT
What Fairy Tales Mean,
New York Times Book Review,

November 5, 1995

“This was the story about how fairy

tales were made, stories told by
the fire to scare the kids. | found
a CD-ROM, with figures from the
tops of buildings in Chicago. | was
joking that it was Hieronymus

Bosch meets Walt Disney.”

ALL
AD: Steven Heller

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢

Ireland Pattern of Violence
The New York Times Op-Ed, 1997

ap: Nicholas Blechman
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Billy Corgan / lli¢'s lllustration for Rolling Stone’s article about the band Smashing 27" Annual Humana
Smashing Pumpkins Pumpkins’ farewell tour was to show that the future of singer Billy Corgan Festival of New American
Rolling Stone, was undefined and rather uncertain. The curtain had fallen. Rolling Stone Plays, Poster, Actors
January 18, 2001 sent a black-and-white portrait of Corgan. The desert in the background Theatre, 2003

AD: Fred Woodward was from a Corel stock image. In collaboration with Lauren DeNapoli at

Maya, curtains were shaped. The bright redness of the drapes dramatically
contrasts with Corgan’s black-and-white face. The individual elements—
rendered drapes, the picture of the desert, and the photo of the face—were
finally assembled in Photoshop.

This illustration received several awards and attracted the attention of
the organizers of 27" Annual Humana Festival of New American Plays in
2003.

So The Actors Theater called Ili¢, mentioning the Corgan illustration
published in Rolling Stone and asked him to create “something in that
direction.” Within the given limitations—including the red curtain—he
created a picture of the hand which pulls a heavy theatrical curtain and
reveals a face, surreally constructed of two hands.

The upper hand holds a mirror—made of silver foil—facing the viewer.
lli¢ said that he decided to use hands, because many people act with their
hands. Hands are important in acting, hands are important in writing,

In Spin We Trust and of course, there are theater stage “hands”. The mirror symbolizes the
Print 1997, aret of theater—a play is an act of reflection in which viewers recognize
AD: Andrew P. Kner themselves, they see their reflection and recognize the states of their lives.
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“Mirko lli¢ is one of those rare illustrators who understand the meaning of his The First Interactive

profession very well. You are the illustrator with your entire body. You do not
have only hands and you are not a Cyclops, the contents of the texts require a
head. Because the head is thinking.”

—MAJA B. JANCIC, DEPILIJAN GALERIJA AVLA, LJUBLJANA, 2000

Holocaust Museum,
Swing magazine, 1995

AD: David Lauren
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“Of course, technology should introduce some new things. It’s
wrong to just sit in front of the computer for hours trying things
until something happens. Then you may get lost. Knowing what a
computer can do, I would always first draw a sketch and develop the
idea on paper. When the idea was totally finalized, I would move to
the computer. If something happened in the computer that could
help the idea, that’s great. I like to control things very much, and to
sit in front of the computer and let it lead the way doesn’t interest
me. At this moment, thousands of designers are sitting in front of
the same computer, with the same programs and are, most likely,
going down a similar path usinge the same computer tricks. They
just press the button and whatever happens happens!”

—MIRKO ILIC, "DESIGN IS NOT FOREVER,” ARKZIN NO. 53, ZAGREB, DECEMBER 8, 1995

Pl 10 s m e by g [t

Cries and Whispers,
The Washington Post Magazine,
May 26,1996, aD: Kelly Doe
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CYBERHATE

* RACEM ON
THE INTERNET

= RLACKS ON-LINE

A Cac b
Black Cavcun.

172

Emerge, August 1996

AD: Wayne Fitzpatric

"Especially striking is the cycle Cyberhater, which successfully illustrates, in a devastating,
ironic manner, how the Internet as a medium represents not only a means of free
communication, but also a means for the dispersal of a racist messages; how
primitivism survives despite advances in technology. Ili¢ captures and communicates
these problems through an excellent combination of the iconography of the computer
and of the Ku Klux Klan.”

—SANDI VIDULIC: “WORLD CURRENT TOPICS,” SLOBODNA DALMACIJA, SPLIT, JUNE 1, 1999
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Mirko lli¢ Corp.
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AT THE END OF 1995 ILIC FOUNDED MIRKO ILIC CORP. and settled the office
on the third floor of a small building in the heart of Manhattan, where a few
other famous residents had their studios as well: Milton Glaser on the first
floor, and above it, the studio of Walter Bernard. The entrance of the building
was marked by Glaser’s commonly known slogan, “Art is Work,” which was
also used for the title of his second monograph (Overlook, 2000.)

“When we first met, I did not accept the desk he offered me, but I came to
him ten years later and asked him: How about the entire floor? PushPin Stu-
dio was located in this building since 1965, New York magazine was started in
it, the T heart NY logo was conceived there, and thousands of other things.”

A special relationship developed between Milton and Mirko during the
years, not just occasional collaboration and exchanging the of roles of art di-
rector, illustrator, and designer, but the exchange of ideas, information, and
opinions about design, life, and politics, with many walks taken in between
floors. In the preface of the interview for Graphis, Laetitia Wolff wrote, “Some
would say that Mirko was Milton’s protégé, although Milton is not showing
any signs of a patronizing attitude, which apprenticeship with a great mas-
ter might include.”

Though generations separate them, a true and deep connection was es-
tablished between the two men. “Milton is a wonderful person; there is no
difference between him as an artist and his work. In fact, one can say that he
is a better man than designer, and he is a great designer. Unfortunately, this
cannot be said for some other artists. From the first moment I felt that the
two of us were much closer than you would think possible given our ages,
as he is eighty-two now. When I go for a lunch with my associates from the
studio, which is typically two times a week, I invite him, too. We talk about
politics, women, ordinary things.”

Commenting on their relationship, Mirko once said, “Milton adopted me as
ason, andIadopted him asa father.” Given the turbulent relationship between
Mirko and his father, this is of course a very interesting observation, which Ili¢
made in a conversation with Milton for Graphis. “For example, you are a new
father figure for me and I'm jealous that you can do all these wonderful things,
partly because I cannot, and partly because I need the resistance. I have a feel-
ing that people like you work for themselves. I always work against someone.
Ineed to get a job where I will be told the precise fee, and given the deadline.
Otherwise I would probably go to the movies.”

Together they did a series of jobs, from magazine covers to corporate annual
reports, but probably the most famous joint work is the credits for the Nora
Ephron movie You’ve Got Mail, with Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan.

“Iworked for Milton when he was the art director at U.S. News. After that, as
my revenge, I called him to work for me a few times. I constantly claim, even
though it sounds stupid, that the amount of freedom that I take is equal to the
amount of freedom that I give. For someone to illustrate my design ideas, one
would have to do exactly what I tell him to do. So I'm in this stupid position of
dictating to someone: No, this must be straight, [ want a tree here... This is why
itis much easier for me to do it by myself. Milton would engage me if he knew
that he could not draw it in that way. So you go out when you are looking for
something that you definitely cannot do by yourself.”

“By American standards I make terrible mistakes when it comes to mon-




ey. I design web sites, books, credits for movies, I do
illustrations, edit books. Each of these jobs could be
a separate profession. If I split them up and special-
ized in just a few of them, I would do much better fi-
nancially. But doing them all at once, keeps me from
getting bored. The most important thing for me is the
freedom I get when I am working on something. It’s
great when I can tell my coworkers that we will stop
to doillustrations for a month and then work on a web
site or movie credits.

Ido not advertise myselfat allsoIdon’t getinvited  cover of Graphis #350,2004
toabunch of events that I don’t want to go to anyway.  rroro: Antonin Kratochvil
I always insist on some degree of equality and thus I
do not hang out with clients and I don’t have business dinners. I come to the
studio at nine-thirty and go home at six, except on Mondays and Wednesdays,
when Ileave at five-thirty because I go to the gym. If I screw something up in
work, I may stay fifteen minutes or half an hour longer, but that’s rare. I do
not work on Saturdays and Sundays. I rarely go to business lunches; Iam very
picky about with whom I dine. I prefer to take my entire team out to lunch,
and that’suncommon in America. It relaxes me because then we can talk about
things that have absolutely nothing to do with work. I want my colleagues
to love to work together, not to be there because I pay them. I want them to
see everything as ours in common, and not just mine.”

1li¢ is a frequent guest at American universities and is also a lecturer in
postgraduate studies at the School of Visual Arts and Cooper Union.

In a 1999 interview with Igor Masnjak for the magazine Oris, answering
the question of what his message is for people at the beginning of their stud-
ies, he said: “I try to persuade them to change their occupation. This is pretty
much a desperate profession, because you sell your soul, and in fact more or
less always come across disappointments. If you are not ready for disappoint-
ments, don’t do this. Most designers are emotional people, and therefore it is
hard for them to bear disappointments; they get hurt easily.”

He points out that during his lectures he especially addresses young people
and women because they are rarer in the profession and because their posi-
tion is underestimated.

“Ilove teaching children. I like to work with young people; it’s nice to help
them understand the power of design. I think that successful people are mostly
good people. Those that are halfway to success and think that they have been
taken advantage of, those are the people that never have time and are constantly
in a hurry. And yet, America has given a lot to me and I have a moral obligation
to give that back. Why should young kids have to go through the things that I
went through? I am grateful that I first went to school in Yugoslavia, and then
came to America to work, rather than the other way around and I see no reason
whatsoever not to convey some of my experiences to young Americans.”

The title of one of his lectures includes the question how to sell the body of
your work without selling your soul. It is the question that he is obviously con-
stantly facing, and the topic that he returns to in a series of his interviews: “I
came to America because I wanted to have artistic freedom, and not squander
it for commercial reasons. I did not come to get rich, but to test my possibili-

MIRKO ILIC CORP.
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Bad Medicine,

ties and see what I could really do and know how stacked up in comparison to
the ‘big boys’ at the top. I came to America not to change, but to stay my true
self. Iwas afraid that America would change me, that I'd turn into something
that I did not like, and that I would not even notice it. That I would sell some
part of myself that I care about. I have nothing against money in life, but I do
not want it at all costs. That’s why my studio has only three employees. Iam
not interested in mass production and exploitation of people; I do not want to
run around, sit in stupid meetings, while some other people work hard for me
and play with my toys. I walked into this business because I did not want to be
like my parents and many other parents or the guy wearing the tie. Being an
artist for me meant pushing boundaries, having fun, attacking institutions.
I would betray myself if I institutionalized myself after all.” »

The One Investment Guide You really Need Now, Wall Street Versus America,

Smart Money, 1998 Portfolio — Penguin 2006, AD: Joseph Perez
AD: Amy Rosenfeld, b: Julie Lazarus

Enron, The New York Times, 2002

Smart Money, 1998

AD: Amy Rosenfeld

MIRKO ILIC CORP.
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“But the instant the criterion of
authenticity ceases to be applicable to
artistic production, the total function
of art is reversed. Instead of being
based on ritual, it begins to be based
on another practice—politics.”

—WALTER BENJAMIN: THE WORK OF ART

IN THE AGE OF MECHANICAL REPRODUCTION

Unpublished illustration,

PC Connection #2,2005
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In the Realm of Digital Rendering

IT WAS BERTOLT BRECHT WHO SAID that nowadays, “less than at any time
does a simple reproduction of reality tell us anything about reality.” What is
the role of an illustration in time of highly commercialized, digital and digi-
tized images? The very word illustration puts us on the wrong track, because
a good illustration today does not illustrate in the usual sense of the word; it
does not represent a literal view of something from reality, but instead indi-
cates the traumatic real, what is usually excluded from the field of representa-
tion (as in our world, a world of spectacle, there are actual political relations,
relations of power). Thus, some of Ili¢’s surreal illustrations say more about
the realities of today than even a photograph.

Many have wondered and complained about Ili¢’s transition to creating digi-
tally rendered illustrations, but there is some logic in the move. Drawing is a
complex, but not necessarily complicated, activity—everyone can draw some-
how. But even the best authors cannot fully control their strokes, everything
that takes place in the area of transfer between the head and paper, which
is unconscious and mechanical. Although he was praised for the accuracy of
his drawings at the beginning of his career, Ili¢ never fetishized his drawings,
perhaps because at the School for Applied Arts and Novi kvadrat there were at
least two or three better drawers. It is an open question which one was more
talented and who of them managed to transfer their natural talents into more
interesting works, but certainly Igor Kordej, KreSimir Zimoni¢, and Radovan
Devli¢ worked much more easily. They were guided by the hand, that specific
mano, and their oeuvre is surely more coherent in terms of drawing.

Contrary to this, Ili¢ has always been a toiler. He used to work hard on his
drawings, and as he often has said in interviews, he was never satisfied.

“Tam a perfectionist. I spent many hours drawing comics, but the next day
they would seem awful to me. I would see all of my mistakes, everything that
I did not do well, and when you are doing work for international magazines,
the dynamic differs from the one at Polet, where we did not have time to
think about errors because of the time crunch. I would throw one version in
the basket, and the next one would be published. However, this way I work
on the comic for two months, send it in, and then I wait a year before it gets
published. And then, after a year I see the comic and I hate every line, ‘Ah, I
missed this and I didn’t do that’. That was almost unbearably humiliating.”

He worked in a variety of styles, and tested various techniques and options.

“I tried all kinds of things, whatever came to my mind,” he said. Brush, pen,
rapidograph pen, sprinkling India ink with a toothbrush or a blower brush,
scratchboard, airbrush. For photo-illustrations in Danas he made collages and
photomontages, created models, made cutout paper characters, and modeled
figures out of Play-Doh. The frequent use of Letraset raster tones in comics
and illustrations clearly testifies to the aspirations for the “mechanization”
of drawings, the idea of the invisible hand. Scratchboard is also an attempt
at ‘objectification’ of drawings, to minimize as much as possible the role of
chance, the uncontrolled expression of the hand.

Though he was often criticized for it, the coldness of his drawings, the ge-
ometry of form, can be understood as an attempt to move news illustration
as far away as possible from its close relative—the caricature. Through his
distinctive style, the caricaturist is expressing his personal opinion, his criti-
cism of the indecency of the world. Ili¢ is avoiding the position of a satirist

- 3

A Long Slog
To Somepla

i

Sketch and final version as it
appeared on the cover.

A Long Slog to Someplace,

The New York Times Book Review,
April 04,2004,

AD: Steven Heller
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AWARDS

The 50" Golden Globe Awards, 1993
The 51%¢ Golden Globe Awards, 1994
BOTH DESIGN & ILLUSTRATION: Oko & Mano /

Alejandro Arce & Mirko Ili¢

OPPOSITE PAGE
Great Tape Hits of the '60s,
The New York Times Book Review,

October 19,1997 AD: Steven Heller

and any moralizing associated with it. He is forcing us to read the meaning of
his metaphorical constructions and to take our own active stance.

The mechanical aspect of Ili¢’s drawings provide just the necessary dose of
abstract universality with which we can all communicate—his illustration is
most obviously not about any particular person, but about the “man as such,”
devoid of all unnecessary character details, in the reduced, often totally ab-
stract space. If there are more characters, they are the same, as multiplied
figures, stripped of any unnecessary psychologizing, dolls, toys in the hands
of social, political, and economic forces that they cannot control, but which,
at least occasionally, they resist. There is nothing superfluous in his drawing,
so that the basic idea, the message could more easily find its way to readers.

A frequent objection about the “coldness” of his drawings has its explana-
tion in the medium. According to Marshall McLuhan, “cold” are the media
of “low resolution,” those that force us to fill in the gaps by ourselves. The
high contrast of newspaper graphics drives us to this activity, the work of
completing and connecting.

Digital illustration at high-resolution in color works with a different logic,
but in a similar manner. The media quality of 3-D illustrations lays precisely
in its “unreality.” We know that it is easy to manipulate photographs—selec-
tion, contextualization, framing, retouching, and photomontage often chal-
lenge our confidence in the fidelity and validity of a photograph. Despite the
fact that we are aware of that, we often accept a photograph as valid with ease.
That’s why today photography plays a much bigger role in newspapers and
magazines than illustration.

Rendered illustrations may confuse us for amoment, but an inexperienced
eye is soon aware that this isan illusion, a construction, and not a direct view
of reality. Three-dimensional rendered characters look like people but they
are not people, regardless of the skill and technique, the quality and price of
software and hardware; they are a bit plastic. This artistic choice should not
be seen as a flaw or an imperfection of technology, but rather as a “hidden
agenda,” that provides the necessary element of abstraction. This approach
introduces a sense of detachment that allows and requires consideration and
calls for reflection.

The choice of digital simulation also has its political applications. In today’s
post industrial society, a society of spectacle, the world of digital communica-
tions and mediatized pictures, which discusses the possibilities and dangers
of virtual reality, genetic manipulation, hand-drawn illustrations critically in-
toned would mean, at least implicitly, if not overtly, to take a unique romantic,
somewhat nostalgic, conservative or even retrograde attitude. The attitude that
warns from a humanist position about the strains of modern society and the
dangers of technology that dehumanizes, alienates, and enslaves us. But Ili¢ is
very far from that attitude. He embraced these modern means and he is using
them to effectively present critical messages about today following that Wag-
nerian advice that “The wound can only be healed by the spear that made it.”

This attitude is in a way analogous to his attitude towards the new country,
the United States: he embraced all the positive aspects of American society
andright in its foundation—the spirit of the Constitution which guarantees
freedom of speech—he has remained critical of politics, politicians, and the
corporate attitude that rules America and the world.

His style is his way of thinking and that is why—as we can see in this re-
view of his work—he could go through such a range of techniques and styles

“unpunished.” Of course, there is always a question of that “surplus,” some-
thing extra, that the artist’s “handicraft” brings to the work, some specifics
of handwriting, stylish, compositional, and coloristic idiosyncrasies that are










emerging from the unconscious without control during the working process?
So, have Mirko’sillustrations lost something in the moment when, from the
domain of handmade work of art in the age of mechanical reproduction, they
break into the sphere of digital simulation? Despite his loyalty to the initial
sketch that precedes rendered illustration, the standard, probably conserva-
tive, answer would most likely be: Yes, they lost the personal touch, some

“pathological” moments that are inevitably automatically and unconsciously
shown by the handwriting—no matter how controlled by skill, or pressured
by technique, method of work.

In his defense, is such “heroism of alienation” just a fidelity to the
truth? Should not the “sacrifice” be more appreciated since it came from
the master of the craft who dared to continually experiment, to leave the
safe limits of his own conquered skill? »

‘A PROBLEM FROM HELL"

AMERICA

and the

“A murder in New York becomes the
news of the day, while in Western
Europe five people need to die for
that to happen. In Eastern Europe
it needs to be more than twenty. In
Africa more than a hundred, and in
Asia more than five hundred people,
so that news appears on the front
page of local American newspapers.”

—MIRKO ILI¢, “THE DREAM COVER,” MAG, LJUBLJANA, MAY 17, 2000
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AGE of GENOCIDE

SAMANTHA POWER

New York Times Bestseller

Samantha Power: A Problem from
Hell - America and the Age of Genocide
Paperback, Harper Perennial, 2007

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko ili¢

The New World Order
The New York Times Book Review,
October 14, 2001

AD: Steven Heller

September 11, 2001, Rolling Stone # 880, September 25, 2001, Ab: Fred Woodward

The illustration is a reference to the famous I®NY logo designed by Milton Glaser.
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[li¢ communicates through
pictures. It is an undeniable
fact. He convinced Americans
immediately upon his arrival
to the Promised Land. He did
not need words because his
presentation of the real and
the imaginary world that we
live in was assuring enough.
He was the same when he
lived in the former Yugoslav
part of the Europe that he
came from, but even then, he
was reaching beyond those
borders with the quality of
his independent and engaged
graphic design.

lli¢ is above all an excellent
illustrator and a designer:
lucid, innovative, high-tech,
creates a new, recognizable
lli¢’s phantasmagorical world
without all [or together with

them] co-signed art directors.

—STANE BERNIK, “TO WHAT EXTENT IS
SLOVENIAN DESIGN REALLY BORING?”, DELO,

JUNE 20, 2000

How Mamy Prople Are Infected With the Vines?

How Many People are Infected with the
Virus? Nobody Knows,
Washington Post Health, September 1997

AD: Sandra Schneider

Needle Exchange, Readers Digest, 2000, AD: Hannu Laakso

“Since 1995, I have not drawn any work by hand, it’s all done on the
computer. Sometimes I’ll make a rough hand sketch of a design or
picture, but only for the basic idea; the rest is computer generated.
In fact, almost none of my work in recent years has been on paper.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “SEX, LIES... AND A CIGARETTE AT THE END,” APRIL 16, 2002
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ABOVE AND LEFT BELOW:

Sketch and illustration, Danas, 1984.

BELOW RIGHT:

The Third Annual Village
Voice Film Critics’ Poll,
The Village Voice, 2002,

AD: Minh Uong

GLASER: Let me ask you another question about the evolution of your work.
Most people in the field who now do computer illustration are people whose
knowledge of drawing is very limited, or they haven't had enough experience
in a traditional sense. So, you see a kind of work that is characterized by
great technical skills, but there’s something unconvincing about the work.
Like computer-generated figures and animation, you get the sense there’s
no spine and no bones underneath the skin. But underneath your computer
image, one can read your experience, in conventional terms, as a draftsman,
having learned to draw from observation. And | think that separates your
work from everybody else around who basically works on the computer.

My sense is that the computer is a choice that comes out of a pre-existing
knowledge as opposed to a way of avoiding a certain understanding. It's

like the difference between somebody who draws things in a distorted way,
because they can’t draw, and someone who can draw, who chooses the
distortion in order to produce an expressive idea. How do you think your
previous work—when you were observing, drawing, and usin, what you
might call, traditional tools—informed the way you use a computer?

ILé: When | started to illustrate, and doing things for youth magazines, the
print quality was extremely bad. The first few times, | tried to match the
quality of my drawing to the print, but the print quality was so bad that
whatever | did, it would print badly. Then, | decided to take control. | started
to produce illustrations that technically looked perfect. | was trying to avoid




mistakes and not use the white correction paint because the white paint is
always a different shade of white than the paper. | wanted the surface to

be perfectly smooth. Then | started to do pen and ink and crossetching. |
even tried to deny my hand stroke (thick and thin lines) to make the lines
look even and mechanical, as if no human hand was involved. | wanted

it to look as perfect as a Durer etching print. Direr and Doré’s etchings
appear perfect from top left corner to the bottom right corner. | didn't want
to surrender just because of bad printing quality. Because of that | never
developed a certain style or a certain look. That's why | was able to switch
styles. When | arrived in the United States, from all my different styles, the
first two art directors | worked with asked me to do scratch board work.
Suddenly | got this label “Eastern European artist specializing in politics,
doing scratchboard.” And if | didn't do a scratchboard, they would say, “Oh,
you didn’t have time to do a scratchboard. Oh, we didn't pay you enough to
do a scratchboard.” [Laughter] | was doing it with an X-acto knife; there were
approximately a couple million lines in my drawing—once | even counted.
Toward the end, | would even catch myself almost asleep with my hand
drawing and filling in those spaces. | was stuck, | was typecast and they all
expected the same kind of work from me, even The New York Times, which

Tiam: bl Paged |} g Tegete
at that time didn’t have the best printing technique either. | was thinking ‘ =
of this idea about the fastest communication between your head and your 00 ev Ie‘N?

hand being either a pencil or a stick drawing in the sand. The less you have
in between, the more immediate the idea, the less work. My stick in the
sand became the computer. Why was it necessary to do it by hand when the
computer arrived—the Mac lIfx was the first computer that was capable

of doing this—I bought it immediately. | started to play with it, and | went
back and forth between different styles, in Photoshop, lllustrator, and later
3-D, etc. | was finally getting results that looked printed. Smooth and nice. |
was doing my little thing, it was looking great. Probably because of that little,
stupid, fixed idea from my past—I just went into photo illustration without
thinking about it. | still do roughs first and then go to the computer, never
vice versa. When I'm doing a rough, | have on my mind all the possibilities of
technology, which kind of light I can get (in 3-D computer programs), which
kind of mood, texture, and all the possibilities of computer effects. When

Tt S
L]

Coming
Home
Tasoshaw Anders

on Milan Kundera's
s D
mr? forgetting,

| finish my rough, which I usually do with marker directly on paper, | the The ugly side of the world
decide which technique is appropriate for a particular idea, photomontage, Danas no. 140, October 23,1984
3-D, etc. Then | try to be as truthful to that rough as | can. | keep the same

lighting, same shadow, from the same direction, the same cropping, and | Coming Home

force the computer to follow that exact idea | had originally drawn. | think Los Angeles Times Book Review,
one of the biggest problems with using computers is to sit in front of it and October 6, 2002, Ab: Carol Kaufman,
let it guide you. Then hundreds of people end up in the exact same place, front cover and article illustration

again and again, because programs have their limitations. It's like water that
flows downhill and you're avoiding stones, pure gravity. In the end, you all
end up in the same ocean. That's the problem. | think that’s why if you see
it, and I'm grateful you do—-can see under the computer rendering and still
feel that rough. And | think that may be the difference.

“MIRKO ILI¢ & MILTON GLASER: THE KING AND THE JESTER,”

GRAPHIS ISSUE #350, MARCH/APRIL 2004, INTERVIEW EDITED BY LAETITIA WOLFF
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“It became boring to draw
illustrations by hand. It
got to the point that after
drawing for ten hours my
arm drew lines by itself
automatically while I was
snoozing, and my head
was falling from boredom
and exhaustion. That’s
when you realize you do
something just to do it.
When you do that with
something you love, it’s a
bit sad.”

—MIRKO ILIC,

Sketch and unpublished illustration for “Anyone who remembers lli¢ from the illustrations published in Danas and

The Village Voice from 2002, about how the  Start will immediately be tempted to compare his present work—when his
Red Cross used to spend money collected visual ideas are fU”y mediated with computer techniques—with the time
through donations after September 11", when the author’s own hand shaped the forms on the paper. lli¢'s forms were

always crystal clear, precise, deindividualized, or deprived of their author’s
‘touch’. Also, Ili¢ always had a coldness and staticness in his composition, and
a kind of mechanicalness, which was characterized by the stressed themes
of machinery and technical equipment, or in reducing people to mechanical
units that were impersonally and properly moving into some kind of order or
were uniformly cloned in a geometrically arranged crowd.

Ili¢'s earlier graphics had a charm of cold aesthetic, and one would know
that they were hand-drawn and that he tried to hide that, i.e., to make them
impersonally correct. This aesthetic echoes that of the historical avant-garde
and pop art movements. lli¢’s deindividualized poetics fit into the cultural
context of fine art, in which he had artistic legitimacy, and it was highly
functional as irony, a powerful weapon in illustrating articles that have
commented on the political reality of a meaningless bureaucratic system.”

—SANDI VIDULIC, “WORLD CURRENT TOPICS,” SLOBODNA DALMACIJA, SPLIT, JUNE 1, 1999
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“With his new work the context was radically different. Ili¢s illustrations for
U.S. magazines show that the characters were less flat now, the volume, i.e.,
the 3-D illusion, was more pronounced, colors were more aggressive and
glamorous. Ili¢’s slightly dark irony here was differently intoned, ‘tingling’
of the social system shows a pronounced symbolic aggression. Contrary to
his European poetry (which he kept during his work at Time), Ili¢ became 1 O 6 4 3 6 9 3 O 2
more explicit with the transition to computer graphics, more Hollywood
like luxuriousness and visual aggression. A part of lli¢'s fine-art subtleties in
this cyber-Hollywood mannerism is surely lost. His humor is less intellectual  sketchand illustration
in the European way, which may seem a bit hermetic and gloomy to Caged Cargo,

Americans in its Kafka-like absurdity and unhumanity. The computer age of = Emerge, 1997
his career was a sort of drift into the new, where he was partly sucked in by  ao: wayne Fitzpatric
the local machinery, but ends up surfing skillfully and lucidly on the foam of
its waves. Maybe we are Eurocentrically limited when we reproach him for
the loss of subtlety; perhaps the new visual paradigm is on his side? Maybe
we are reaching the point where the taste begins to decide?”

—SANDI VIDULIC, “WORLD CURRENT TOPICS,” SLOBODNA DALMACIJA, SPLIT, JUNE 1, 1999

¥

Sketch and published illustration

Plug-and-Play Storage, PC Connection, vol 2, #4,

AD: Jenn Ste. Marie, b: Don Morris Design
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Surveillance City,
The Village Voice, October 6,1998

AD: Ming Uong

8o, are you twa
Marriage and Family gonna gt married?

Wit s 5

LGBT Marriage and Family Legal resources and

So, are you two gonna get married?
Brochures

The Massachusetts Lesbian and Gay Bar
Association Family Law Section, 2004

aD: Nicky Lindeman, o: Nicky Lindeman & Mirko Ili¢

LEFT: Unpublished illustration
I'd Leave the Country, Liberty Cross (above)
But My Wife Won't Let Me, and approved version:
The Village Voice, 2004 Will Liberty Survive?

AD: Ming Uong National Council of Jewish

Women Journal, #2, 2005

Crossing
the

Line
between
Religion
and
State:

Will
Liberty
Survive?

“We do a lot of pro bono work for some
institutions, organizations whose
causes I personally believe in. We
have worked for several years for Gay
Pride, the Auschwitz Jewish Center,
and associations fighting against the
mistreatment of animals; projects that
make me happy and that are important
to me. I also should note thatIam
neither a homosexual nor Jewish, but
Ilike to support things that I think are
correct.”

—MIRKO \L\C, “IMMATURE AND INSECURE ARTISTS LOVE TO SNUGGLE
NEXT TO THE GOVERNMENT,” MEDITERAN, NOVI LIST, RIJEKA,

JULY 13, 2003
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Justice Turns on the Cams

The New York Times Book Review,

February 22,2004, AD: Steven Heller

"As an art director | have given
many illustrators difficult
themes that | personally
find impossible to visually
interpret. | rely on the
illustrator to conceive ideas
and am beholden to their
sleight of hand, which is an
imprecise way of saying the
neurological hardwiring that
enable these conceptualists
to discover ideas that are
inaccessible to other mortals.
By way of example, one such
image that | used as a cover
illustration for The New York
Times Book Review is by Mirko
[lic. It represents the dangers
involved in temporarily
abrogating certain civil
liberties by legalizing such
intrusions as surveillance.
Rendering the American
symbol for justice in such a
realistic, Oscar-like manner
invested power into the image
(a pen sketch would not have
been as startling). By adding
the cameras to Justice’s head
lli¢ transformed the symbol
into a memorable icon that
telegraphs danger more
effectively than most words.

—STEVEN HELLER, “ODE TO ILLUSTRATION,"”
AIGA JOURNAL OF DESIGN AND ILLUSTRATION

MARCH 18, 2004
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Unpublished illustration
for Rolling Stone magazine,

2003



What the Center Doesn’t Hold

Ry Robert L. Borosage and Jeff Faux

CAMPIGA FISANCE REFORM By m“ﬁ!

AUSTRIN'S RIGHT By CHRISTOPHER HITCRERS
AN GELOIN'S WOELD By ARTHUR C. BANTO

Where Do We Go from Here?,
The Nation, December 2,1996

ADs: Milton Glaser & Walter Bernard

“I think that there are about fifty thousand designers
in Manhattan alone. Probably more than in the former
Yugoslavia combined with Italy, Austria, and a couple
of other countries. Manhattan is only slightly larger
than downtown Zagreb. It is a great concentration of
information, that produces both good and bad work. I
think the ratio of good to bad work is similar in every
environment and since there are so many people here,
there is a lot more of both.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “GIVE ME A DEADLINE AND MONEY,” ORIS # 02, ZAGREB, 1999
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Science and the Super-Fatty Eskimo Diet
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LEFT:

Would you want to know..., Discover, June 1987, Ap: Eric Seidman

Quest for beauty, Psychology Today, May 1988, AD: Wayne Fitzpatrick

Mr. Soros’s Planet / Orthodoxy, The New Republic, January 10 /May 30,1994

The Source of Our Discontent, The Atlantic Monthly, March 1996

Politics of Travel, The Nation, October 06,1997, Ab: Walter Bernard & Milton Glaser
The Drug War’s Phony Fix, The Nation, April 28,1997, aD: Milton Glaser & Walter Bernard
Real Estate Mania, New York, April 12,1999, ap: Michael Picon

European Design Annual, Print, April 1998, Ap: Andrew P. Kner

Cybercash, Worth, September 1993, AD: Ina Saltz

Power Surge, Mother Jones, August 2002, AD: Jane Palecek

Double Agent, UpFront, August 2001, Ab: Ron Gabriel

Identity Theft, Newsweek, July 4, 2005, AD: Bruce Ramsay

Plus DECIPHEING WEB SERVICES
WIRELESS TECHNOLOGIES TO BET ON
TREATING CUSTOMER DATA RIGHT

Hispanic
Health Rx

Lost Nubjia
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Mind Control,

Discover #10, October 2004
AD: Michael Mrak
Tempted by Apple

PC Connect, 2005

AD: Jennifer Ste. Marie
What's Wong With Energy
Independence? Stanford,
November 2006

AD: Amy Shroads

Deep Trouble,

Business Week, 2009

NPT 8 Y TS

AD: Ronald Plyman

Kosovo: A Country Reborn,

Diplomat, September 2010
AD: Jeannine Saba

Grave New World,
Chicago, June 2006

AD: Mary Ruth Yoe
Shades of Green,

Chicago, July-August 2010
AD: Lydialyle Gibson
Modern Times,

Der Spiegel, March 22, 2010

s

AD: Stefan Kifer

Cold War on the Internet,
Der Spiegel, March 29, 2010
AD: Stefan Kifer

The Power Issue,

Print, February, 2011

AD: Ben King

99%,

Crisis, Fall 201

AD: Wayne Fitzpatrick
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The Chinese Fireworks - Why the Artists

Love the Olympics So Much,
Der Spiegel, 2008
AD: Stefan Kiefer

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢
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by Steven HELLER

WHEN I WAS A LITTLE BOY I CALLED THEM peanut and pajama.
When I eventually realized that’s not what they were really
called I nevertheless continued to say peanut for penis and
pajama for vagina. And I still refer to them this way.

It’s certainly a sweeter way of talking about our respective
body parts with family and friends.

For my formative years the word sex could not be mentioned
in polite company—or in church, elevators, or on TV. Forget
about saying penis or vagina even though these are, in fact, the
polite (and anatomically correct) terms—they were taboo.

Now, you can say sex all you want. And penis, vagina, even
breasts are vernacular in all manner of mass media. Yet S-E-X
are the three most charged letters in the English language. I
have no idea how sex is spelled in Croatian, though I presume it
is equally provocative.

The word embarrasses and arouses in much the same way
that Mirko Ili¢’s huge penile and vaginal visualizations do.

That Ili¢ has used his incredible conceptual and technical skills
to make us uncomfortable is no surprise, but the magnitude of
these images is a shock to senses I never even knew I had.

While I defy anyone to see a real penis or vagina or, for that
matter, a breast in these overtly sensual visual puns, the effect
is the same. For me this is the most hardcore eroticism I've seen.
But what the hell do we see? Are these parts or parcels? They
may be graphic, but are they pornographic? They may seem real,
but they are really abstractions in a most preternatural way. Ili¢
proves that sexuality and sensuality are in the mind. Freud was
right, “sometimes a cigar is just a cigar,” but sometimes a penis is
a penis. And while these may not really be what they seem, they
are more disturbing than any vivid depiction of real sexography,
and also funnier than peanut and pajama. %X

TEXT FROM THE CATALOGUE OF SEX & LIES EXHIBITION,
STUDIO JOSIP RACIC, MODERNA GALERIJA, ZAGREB,

APRIL 16 = MAY 14, 2002

SEX AND LIES

Topsy-Turvy,
2002

ABOVE:
Mr Moebius,
2002

LEFT:
Pollenation,

2002

PREVIOUS
PAGE:
Cable,
2002

ALL WORKS,

3D: Lauren

DeNapoli &
Mirko Ili¢
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“If the president of United States was willing to risk his career because of a sexual act, the Suspense,
question is: what is more important—the sex or to be the president of America? I think 2002
that the sex is the most important thing. Otherwise, if to all those priests who have been
convicted of sexually assaulting kids the sex was more important than going to heaven, it is
clear that there is a powerful force that they either cannot or do not want to control.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “SEX AND LIES ARE PRESENT IN ZAGREB ALL THE TIME,” VECERNJI LIST, ZAGREB, APRIL 18, 2002




Balance, 2002

“Sex and lies are
the two things
that often go
together...”

—MIRKO ILIC, “"GLAMOUR

CAFE,” HTV APRIL 19, 2002

Race, 2002 « Dew, 2002 - Insider, 2002 Nation, 2002, ALL wORKs, 3D: Lauren DeNapoli & Mirko lli¢
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The Policies and Politics of Design

SPEAKING ABOUT THE DIFFERENCES between the contexts in which two
periods of his career occurred, Ili¢ said, “In Yugoslavia, art was like ice hockey.
In the United States, it was more like figure skating.” But even within this
much smoother situation, corporate America certainly provides Ili¢ with fric-
tion that he finds absolutely necessary. Everywhere else, he would already
be big enough so no one would dare complain about anything, and his work
would be commissioned only by those who were prepared to accept, and
even expect, the “excess value” that he puts into an illustration or a design.

“Actually, what I do in America is identical to what I was doing in Yu-
goslavia. And when I do the official newspaper, I have my own attitude. I
still criticize the system, and I do a lot of work for alternative groups, ani-
mal rights, and minority groups. I work for the black newspapers, feminist
themes. But despite the fact that I'm on ‘the other side’, I get commissions
forillustrations from the most conservative of American newspapers, such
as Spectrum, which I reject out of my own convictions.”

Luka Mjeda has precisely summed up Ili¢’s position: “From the begin-
ning, he worked for major magazines with the proviso that he never forgot
to work for the small ones.”

His Start magazine illustrations had usually offered a different view and
showed an aspect of a topic that even the editors did not consider. When
asked how much of his commentary, ribbing, or even subversion his illus-
trations could take these days, he replied, “A lot less since 9/11. They are all
scared shitless, literally afraid of everything. Everyone is extremely care-
ful. With Start, I never had to do sketches and show them to the editor. In
this sense, the situation has worsened. But expressing the attitude, I don’t
seeitas subversive. You can always slip something under, but that’s not the
point. I do not want to push stuff under the table. I think it and say it. Sub-
versive is not saying what you think publicly. In The New York Times, there
were two editors in charge of the weekly Week in Review supplement. One
did not like Reagan, and the other one did, so I always knew when to bring
my Reagan. Here and there there’s room for petty fraud, a stunt that is not
immediately obvious, for my own satisfaction, butitis not a stunt that will
change the meaning of an illustration. Lately, I've had many illustrations
killed and they say: It’s too creepy, it’s too scary. In the studio, we had an im-
age of a dandelion, so we joked—Ilet’s fax it and ask if that’s OK? It means
nothing, but it’s not scary! One of the reasons why my illustrations are not
successful in a business sense is that I can’t change my mind; I stick to my
opinion. Because at the end, this is what I'm recognized for. And, whether
it’s with scratchboard or Photoshop is not that important. The only things
that Thave are ideas and a way of thinking. And that is the biggest problem
in selling an illustration. The relationship between a customer and an il-
lustrator is getting worse and worse.”

still Standing, 2004 In response to Glaser’s explanation that an illustrator is not hired be-
aposter in memory of cause of ideological beliefs, but because of his drawing style, Ili¢ replied, “I
victims of September 1t consider it a bonus: you pay for one thing and get the other one free. You
attack. Number of figures can always fire me.”

corresponds to the number He does not express his political convictions merely by working for mi-
of people killed at the WTC. nority groups or charitable projects—such as putting on workshops with
Poster is now in collection talented high school children from economically disadvantaged New York
of the 9/11 Memorial neighborhoods—but also (like other New York peers Glaser, Kalman, and
Museum, NYC. Sagmeister) by flatly refusing to work for some clients whose political or

THE POLICIES AND POLITICS OF DESIGN 205






social standing he disagrees with. And that includes not only publications
of openly right-wing views, but also a good deal of advertising.

“I could perhaps do some interesting work and make tons of money pro-
moting vodka and cigarettes, but that does not interest me,” he said. “I do
not want to lie to people to buy products they don’t need. Maybe I'll do ad-
vertising for those things that I think are important and good, where I can
find an interesting angle.”

His attitude is perhaps best demonstrated by the answer to the question
of who the real client is to a designer—“Not those who pay us, but those we
work for! In other words, people, the audience.” He formulated his design
policyinbrief: “Itry to find another angle, to earn some money along the way,
and to give, at the client’s expense, a little more to the final consumer.” »

Opening Soon: New York's

Toughest Prison,

MICHAEL HARDT i ANTONIO NEGRI
The Village Voice,

IMPERIJ

May 25,1999
AD: Minh Uong

Michael Hardt / Antonio
Negri: Empire,
MICHAEL HARDT Y ANTONIO NEGRI
Arkzin & mi2, Zagreb, 2003

AD: Dejan Krsi¢,

15BN 853 90600.2-7

.
4
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“For me, social critique is the ‘secret mission’ of design. For me, ‘pretty’ is
shown in the truth. If ’'m to illustrate an article on abortion and I disagree
with the author’s opinion, I search for a solution that projects my belief but
still works with the article. Subtle, but present.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “COMICS DIED IN THREE EPISODES,” GLAS JAVNOSTI, BELGRADE, JANUARY 23, 2001

FINAL OLUTIONS

Final Solutions, The Village Voice, 2003, Ab: Minh Uong
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GLASER: The truth is there's an inherent conflict
between business and art, whatever that word
means. So objectively this is not a good business.
It's not something that people get rich at, generally
speaking, because you never get rich based on

your own efforts. You get rich by engaging other
people who are helping you get rich. But the fact

of the matter is, that anybody who is good in

this field—what does good mean?—whose work
represents something that goes beyond business or
professionalism, are good precisely because of the
idea of making something beautiful that represents
their skills well. It is much more important to them
than being paid appropriately for the job. If you're

B

§ E%gi; ’h[%; ;E :;?; i: %% E«z:‘:_fg:‘-g‘:':% only working for money, eventually, you will give

f ;5?;' 1o i §.§ e the least possible effort to every project, because

P % is! i j i ﬁfﬁf«- you evaluate the reward in relationship to the work
e that you're doing. In our field, that does not work.
f:“%ﬁ:z Eventually, the energy just disappears from the work
T and people become hacks. They get used up. And
i""f__gg?‘.:;ff incidentally, you see that happen to people, who go

into the field with enormous talent, and then are

robbed of their energy, because they decided they

have to make a living and want to look at it as a
GRAPHIC ACTIVISM profession or a job. And ultimately the best people

in this field—everybody that you and | could name

NI on our fingers—are people who do not have that
objective, who would work for nothing because the
1N meaning of the work goes beyond the payment for

MEAN TIMES the work. So | think that you could almost identify
the best designers in our terms by that characteristic.
1ILé: In the meantime, it's extremely sad for our
profession. People who would work for free! That
kind of value does not bring you any respect from
corporate America.
GLASER: Corporate America can’t have any other value.
Corporate America can't value art. Why should they
value art? Or value dedication that goes beyond
making money. Corporate America is only about the
ability to make money. So there’s no way they could
ever acknowledge that there was anything else in life,
except making money.
ILé: Exactly. And that's who we work for. And then,
fight the power.

“THE KING AND THE JESTER,” GRAPHIS NO. 350, MARCH/APRIL 2004

Graphic Activism in Mean Times, Take Back the Net,
AIGA NY—Fresh Dialogue, 1995 The Village Voice, May 16, 2000
flyer/poster, double-sided print AD: Minh Uong
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You've Got Porn!

One of Ili¢'s most controversial illustrations appeared

ina 2000 issue of the Village Voice. The theme of the

issue "You've Got Porn,” talked about how America

OnLine presents itself as family friendly, but profits from
pornography. lli¢ had the AOL logo shaped like women'’s
“intimate haircut.” But instead of that solution, they
published a picture of a cardboard penis that jumps out of a
box whose one side represents a computer screen with the
AOL logo. As Jesse Sunenblick says in the text Little Murders,
when you compare the two illustrations, you can't help but
feel cheated.

The illustration was not completely rejected. It was
shown over an entire page with text, but in an illustrator's
world this is a hard blow as well.

Realistically rendered illustrations perhaps could have
been published if lli¢, as he admits himself, hadn't made an
error and submitted the illustration before the deadline, on
Friday, because he traveled out of town for the weekend.

“So, they had time to think.” There are various competing
claims about what really happened. Ili¢ says that the female
editors objected to the exploitation of female body, while
the PR office claimed that the magazine's editor-in-chief
Don Forst, chose another front page because this one
looked “too physical, sexual.”

However, the back pages of the Village Voice are full of
tempting images and ads for sexual services, and the money
earned from them enables it to survive as the largest free
newspaper in America.

Ili¢ called the art director. "I told him: You are the
biggest because of pimps and whores, escort agencies, and
sex phone lines, which are a direct exploitation of women.
And it's okay to post these ads, and this is not? So, the editor
felt that theillustrations were offensive to women, and her
wages are paid directly by pimps. Isn't that controversial?
When | put it that way they said: ‘Aha, well, yes.. But it was

too late.”
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You've Got Porn,

The Village Voice, October 24,2000

Suddenly Not Susan,
The Village Voice, November 23,1999

The Burden of Being a Woman,

The Village Voice, December 22, 2004

ALL: AD: Ming Uong

“An illustration I did for the Village Voice caused
demonstrations. It accompanied an interview
with a woman who had undergone many sexual
reassignment surgeries to become a man. My
illustration showed Barbie with parts of Ken.

A group of transgender people thought that I
wanted to portray them as monsters and so they
organized a large demonstration in front of the
Village Voice. They did not attack me personally,
but when I later did an illustration for The New
York Times on the conflict between Serbs and
Croats, both sides started to call me at home
and threatened to slaughter me. The fact that
it got the same reaction from both groups was
confirmation that my illustration reflected
reality.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “BECAUSE OF MY ILLUSTRATION TRANSVESTITES ORGANIZED

DEMONSTRATIONS IN NEW YORK,” PLUS 7, NOVI LIST, RIJEKA, JULY 10, 2000

A WOMAN







Ewe Two, The New York Times Book Review, December 1997, Ap: Steven Heller

“The praise that Mirko

li¢ received as a graphic
designer in the U.S., as well
as his successful experiments
with computer animation,
confirmed the incitement of
Novi kvadrat ideas within

the virtual reality of new
electronic technologies.”

— DARKO GLAVAN, “NOVI KVADRAT OF MIRKO
ILIC: CULTURAL FORGERY OR THE REVOLUTION
OF CROATIAN COMICS,” GLOBUS,

DECEMBER 3, 1999

Fat Free,
University of Chicago Magazine #4,
vol. 97, April, 2005,

AD: Allen Carroll
The hard facts, (The sexual male,

part five), Playboy, 2008

AD: Rob Wilson

212




— |

s

=

The look of love, (The sexual male, Love Hurts, 36 Tattoos, No Masses, No Movement,
part four), Playboy, 2008 Vibe Magazine, March, 2005 The Village Voice, October 16, 2002 The Village Voice, May 28, 2002
AD: Rob Wilson AD: Florian Bachleda AD: Minh Uong AD: Minh Uong
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“I don’t care if the country is led by a Republican, a Democrat, an
Independent, a black, or a woman I will be equally critical of every
president if I think it is necessary.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “THE KING AND THE JESTER,” GRAPHIS NO. 350, MARCH/APRIL 2004
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Data Trail
National Geographic, 2003

AD: Jeffrey Osborne

Not Much Has Changed in
a System That Failed

The New York Times,
September 8,2002,

AD: Tom Bodkin

C.LA, Emerge, 1997

AD: Wayne Fitzpatric

When the magazine Emerge
ordered the cover for the
January 1997 issue about
the alleged involvement

of the CIAin a planned
distribution of narcotics in
black neighborhoods of Los
Angeles, Ili¢ acquired seven
crack-pipes in the search for
the one that would perfectly

suit hisidea
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The Scent of War
The Village Voice,
November 13,2002

AD: Minh Uong

Audio Torture
Best Life, March 2005

AD: Brandon Kavulla

Forced to Fight
The Village Voice,
May 5,2004

AD: Minh Uong

“In the field of design, Mirko is a rare species. His
powers of imagination, invention, and visualization

are so extraordinary and so fast it seems unbelievable.
And he does everything with a great knowledge of
design history and classic design principles. On top

of everything, he has a strong social conscience and
uncompromised political honesty. Because opposites
attract, | go upstairs from my studio every day to visit
Mirko and steal whatever | can. Whenever Mirko helps
me, it makes my crude ideas presentable. We work well
together because we don't give a shit about credit. We
just want the work to do its job of making the world
better. The vast majority of design is professional
pimping for corporations. A small and precious
minority is primarily concerned with humanistic values,
with freedom, with tolerance, and with goodness. |
hope to be counted with him in this group.

—DANIEL YOUNG



Fuel, 2002

silkscreen poster

Black and white illustration
(Make Fuel Efficiency Our
Gulf Strategy, The New York
Times, 1990, AD: Michael
Valenti) was redesigned as
a protest poster against

intervention in Iraq.
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Bushit, “flyers”,

Produced for anti-Bush
campaigns during the
presidential elections in
2004

cw: Daniel Young,

D: Mirko Ili¢

Radioactive waste from
nuclear power plants stays
radioactive and deadly for

hundreds of thousands of years.

We can generate electricity in safer ways.

Radioactive Waste (glow in the dark poster), 2010,

AD & D: Mirko lli¢, Daniel Young, cLIENT: Paradoxy Products All these works were conceived, created, and funded by Daniel Young and Mirko Ili¢
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Fix the Mistake!, 2004
Project realized for the
2004 Presidential elections
Assignage flown daily for
about 10 days, in Florida
from South Beach to Fort
Lauderdale. The project was
financed by Daniel Young,
Stefan Sagmeister, Louise

Fili, and Mirko Ili¢

Tolerance is Holy, 2005,

D: Daniel Young & Mirko lli¢
Poster was made for
Jerusalem Gay Pride,

when leaders of all
opposed religious groups

were equally engaged in

opposition to Gay Pride

parade in "Holly City”

Greed, Occupy Wall St
T-shirt design

PHOTO: Jacquie Osman, 2011

Occupy Wall Street,

d: Dallas Graham and
Mirko Ili¢, 2012

Piece is created out of bits
of logos from different
banks and financial

institutions
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To help, contact: www.ajws.org www.genocideintervention.n




>t www.savedarfur.org www.theirc.org www.unicefusa.org www.worldvision.org

Darfur poster, 2006

D: Mirko Ili¢ & Daniel Young
The poster has caused
much discussion on the use

of Holocaust motifs outside

the context of suffering

Jews from Nazi and other
pro-fascist governments
Conceived, created, and
funded by Daniel Young and

Mirko Ili¢




VICTOR
CALDERONE

Presents

e

NYC Gay Pride Weekend
Saturday, June 29th, 2002 Hammerstein Ballroow
)

Tickets: 212-307-7171 or www.ticketmaster.com
www.victorcalderone.com




fora party during Gay Pride Weekend 2002
D: Heath Hinegardner, Mirko lli¢

3D ILLUSTRATION: Lauren DeNapoli, Mirko lli¢

“There are a thousand reasons not to give something to
someone, and there is only one reason to do so. There are
a thousand reasons why homosexuals are not allowed on
Croatian television, and only one why they should be: we
want to hear what they have to say.”

—MIRKO ILI¢, “SEX AND LIES OF MIRKO ILI¢,” FORUM, SLOBODNA DALMACIJA, SPLIT, APRIL 17, 2002

SHOUT—Gay Pride Parade, 2011

Poster design for New York's Gay Pride
Parade 2011is a combination of Alexander
Rodchenko's poster, “Lengiz-Books” (1925)
and the famous “Silence = Death” (1986)
poster about AIDS

PHOTO: Igor Mandi¢

Calderone / Provocateur poster and program booklet
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“A problem arises with clients that do not see that they could earn money from a good design, but
at the same time they run to buy a new car because it looks nice! They buy it because of the design,
and here they do not believe that design equals money. Fashion design and advertising in fashion
magazines dictates what you wear. If design can dictate how you are going to 100k, it obviously can
propose and suggest some other things as well. With that kind of design you never know whether
you succeeded or not. It is always a crapshoot. With shoes you always know how much you sold.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “THERE IS A LOT OF BAD DESIGN IN POLITICS, BECAUSE EVERYONE WANTS TO CARRY FAVOR WITH THE MASSES,” VJESNIK, ZAGREB, MAY 14—15, 2005
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llustration, the Method

WRITING ABOUT ILLUSTRATION IN AMERICA, Steven Heller points out that
the artists who came from the former Eastern Europe have strongly influenced
the trends of American illustration with their metaphorical visual vocabulary.
“Criticism, cynicism, and a great deal of sensitivity to social and politi-
cal issues have made Mirko Ili¢ a leading graphic commentator on current
events, for which in some situations it is just incredible that he identifies
them, not being a native to the American culture...”
1li¢’s mastery of political illustration is reflected in the way that he in-
volves the viewer in the game. His illustrations often seem like a frame from
the comic in which we never see the following one, we have to imagine it, to
construct a picture in our mind and complete a story. The fact that we must
engage in solving a kind of rebus, means that we must stay a few seconds
longer on the illustration because it draws out our attention, and in an ideal
sense, forced us as readers to think of the political problem it represents and
ultimately to take a stand about it. Ili¢ himself says that many of his illustra-
tions are based on the manipulation of two quite ordinary, everyday objects
linked in an unusual way. We could say that the key characteristic of his
illustration work is the use of metaphors, which he often manages to extract
from the most ordinary things, topics dangerously threatened by banality.
Tlustration on the topic digital city would lure many illustrators to some
sci-fivision of the city of the future, variations on the Orwellian, or virtual re-
ality. Ili¢ however is moving in the reverse direction. Instead of the futuristic
vision of the city wired with digital communications systems, he sees the city
and structure of streets, and turns it into a picture of a typical American city,
with a bank and a hospital, park, and monuments. Simple? Yes, why have we
not thought of that before! Banal? No, and exactly because we did not think
of it before. But after that illustration—whether we see a chip or hear some-
thing about the “digital city,” we shall never be able to avoid that association.
He has achieved a similar effect with the work that he considers as one of
his greatest successes, the cover of the Time magazine picturing the conflict pigital city, Schiumberger
between the Francophone and Anglophone populations in Canada, bearing  annual Report, 1996
no text. When he drew two faces in simple strokes around the recognizable  o: Milton Glaser & Walter
symbol of maple leaf of the Canadian flag, perception of that symbol was for-  sernard
ever changed for many.
“After that, Canadians called me and told me that T have changed their flag
forever. Imade it so that people can no longer see the Canadian flag without
seeing two profiles in it. Such things make me happier than any award. It’s
when you point to someone something that existed before, but people did
not see it that way.”
Such an approach is precisely in the spirit of the idea that we just need
to learn to observe. As the designer Bob Gill has said, “Each of my works is
based on things that people could have perceived by themselves if they only
tried a little harder.”
“Thatis correct. It’s all there,” Ili¢ confirms but adds: “If I take someone’s
idea and draw it in my own way, in most cases, my work would eventually be
stronger, because ideas are often not supported by technique. Everything is
already around us, but the road from the head to the paperis dif-  rrevious pace:
011 Heller quoted in catalo- ~ ferent, and art is happening on that road. I am not fascinated by  Absolut Times,
gue of the exhibition Mirko  intellect anymore. Allintellect has two or three systems of func-  times rak, newsletter of
llié: Graphic design, illustrati- tioning. Iam totally fascinated by stupidity. You’d say, howinthe  The New York Times Company, 2001
ons, Art Pavilion, Zagreb 1992 world dld he think of that! Stupldlty iS much more fascinating.> AD: Richard Press
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Bidu Sayao: Opera Arias

and Brazilian Folk Songs

CD digipak, Sony 1996

D: Nicky Lindeman & Mirko Ili¢

T T s
BiBE SavAn

From Gershwin’s Time

CD digipak, Sony 1998

Lily Pons: Coloratura Assoluta

CD digipak, Sony 1998.
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ALL COVERS
Sony Classical « Masterworks Heritage
AD: Allen Weinberg

D: Mirko lli¢

Gregor Piatigorsky:
Great Cello Concerts

CD digipak, Sony 1997

George Szell &
Cleveland Orchestra:

Prokofiev / Bartok,

CD digipak, Sony 1999

Lotte Lenya Sings Kurt Weill,
The American Theatre Songs
CD digipak, 1999

ILLUSTRATION: Karl Ericson

CD COVERS
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C+C Music Factory,
Logo, Sony Music, 1990
D: Nicky Lindeman & Mirko lli¢

Violence: Oppressing The Masses, Jamalski: A Piece of Reality,

Atlantic Records Corporation, 1990 Sony BMG, 1992

AD: Bob Defrin, ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

RHGERGARS [UHEALANE

Rage Against the Machine:
Bulls on Parade

CD single, Sony/Epic, 1996

Rage Against the Machine:

Evil Empire

CD single, Sony/Epic, 1996

RIGHT: RATM t-shirt



Buldozer: Night
Helidon 1995, 6751750

R o G, B T A L L, b

“It’s good that trends don’t typically happen all over
America at once. A few years back a big trend in Seattle

was the grunge movement. At the same time in Los Urban & 4: Hello!
Angeles there was overlapping type designed on a Croatia Records 2009, CD 5832478
computer. In New York, Stefan Sagmeister was doing pHOTO: Milica Czerny Urban

something completely different from everything that
was happening in the West or in the rest of the U.S.”

—MIRKO ILIC

Primoz Grasi¢: My Wish
(Nika 2000, NR-CD-Y-0040)

CD COVERS
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TO HELP SEE

SVA To Help See

POSSIBILITIES

v T WWW.SVA.EDU R

poster, 2008

Desian sy RED i conn & School of VISUAL ARTS® = 3 ] cp: Anthony Rhodes
ik AD: Michael Walsh

D: Mirko lli¢

ILLUSTRATION

Mirko Ili¢ Corp
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AS AN EXPRESSION OF THE MODERNIST IDEOLOGY (developed
by the Bauhaus and its followers), the position that design should
be “anonymous,” that good design is not an individual author’s
expression, but a result of specific needs and a rational response
to existing problems, was dominant until recently. As Rick Poynor
pointed out, there were always a handful of famous designers who,
like Raymond Loewy and Charles Eames, became famous, but for
most designers—especially graphic designers—anonymity was
their professional destiny. In the last twenty years, though, that
has changed.

“A class of design stars has emerged and for anyone going into
design now, it must be clear that fame is an achievable goal. There
are various reasons for this. In broader terms, it corresponds to
deep changes within the culture...”®

But still, to most people, the term “designer” unfortunately
does not suggest someone who is solving problems—as Tomas
Maldonado defined it—instead, they often think of a fashion

Designer as Author

“Ten years ago, only the most stellar and durable
design figures would find themselves lauded in career
monographs, which design book publishers regarded
as commercially risky ventures. Today, publishers
compete with each other to sign deals and publish
lavish, celebratory tomes. None of this would be
happening if there wasn't a huge appetite within
the design profession, particularly among younger
designers, to admire, learn about, and learn from
its inspirational figures. At the same time, there is
a growing interest outside the design world in the
people who shape our visual reality. Three-dimension
designers are the usual beneficiaries of this attention,
but occasionally a graphic designer—Neville Brody,
Tibor Kalman, David Carson...

—RICK POYNOR, “BARING IT ALL—STEFAN SAGMEISTER

& THE RETURN OF IDEA-BASED DESIGN,” HANDARBEIT,

designer or even a hairdresser. Magazines with the word “design”  max, vienna 2002
in their name are mainly focused on interior decoration. We have

not only designer furniture and designer jeans but also designer

beer and water, even designer drugs.

At the same time, inside the design profession itself, many designers
and writers argue that contemporary design has reduced its role to being
the handmaid of marketing and advertising. Critics point out that there are
many more important issues and communication problems that really de-
serve designers attention. The First Things First 2000 manifesto was one such
attempt at addressing the problems of contemporary design and its shifting
role by the profession as a whole. If conservatives limit the role of design to
the service of commerce, radical critics point out that in the development of
design as profession many theoreticians and practitioners—from Bauhaus to
Victor Papanek and the Antidesign movement of the late sixties—have been
emphasizing social aspects and meanings of design. Design was regarded
as a device for social progress, not just a tool to raise productivity and sales.

“When did you last see an advertisement for bread?” Ili¢ asked. “Bread is
not advertised because everyone eats it, but why are there so many commer-
cials for bottled water? Because we have tap water and in fact we do not need
tobuy it! So, advertising and design are just pushing stuff that we don’t need.
What we really need, we buy anyway. The entire marketing, advertising, and
the design, create in us the need to buy something that we probably do not
need at all. Of course, design can deal with other, more important social issues,
but this is done by a smaller number of people who get less media exposure
and earn far less than the design stars whose names everybody knows.

“It has been extremely common in the last ten or fifteen years
for young designers to start their own studios and collectives soon
after graduating,” Poynor said. “There is great pressure on those
who want rapid success to devlop a distinctive style while still a
student. By comparison, twenty or so years ago, young designers
usually worked for established design companies for anumber of
years, learning all aspects of the craft and business, before setting
up their own companies (if they did this at all).”*?

011 Rick Poynor: Baring it Punct’'d, limited edition poster on the

all - Stefan Sagmeister and subject of typographic sign,
the return of idea-based Neenah Paper, 2004
design, in Handarbeit, MAK,

Vienna 2002, pgs. 54-55

021 Ibid, pg. 55
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In that aspect Ili¢’s professional development was quite unique as well. In the early days,
he first received attention for his comics and then he expanded his scope of action to almost
everything thata graphic designerin socialist Yugoslavia could do at that time. When he came
tothe United States, a new professional environment with quite different corporate rules, he
again established his position as an illustrator first and then used it to expand his acti-
vities to other areas of graphic and visual communications.

His work in socialist Yugoslavia was often criticized for lacking a unique and distinc-
tive style. But that aspect of his work can be seen as a certain post-modern “death of the
author” form. Rejection of classical narrative comics also represented an equivalent to
the disappearance of the omniscient narrator. In the same way that the short story was
an ideal medium of postmodern literature, short experimental forms in just one or two
tabs were the same for new comics. Those Ili¢ defined as “comics without obligation,”
without the burden of permanent characters, a recognizable but repetitive style, or even
the continuity of publication. For his eclecticism Ili¢ is undoubtedly a postmodernist,
but this kind of postmodernism has nothing to do with a parasitic strip-mining of the
past or uncritical acceptance of the consumer culture. On the contrary, he always stri-
ved towards provocation and innovation. In what seems established and well known he
works to discover something new.

His approach is self-reflexive. It includes his own position which cannot remain in-
tactand unchanged. It is an active position, by which the author includes himselfin the
whole picture. A kind of a metaphor for this is his frequent introduction of himself or
a look-alike as a character in his comics and illustrations. Otvoreni strip (Open comic)
was entirely about the process of drawing comics, and comments on the context of its
own publication in newspapers.

This is what literary theory calls metafiction. Many comics emphasized their own media
nature as well and self-reflexively pointed out to the reader the means of their produc-
tion and in so doing increased awareness of their own artificiality. This is an educational
process of Brechtian type; it is a type of art, comic, or illustration that does not allow
us to stare at it romantically, but instead wants to snap us out of our dogmatic slumber.

His faith in development, overcoming limits, and rejecting the conventional limita-
tions in thinking, makes Ili¢ a follower of the radical spirit of modernism, and not an
empty formal shell of late-modernist design (exemplified, for instance, in the formal
use of Helvetica and the grid that through the decades have become signifiers of the
international corporate style). Thus, it is easy to see that the authors he deeply admires,
such as Milton Glaser and Robert Massin, are in a way similar. In terms of form, they
were postmodern when postmodernism did not yet have a name, and today they still
defend the basic progressive cultural values of modernism.

2

REPUBLIC OF -
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Proposed design for the passport and paper bills of the Independent

Republic of New York. lllustrations for the text The independent Republic

of New York, New York Magazine, August 2004, ap: Chris Dixon, IL: Mirko Ili¢
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The expansion of Apple’s Macintosh computers as a design tool opened up great “If you work on someting
opportunities for experimentation with typography, which served the development that’s a fad one minute,
of so-called deconstructivist approach well. Under the influence of Wolfgang Weingart, it will be out of fashion
deconstructivism spread in the United States in the late eighties from institutionssuch  the next. In this way
as the Cranbrook Academy of Art, Cal Arts, and Emigre magazine. Radical, eccentric ~ design is similar to the
layouts, strange new typefaces and the typographical complexity of the West Coastin  music industry: there are
the late eighties and nineties did not affect Ili¢ much. Undoubtedly, this was partly the ~ musicians who constantly
result of the internal U.S. division into East and West Coast scenes. Already, he wasa  sell albums, and there are
New Yorker. In terms of typography, he has favored the work of Jonathan Hoeflerand those who make a trendy
Tobias Frere-Jones, who rely on American typographic tradition. Taking over the ideas  one hit wonder and then
and achievements of the past—past artists, periods and styles—is a legitimate part of ~disappear. The question is
design practice. In a way, graphic designers have always been postmodernists (relying who would you rather be,
on the work of other authors, from other contexts and times, when creating theirown David Bowie or the Spice
narratives). Girls?”

Designing the op-ed pages of The New York Times was one such example where an  —wirco ILI¢, “GIVE ME A DEADLINE AND
almost forgotten idea from typographic history was creatively transformed for new  wonev oris No. 2, zacRes, 1999
purposes in a new medium. Just at the moment when the expansion of the Internet,
e-mail, and the Web, turned the old print magazines and newspapers into a new art
form—which was particularly evident in magazines such as Emigre and Ray Gun—Ili¢
made a similar creative breakthrough, not in the field of alternative publishing intended
for young and radical readers, but in the heart of the American corporate
media-culture—Time magazine and The New York Times. The counterargument to the
thesis that old media dinosaurs simply reacted to the appearance of new visual and
cultural tendencies, wanting to modernize the look and thus make themselves more
appealing to a new audience, can easily be found in the more conventional design of
these newspapers after the termination of Ili¢’s cooperation with them. Obviously it
was all about individual creative breakthrough as well as about personal strength and
ability to convince editors of the value of his solutions.

At that time when the design world was strongly marked with new digital typography,
1li¢ and his associates created an entire calendar using a hand-drawn mixture of Cyrillic
and Latin letters in the 2001 project Antiewall. He also anticipated the interest expre-
ssed in the book coauthored with Steven Heller, Handwritten: Expressive Lettering In The
Digital Age (Thames & Hudson, 2004)—a kind of backlash at the moment of saturation
with digital innovations. Examples gathered in the book show that strange things were
done with typography even before computers and that they could be done without it
too, i.e., they point out that typographic experiment is by no means related to modern
digital technology only.

The revolution in graphic design is usually associated with the emergence of personal
computers, which enabled designers to fully perform complex and demanding professi-
onal jobs, which, in the technical sense of designing, composing, and creating layouts,
scanning, and prepress, until recently was done by a whole team of professionals. This is
certainly important, but there is another side to it. The democratization of digital media
has enabled a large number of people who are not, narrowly speaking, graphic designers,
to realize their own needs in that area, and it gave them some of the special technical
tools of professional designers. What, then, makes one designer different from another,
or from everyone else who is able to work in desktop publishing software? It can only
be in his way of thinking. Contemporary graphic designer can no longer be limited to
knowing the “rules of the profession”—although the extent to which new generations
of digital designers often neglect finer points in typography can be painful. Designers
now have to devote more attention to what a computer is not able to do. They need to
think creatively, to be politically and socially responsible. There is nothing new for Ili¢
in this situation. The computer releases him from hard manual work, giving him greater
control over the whole product, but the most important thing remains the same—the
notion that the idea is paramount. »
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The Local Museum LoM in cooperation with KinoKamera
resents
THE WEEPING GAME
a ita)
by Branislay Nusic aka Ben Aki
Directedby Sanja Bestic

ol Opening Night: December 18% 2010 at & pm + Shows: December 16™ to 21 2070 at & pm
...... ~  Loeal Museum - Callery Me + 549 West 527 Streer, §° Floot (hetween 10° sad 117 dve.) + 2125811966

directed by Ka

Davidson & anovif

TAS |

The Weeping Game,
poster, The Local Museum / KinoKamera, 2011

AD & D: Mirko lli¢
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poster, Theater TAS, 2010
AD: Mirko lli¢, Jee-eun Lee

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢ Corp.

OPPOSITE PAGE:
Recycling Art

poster, The Philbrook Museum of Art,
Art Directors Club of Tulsa, 2004
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MIRkO 1LIC
THE PHILBROOK MUSEUM OF ART OCTOBER 24, 2004 ORGANIZED BY ART DRECTORS CLLUB OF TULSA
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“1 get bored very eaSily. It might sound Design, Money and...
pretentious, but if you look at my career you poster, AIGA Dallas, 2010
will see that I stopped making comics when I AD & D: Mirko lli¢
wason top of the game. When record design The poster was designed
was my forte, I stopped designing records. with the help of Aleksandra
When hand drawn illustration picked up, I Jakovljevi¢ and
stopped illustrating. It’s simple, I get bored. I Eytan Schiowitz

am not interested in what others expect of me; PHOTOGRAPHY: Matthew
when I get bored, I see no reason whatsoever to Klein

keep doing it. Therefore, all of those different
things that I do, make me happy because one
should always challenge the brain with new
puzzles rather than continue to solve old ones.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “GIVE ME THE DEADLINE AND THE MONEY,” ORIS NO.2, ZAGREB, 1999
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ILLUSTRATION: Mirko

Jazz at Lincoln Center,

poster, AIC Foundation, 2009

AD: Mirko lli¢

J

ee-eun Lee

D: Mirko lli¢,

30th anniversary AIGA/NY,

AIGA/NY asked 30 NYC designers to

create commemorative posters for their

anniversary, 2012
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Massin in Continuo: A Dictionary December 17, 2001-March 2, 2002 The Herb Lubalin Study Center of Design and Typography The Cooper Union School
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The Cooper Union School of Art East 7th Street at Third Avenue, lower floor Reception Monday, January 28, 2002, 8-10 p.m.
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Massin and Milton Glaser in Conversation
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by Laetitia WOLFF

MIRKO ILIC IS MY MENTOR.
Mirko is an eye, an image maker and an image matcher, who discovers
treasure troves of inspiring imagery for both himself and others. The

treasure trove he offered me, unsolicited, in the spring of 2000, was Massin.

A single name that “I should have known,” as Mirko put it, a name to which
I could not as yet attach an image. Since then, Mirko has supported me in
all my graphic endeavors: feeding me with exotic leads for the editorial
direction of Graphis magazine, helping me curate the Young Guns 3 NYC
show on whose board he sat, and designing the Massin exhibition poster.
Under the benevolent eye of my mentor, I also learned a fair bit about
design politics and I curated the Massin retrospective, when it was shown
for the first time in America.

Mirko is the rare bird who gets as much excitement from creating
images as he does from discovering them. He has brought an insatiable
curiosity to the rich patrimony of culturally inherited images, safely stored
in his head as much as in his file cabinets. This source material promises
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to yield even more compelling assemblages. Icons, books, and prints (new
and old) are rarely gathered for their own sake, but rather so they can be
transcended into a very personal picture alphabet. Without lapsing into the
compulsive fixation of a collector, he draws sheer pleasure from cataloging
these signs into specific interpretative contexts. Doctor Ili¢ curates them,
translates them, “and prescribes” them via comprehensible, digestible
groupings. Revealing connections is in fact one of his favourite games.
While building bridges over ancient cultural discord he, by the same token,
trains the eye to acknowledge similarities rather than differences.

Under the multifarious, enlightened identity of a designer-illustrator-
cum-editor, Ili¢ has conceived many book projects in association with
Steven Heller—an ubiquitous name in design criticism. Triggered from a
pure and often personal visual statement, those projects reflect Mirko’s
desire not to forget the very origins of images, how they were generated
and then used. The Swastika: Symbol Beyond Redemption is an incisive
exploration of the meaning, mysteries, and misunderstanding of one of
the most powerful symbols in the history of mankind. Genius Moves makes
historical parallels to show how the best ideas perpetuate themselves over
time. The Hand Scrawl is a record of hand-drawn lettering in the digital
age. These projects have all been built from the ground up, with the secret
intent of alerting our minds and senses to historical facts and truths
(especially those that repeat), and ultimately, to elevating the viewer
above the lowest common denominator of visual mediocrity. Ili¢ is like a
corrosive solvent that reveals by exposing.

Hidden deep under I1i¢’s mania for imagery, I suspect there is a sense
of ethical responsibility: i.e., the need to save nonvisual people from
intellectual blindness. Or rather, to establish a visual history for the very
industry that claims to be visual when too often short-term memory
problems impedes its judgment.

The “mission impossible” of this dispenser of visual justice is by nature
shared with others. By advocating for a better record of what’s there to
be seen and understood, he fights against oblivion and amnesia with the
keepsake of all media: the book. And although he has taught regularly at
various educational institutions, I am not quite sure the academic forum is
necessarily the ideal arena for his exposés. The linear structure of the book
seems more in tune with his design chronicles. Attached to his discoveries
of unheard-of talents, incredible wacky typefaces, exquisite graphite
drawings, and underground silk screens there is a delicious satisfaction in
the act of finding, combined with the design “deed.” With a mischievous
pride taken in the discovery of overlooked visual artifacts, Mirko makes
abook as a proof. The book, the magazine, and printed matter in general
are definitely his preferred media. A book title or an author’s name won’t
help much, but tell him the cover is black-and-white with lettering on
a bathroom door, and he’ll give you the exact page number where that
striking image of a scarred body appears. The book brings organizational
power to his rich visual memory and a sequence to his complex parallels.

To this day I keep asking him, “When are we starting our magazine
together?”

Mirko Ili¢ is my mentor. %

NEW YORK, DECEMBER 2002

Poster for retrospetive exhibition
Massin in Continuo: A Dictionary, 2001
D: Heath Hinegardner, Mirko Ili¢
DIAGRAMS: Heath Hinegardner

COMMISIONER: Futureflair

Poster could be folded into small book -
mini reproduction of Massin's famous
typographic interpretation of lonesco’s

La Cantatrice chauve, Gallimard, Paris 1964
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The Books

NEW YORK IS A WORLD CENTER of the communication and information in-
dusties, and Milton Glaser believes that the diversity of his work was most
certainly partly based on the location of his workplace. This also applies to
Ili¢. Paradoxically, what New York gave him as an added bonus was not an
awareness of trends, knowledge of contemporary works and authors, or the
availability of the latest technologies, but rather the opposite: the awareness
of the past, of history. The access to new technologies is certainly faster and
easier there, but his passion for old books and digging into the history of de-
sign rose to a new level.

“In America, I have achieved the two things I like most. One is that I love to
travel, and another is that I like to collect books. I have a huge amount of old
and new books, for example, the first editions of El Lissitzky, Rodchenko. I have

Mayakovsky’s Poetry to be read aloud (For the Voice), which only three-thousand
copies were released, out of which about a thousand have survived. Or a copy
of the magazine Nemoguce (Impossible) that was published in Belgrade in1932
and that probably no one in Belgrade has today. I have a huge collection of books
and magazines from the period 1910-1950, and each of these pieces is extremely STEPPENWOLF

valuable. Not because they are expensive, but because their content is extremely
valuable to me. I recently came across a book on architecture, Visionary Cities:

the Archaeology of Paolo Soleri, which was published in Americain1971,and I was

shocked to find out that the author, Donald Wall, was talking about things that

some designers today, like David Carson, are quasi-inventing and using to make

celebrities out of themselves. Isent the book to Eye magazine and they published

four pages of it claiming that it was the most important typographic book in the

world published in the seventies, and that almost no one today was aware of it
because we, designers, read only books about design, while this is a book about
architecture, it simply flew under the radar, and nobody noticed it. Ibought the

book for fifty dollars. I found three or four copies more and gave them to friends

as presents. After the article in Eye and three other pieces in other magazines,
everybody started to look for it, so it reached the price of fifteen-hundred dol-
lars. These are my favorite successes.

I go to bookstores and I go through pages, I smell the paper, I look at the
covers, and read the dedication. It’s nice to hold a book that was once in the
hands of Rodchenko, so I touch that page and it seems that I am touching
him through history.”

Said another lover of old books, Internet artist Vuk Cosi¢: “Mirko and I
have two themes: a sort of non-evil childish ego-match in which we praise
each other about how brilliant we are, and collecting avant-garde printed
things. We share a suicidal passion for design freaks from the twentieth cen-
tury, mainly avant-gardists from between the two wars. These dialogues are
interesting, because there are a few collectors of this material. So when we
meet, we always harass each other by bragging about new pieces in our collec-
tions. And so, our macho dialogue continued for years—I show him Davi¢o’s

HESSE

THE GLASS BEAD GAME
(Magister Ludi)

popé

Rewriting the Book, Traces from 1928 in five copies, and then he kills me with Mayakovsky. And

Information Entertainment, so on. It’s a horror.”

1996 Herman Hesse: Steppenwolf and

AD: Milton Glaser & The Glass Bead Game,

Walter Bernard Henry Holt 1988, AD: Lee Wade,
ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢ D: Nicky Lindeman, ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢
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Elvis + Marilyn: 2ximmortal

Rizzoli, 1994

AD & D: Mirko lli¢
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“Mirko lli¢ looked to the Russian
Constructivists ... blended typography
reminiscent of Russian Constructivist
El Lissitzky with images by pop
artist Andy Warhol for the cover of a
thoroughly modern book on Marilyn
and Elvis.

lli¢ obviously enjoys tweaking
cranky editors. Take his design for the
1994 catalog that accompanied an
exhibit at the Cleveland Museum of Art
of images celebrating two American
legends: Elvis Presley and Marilyn
Monroe.

“Elvis and Marilyn were icons—they
were worshipped by people. So my
first draft was done to look like old

G) Bibles, but with new typography. |
/! used Beowulf, “says the designer.” But
the curators went bananas. They sent
me a letter explaining exactly what |
could and could not do. They said they
wanted classical type. But they didn't
say what shape the type should be in.”
For the inside pages, lli¢ again
% formed words into shapes. This time,
though, his design was influenced by
Russian Constructivism, not German
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poetry. “It's very bold, very minimalistic,”
he says.
The cover blends Constructivist type
with pop art images by Andy Warhol.
[li¢ cites a book of poems to be read
ZZ0L1 aloud designed by El Lissitzky in 1923:

AW AR

“All the illustrations were done from
pieces Lissitzky found in the printing
room. I'm trying to see what you can
pull out with very minimal elements.”

—BRYN M. MOOTH, “INSPIRING TYPE,” HOW MAGAZINE,

FEBRUARY 1996, PS. 95-96
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Soccer! The Game
and the World Cup,
Rizzoli, 1994

Soccer! The Game and
the World Cup,
Universe, 1998

AD: Mirko lli¢

D: So Takahashi & Mirko Ili¢
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“I learned about Bradbury Thompson from
Steven Heller’s books. Here and there |
saw some of it, and as in the meantime
| started to collect books, | gave myself
the task of getting it, and now | have four
complete books of Westvaco Inspirations.
When | bought them, | was under such
a strong impression that it can be really
seen in the first book about soccer.

There were some things that he did that
| would accidentally touch on now and
then. For example, Adi’s LP that was
assembled out of 4 CMYK inks after
which the color would appear, | would
occasionally touch something that he did,
but at that time | did not know anything
about it. He did everything that | thought
about somewhere within myself, but |
did not have a chance ... It is negative for
me that | was under such influence, but
it's always convenient for me to discover
such people because it means that | do
not have to do such things anymore and
that | have to go a step further. What he
would do if he was in my place and all that
combined with several other people...
Although it has nothing to do with my
work, | like Lustig a lot, because of that
madness ... we are different as night and
day, he is totally decorative, everything is
nice, gentle, he has a beauty and freedom
that | cannot afford, but | can enjoy it.
| think | went farther backward, so
Rodchenko’s influence may be seen in
my work, rather than the influence of
someone appearing today. | was greatly
influenced by the front page of Fortune
magazine from 1932, because | was
collecting those things. In some aspects of
illustration | was influenced by Cassandre,
for purity. From the fifties, sixties, a book
here another book there: Massin, and
on the other side you have this book on
architecture by Soleri. | might be totally
wrong, but | do not see any particular
influence as | wander a lot. Naturally, | see
a thing and say whoo and it immediately
starts: so why not this, it could be that.
And at the end, even if | am under the
direct influence of something, the result
turns out to be totally different. | am
always trying to go one, two, three steps
further.”

—MIRKO ILIC



Soccer! How to Play the Game,

Universe 1999

AD: M. 1, D: So Takahashi,
Ringo Takahashi, Mirko lli¢
3-D ILLUSTRATION:

Lauren DeNapoli

THE OUTSIDE OF
THE FOOT PASS
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“Ilove books. Books make me very happy. When I lived in Zagreb,
foreign books were quite rare. We all borrowed books from one
another and made sure not to fold page corners, and not to tear
them. A book as a book makes me happy and that’s why I love to
design them. I am not interested in things that cannot be fun.”

—MIRKO ILIC
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An Otficial Publication of the United States Dlympic Committes

0 LI%(EAPIVII C

100 Years of Excellence

Olympic Dré’:é“ms |
e eiels)

For the front page of the hardcover edition Kodamotion technology was used to achieve the Douglas Collins: Olympic Dreams,

illusion of motion in a two-dimensional picture. But, instead of 2 or 3 frames as usually used Hardcover edition, Universe, 1996

for example in the postcards, 16 frames were incorporated from the video footage of the in cooperation with Eastman Kodak

winning performance of American gymnast Mary Lou Retton at the Olympics in Los Angeles. AD & D: Mirko lli¢, iLLusTRATION: Nigel Holmes
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FOREWORD

Visions of Allsport,
Universe, 1998.
AD: Mirko lli¢

D: So Takahashi & Mirko Ili¢

il
[ ——

THJMK!N[‘. BACKTO
WINNING GOLD

Allsport is a photography agency specializing in sports photography. To mark
the 30th anniversary of the work, they published a book which presents
some of the best works of their photographers. The book was edited by Chris

Beeson and Kate Donovan
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LEFT:

Steven Heller & Elinor

Pettit: Newsletters Now,

L 123

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

=

[}

In the United States,
corporate mail - the most

frequent destination and

PEIDE BRMTRIVERY

the method of newsletter

distribution - arrives in

packages tied up with a

rubber band. The design
of the cover mimics
that, to American reader,

recognizable visual code

IRRTER vEmaw

_ Pentjbeak
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Steven Heller:

The Swastika — Symbol
Beyond Redemption?
Allworth Press, 2000
AD: Mirko Ili¢

LAYOUT: Sharp Designs

In order to avoid the misuse

of the book by neo-nazi

-l E g groups, displaying of
swastika on the front page

was avoided by doubling

— its image.

“The quality of an illustration or design should be measured
primarily in what social environment it was made and for whom
it was intended. For the same work, an author can receive the top
prize in one place, and end up in jail somewhere else. It’s hard to say
what the ‘rules of the game’ are. The illustrations or the designs will
be successful if they satisfy the needs of their audience and not of
editors and publishers. Unfortunately, editors and publishers often
think that they are smarter than the audience.”

—MIRKO ILIC, “WHEN THE GASTARBEITER BECOMES THE ART DIRECTOR OF TIME,” VECER, MARIBOR, JUNE 8, 2000

PBG International, Inc.,, 1996
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Steven Heller & Daniel Drennan:

The Digital Designer,

Watson Guptill, 1997

AD & D: Mirko lli¢
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‘Mirko is a fantastic designer who can draw and a marvelous
painter who can design. While this accumulation of talent might
have hurt him commercially, (the market prefers clean cut
distinctions), it earned him the unending respect of all of us sadly
singularly gifted people.”

—STEFAN SAGMEISTER

THE BOOKS 1993-2011 251



252

THE SOULFUL

DIN/AS

DAVID NATHAN

=]

DAVID NATHAN

| o woman, coackbone...
thiugh the fire

Adam D. Tihany & Marci Sutin Levin:
Tihany Style — Hospitality Design,
Mondadori Electa spa, 2004

AD: Mirko lli¢, p: Dario Tagliabue, Mirko lli¢

The book was printed in three versions of
fluorescent color on the inside cover: green,

orange and red.

David Nathan: The Soulful Divas,
Billboard Books 1999,
AD: M. |

D: Nicky Lindeman



Paddy Calistro &

Fred E. Basten:

The Hollywood Archive,
Universe, 2000

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

The Beatles Now & Then /

Photographs by Harry Benson, Universe
Publishing 1998

AD: M. 1.

D: So Takahashi, M. I.

Photographer Harry Benson has went across
the ocean in order to follow The Beatles on
their first large american tour in 1964, and
stayed there for good. He has worked for

Life, Vanity Fair, GQ, Esquire, Paris Match.

[t gy 2

HEHE % g

BEATLES g
B NOWAND IPHEN

:.f | HARRY BENS QN

NIV EREE
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Theodore Roszak:

The Cult of Information,
University of California
Press Berkeley, 1986

D: Laurie Anderson

I: Mirko lli¢

Nathaniel Tripp:
Confluence,

Steerforth Press, 2005
AD: Louise Fili

I: Mirko lli¢

Walter Laqueur: Stalin,
the Glasnost revelations,
Scribner/MacMillan, 1990, Ab: Wendy Bass,

D & ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢

RIGHT:
Studs Terkel: The Great Divide,
Pantheon Books, 1988,

AD: Louise Fili

Philip Augar: The Greed Merchants,
Portfolio, 2005, AD: Joseph Perez

John Anderson:
Follow the Money,
Scribner, 2007

AD: John Fulbrook

254

JOHN ANDERSON

PHILIP AUGAR

THE GREED

MERCHANTS

HOW THE and the
INVESTMENT BANKS Texas Republicans

Haow George W. Bush,

AMERICA IN THE EIGH ]
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Hog-Tied America



Kay-Yut Chen, HP Labs,

SECRETS OF THE
MONEYLAB

HOw

BEHAVIORAL

ECONOMICS :

CAN IMPROVE 4 /77 )
YOUR N

BUSINESS

BETHANY McLEAN AND PETER ELKIND

THE

SMARTEST
GUYS IN
THE ROOM

THE AMAZING RISE AND

SCANDALOUS FALL OF ENRON

The Epic Battle for
America's Eyeballs

Gina Keating

BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF
ISHMAEL AND THE HOLY

Daniel Quinn: The Holy, and
Daniel Quinn: After Dachau,
Zoland Books, 2001

AD: Louise Fili

D: Chad Roberts

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF
ISHMAEL AND AFTER DACHAU

Kay-Yut Chen & Marina Krakovsky:
Secrets of the Money Lab, 2003;
Bethany McLean & Peter Elkind:

The Smartest Guys in the Room, 2010;
Gina Keating: Netflixed, 2012,

ALL: Portfolio-Penguin, AD: Joseph Perez
TOP RIGHT:

Luca Spaghetti: Un Amico Italiano,
Penguin (USA), 2011, COVER LETTERING:

Nicky Lindeman, ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢
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Bestselling author of Purpfe Cow and The Dip

SETH GODIN

ei'f“fw
&
THE END
OF THE FREE
MARKET

4 IAN BREMMER

7
-",; &

“h pewntal and impariat besh.” —Farmer U5 senater 8 Bradhey

THE
POSTCATASTROPHE
ECONOMY

REBUILDING AMERICA AND
AVOIDING THE NEXT BUBBLE

ERIC JANSZEN

RED AND BLUE AND
BROKE ALL OVER

RESTORING AMERICA'S FREE ECONOMY

CHARLES GOYETTE

The End of the Free Market, 2010
The Postcatastrophe Economy, 2010
Red and Blue and broke all over,
Sentinel-Penguin, 2012




ALL THE
DEVILS
ARE HERE

THE HIDDEN HISTORY
OF THE FINANCIAL CRISIS

RETHANY McLEAN

AL ||| | OF
THE SMA EST GUYS IN 1 ROOM

AND ]OI NOQERA

THE COVERT CAMPAIGN TO RIG
OUR TAX SYSTEM T8 BENEFIT
THE SUPER RICH—AND CHEAT
EVERTBODY ELSE
L3

IIIA‘JII! CAY
JOHNSTON

All the Devils are Here,
Portfolio-Penguin, 2003
Free the Market!, 2009

Perfectly Legal, 2003

GRAPEVINE

The New Arr
of Word-af-Mouth

sesss

Davc _Balrcr & John Butman

COGNITIVE
SURPLUS

How Technology Makes Consumers into Collaborators

CLAY SHIRKY

Bestselling author of Here Comes Everybody

EVERY NATION
FOR ITSELF

Winners and Losers in a

E G-Zero World

IAN BREMMER

Grapevine, 2009
Cognitive surplus, 2011
lan Bremmer: Every Nation For Itself,

2012, Portfolio-Penguin

FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER PERFECTLY LEGAL

FREE
LUNCH

HOW THE WEALTHIEST AMERICANS ENRICH THEMSELVES
AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE (AND STICK YOU WITH THE BILL)

Pulitzer Prize—Winning Reporter

DAVID CAY

JOHNSTUN

WHY INSURANCE
COMPANIES
DON'T PAY
CLAIMS AND
WHAT YOU CAN
DO ABOUTIT

JAY M.

FEINMAN 55

Free Lunch, 2007
Delay Deny Defend, 2010
Retirement Heist, 2011

Portfolio-Penguin, 2011

HOW COMPANIES

PLUNDER ANL ROF
FROM THE NE EGG
AMERICAN WORKERS

ELLEN E. SCHULTZ

ALL:
Penguin (USA)
AD: Joseph Perez

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko lli¢
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Marcon

tﬂnqcom SOCIETY
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81

The Marcony Century,
Marconi Foundation at

Columbia University, 2004

Photos of the second edition:

Marconi Society. Inc, 2005
AD & D: Mirko lli¢

D: Helen Wu & Jee-eun Lee
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“I do take various fonts from my friends and fool around with them,
but when I make a book or anything else, I buy these fonts. When
I want to send a design with a certain typeface to the printer, I like
to have proof confirming that I have bought that specific font. It’s
quite simple, I wouldn’t like anyone to treat my art differently so
why would I do it to someone else?”

—MIRKO ILIC



Among friends and colleagues, Ili¢ is known as a walking encyclopedia of
design work. As he has said, he often may not know the author’s name, but
can give precise details of a graphic solution or a book in which a reproduc-
tion was published. He began to use this talent in recent years by collecting
materials and editing books on the list of his top goals. In cooperation with
the prolific Steven Heller, he created Genius Moves—Icons of Graphic Design
(North Light Books, 2001) in the British edition titled Icons of Graphic De-
sign: A Showcase of Innovative Designs, (Thames & Hudson, 2001), which
follows a repetition of ideas through the history of graphic design. The ma-
terial in the book is sorted chronologically and each selected work is fol-
lowed by a picture of the design that preceded it or was a direct influence
for that work, as well for similar ones that were created later.

A second book with Heller, Handwritten—Expressive Lettering in the Digital
Age (Thames & Hudson, 2004), followed the evolution of different forms of
handmade typography from manuscripts to embroidery.

Design of Dissent, a collaboration with Milton Glaser, pointed to various
examples of politically engaged use of graphic design and visual communica-
tion at a time when corporations dominated design and advertising.

“I persuaded Milton to jointly make a book on political design, which is
interesting to both of us. In doing so, we were not interested in just Ameri-
can political design, but also in experiences from around the world. We ob-
tained, for example, works from Iran, Libya, former Soviet countries, vir-
tually from all over the world. Two designs were sent from China as well,
although it is still difficult to get this kind of design from that country.”

In the early 2007, Mirko and Heller collaborated on a unique idea for a
book called The Anatomy of Design—Uncovering the Influences and Inspira-
tions in Modern Graphic Design (Rockport, 2007). The book can be seen as
a continuation of their first one. In the current flood of monographic pub-
lications that deal with specific well-known designers, periods or themes,
Genius Moves and The Anatomy of Design stands out as an attempt to estab-
lish connections between the works, i.e. introduction and development of
historical consciousness that is often lacking to young designers.

In The Anatomy of Design, the authors conducted a kind of “anatomy class”
in forty-nine cases of contemporary graphic design—every page of the book
shows, and in specific ways, reveals the origins, sources, role models, and
forerunners of the parts out of which some design works were made, their
predecessors, conscious or unconscious influences and inspirations.

The book was laid out so that each left page folds out and each segment
(marked on the edge with its own color) actually occupies the space of four
pages. With the information about the author and the work, and short text
that describes specifics of the origin or context of the work, it points to sev-
eral key elements that seemed important to the authors and whose genealogy
they followed with a series of visual examples that can be seen only when the
left side is unfolded.

The selection of items includes all kinds of design works: posters, books,
CDs, and record covers, packaging. Things for different purposes and dif-
ferent clients, from Adbusters to advertising, from pop singers to cultural
alternatives. As pointed out by authors in the introductory text, the works
that serve as examples are not necessarily some canonical points of the
contemporary design, but they were chosen as well-conceived, well crafted
examples of various methods and approaches that are frequently used and
that enabled authors of the book to extract several “genealogy” lines, for
example in the stylistic and thematic approach, visual motifs, typography,
color treatment, a variety of printing “special effects” and so on. »

3

“Success is always the
same—there is no
difference between success
in Zagreb and success in
New York. My success in
Zagreb is dearer to me than
that in New York because
it happened first. People
remember their first love
more than some other
loves. Success is the same
everywhere, the same
gimmicks, the same tricks,
the same feelings, only the
results differ. Back at home,
one can be successful at
what he does and not have
a penny, and in some other
parts of the world success
produces money.”

— MIRKO \LIC, “BECAUSE OF MY ILLUSTRATIONS
TRANSVESTITES HAVE ORGANIZED
DEMONSTRATIONS IN NEW YORK,"” PLUS 7,

NOVI LIST, RIJEKA, JUNE 10, 2000
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MILTON GLASER & MIRKO ILIC
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“Content is very important to me. I
am not interested in pure design that
much, it’s a bit of a bore. I've always
felt that my design has to be against
someone. This is probably because I
grew up where I grew up.”

—MIRKO \Ll(f, “GIVE ME A DEADLINE AND MONEY,” ORIS NO. 2,

ZAGREB, 1999
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MILTON GLASER  MIRKO ILI¢

ACKNOWLDGEMENTS
JESSI ARRINGTON < AMY AXLER
SIMONA BARTA < DANA BARTELT
AMIR BERBIC - TERRENCE BROWN
ASJA DUPANOVIC - EXREM DUPANOVIC
STEVEN HELLER - ALEXANDRA KANE
CEDOMIR KOSTOVIC - DEJAN KRSIG
JEE-EUN LEE - MARIJA MILJKOVIC
DAOUD SARHANDI - ARABA SIMPSON
STAFF OF TIPOGRAFICA MAGAZINE
SCHOOL OF VISUAL ARTS - GARTH WALKER

LAETITIA WOLFF - HELEN WU
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PALESTINE AND ISRALL - - *

EX-YUGOSLAVIA --
IRAQ WAR - -

el

Milton Glaser & Mirko lli¢: Design of Dissent, Rockport, 2005, coVeR DESIGN: Milton Glaser & Mirko Ili¢, BOOK DESIGN & LAYOUT: Mirko Ili¢ Corp
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Steven Heller & Mirko Ili¢:
The Anatomy of Design

— Uncovering the Influences
and Inspirations
in Modern Graphic Design,
Rockport, 2007
AD & D: Mirko lli¢
D: Mirko lli¢ Corp.

pHoTO: Luka Mjeda

Reproduced spreads show
works of the authors from
the former Yugoslavia:

cp Burek designed by
Fabrika from Sarajevo
book Contributions to
Cultural Strategy of City of
Rijeka designed by Dejan

Dragosavac.

“I met Mirko first as a man, and
only then as a designer. We
were introduced by a mutual
friend, and | soon realized
that Mirko was a generous
person—sharp, fun, realistic,
and (as a result from all of the
above) of left-wing views like
me. And then, little by little, |
began to discover what kind
of an extraordinary designer
and teacher he was. One
day | dropped by his studio
and saw pages of a book he
was working on with Steven
Heller pasted on the walls.
The project was extremely
ambitious: to follow the usual
graphic formats back in history,
until their earliest appearances.
It looked almost like sketches

for a book on Jung's archetypes.

But I'm sure that Jung never left
his ideas so that guests could
see them, like sheets spread on
arope to dryin the sun.”

—MOMUS

- = -3 = 1 Prilezi
- B =
= i A =1 = 1 Rijeka

= (Y )
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Atheneum Hotel,

logo, 1993
commissioner: Pentagram
AD: Colin Forbes,

Michael Gericke

D: Michael Gericke

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

Atlas Print Solutions,

logo, 2010

Palladin,

ALLADIN oule T

A LUXURY €Ol The Joule,

hotel visual identity, 2006

5K Films Inc.,
logo, 2002

Swiss Army Card,
logo, 2007

CLIENT: Paradoxy Products

Spread,
restaurant/lounge logo,
Spread, Inc.,, 2002

AD: Mirko Ili¢

D: Heath Hinegardner,

Mirko Ili¢

Summit,

visual identity
Summit/The Broadmoor,
2006

AD: Mirko lli¢

D: Clint Shaner, Mirko Ili¢

The Big Red,
logo, 2009

CLIENT: Charlie Palmer

Group and the Joule

D: Mirko lli¢, Jee-eun Lee

30 for 30,

logo, 2008
CLIENT: ESPN

AD: Walter Bernard

D: Mirko lli¢

UNLESS STATED DIFFERENTLY:

AD & D: Mirko lli¢
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Design Is a Good Idea

WHAT BENNY GOODMAN SAID ABOUT SWING can be “Designers, in my opinion should have no style, except a
said for Mirko Ili¢’s work: “It isas difficult to explainas ~ general way of thinking. I've always tried to have no style.
the Mona Lisa’s smile or the nutty hats women wear— The idea must determine the form and not the opposite.”
but just as Stimulating. Itremains something you take —MIRKO ILIC, “SEVERAL SHARP WORDS AT THE EXPENSE OF SLOVENIAN DESIGNERS,” FINANCE,
five-thousand words to explain then leaves you won-  tjustana, june 7, 2000
dering what it is.”

Mirko’s many design ideas could be—according to the famous advice of
Bob Gill—transmitted via telephone and still inspire. As witnessed by Luka
Mjeda, they often really did so. While Mirko was in Milan, work on Panorama,
he still had to create covers for Danas in Zagreb. The team would agree over
the phone, and Luka would do it in Zagreb. But, as Gill also knew well, the
idea needed to be properly visualized as well.

Gill, an American, was an important figure in the development of the
idea-based design approach. With Alan Fletcher and Colin Forbes, he founded
studio Fletcher/Forbes/Gillin London in 1960, out of which, a few years after
Gill left, Pentagram was developed.

“Gill and his colleagues aspired to produce designs that were surprising
and original graphic solutions to communication problems. This required
the designer to let go of any preconceptions about how design is supposed to
look and, clearly, if a designer has a strong personal style, then he is starting
with the assumption that a design should look like one of his own designs...”*

Gill said: “Drawing [illustration] is like design, it’s a process. It’s a tool, not
the goal. Design and illustration are ways of showing views. So if you do not
have an opinion, why would you start the process? Ironically most people in-  under/stand Design,
volved in design are adopting their value system based on their environment;  t-shirt, Emzin, December 2001
from magazines such as Graphis. At the end, it results in everyone doing the
same design—which I think is boring. So, if you are not interested in what is
now considered to be a ‘good design’ and if you let the design develop from
an idea, you can achieve something original.”

Idea-based design was so successful in the market that it represented, in the
Anglo-American world of the sixties and seventies, the dominant approach
to graphic design, especially in advertising. But in the late seventies many
young designers—especially in Britain and on the west coast of the United
States—began to question the belief.

During the last decades of the twentieth century, back at the time when
1li¢ was making his name, a series of famous designers appeared with distinc-
tive personal styles. Among the first to become famous was Neville Brody
with his works for the magazine The Face and independent record companies.

However, in New York in the eighties, Tibor Kalman revived the tradition of
idea-based design, with work that was smart, witty, humorous, and rooted

in vernacular and popular culture. An autodidact in the field of design, he op-
posed the conventions and the complacency of the American design scene

entrenched in advertising, had very strong opinions, and did not hesitate to

express them at the cost of conflict.

Kalman was also an ardent advocate of design with socially valuable
content, so after studio M &Co closed, his associates—like Sagmeister, who

opened Sagmaister Inc. in 1993—strengthened that current in the
011 Poynorin sagmeister: ~ New York design. This was the atmosphere in which Mirko began
Handarbeit, pp.66-67  t0 practice design on the American scene.
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MAINGATE
LAKESIDE RESORT

Bochic, fine jewlery, logo, 2011

Andrew Young & Co. Inc., logo, 2006

Richfield, logo, 2010

Tihany Design, logo, 2006

Charlie Palmer Restaurant Dallas, Texas, logo, 2007

Maingate Lakeside Resort, logo, 2011

264

“It took me a long time to get design jobs. I first got serious jobs after I
started to work at Time magazine. I partially accepted that position because
Ineeded a break. I have never met Kalman. It was always interesting to me, I
saw several projects, but until Colours, I was not engaged. It was cool, but still
corporate stuff... The biggest thing he did when he closed the studio—was
divide his clients between his associates. Stephen Doyle got a part, Sagmeis-
ter got his, Studio Seventeen got a part, everyone got something out of it ...”

When it comes to the formal style, Mirko seems to be following Oscar
Wilde’s maxim that consistency is the last refuge of the unimaginative. He
especially emphasizes the issue of communication, in which form itself must
be relative to the content.

In the early seventies, Boris Bu¢an made work that was labeled FACH IDIOT
= STYLE [Afterward, Sagmeister formulated similar thought as Style is fart].
Ili¢ took the message to heart. He persistently avoided a distinctive style that
could easily be mistaken as a stamp of distinction, but also become a fach-idiot.
Rather than development of a personal style, his work represents continuous
exploration of different strategies, procedures, methods, tactics, schemes, and
forms of creative expression. Perhaps because each new task required a new
type of response and reaction to a specific problem in a specific context, he
was never satisfied, as he often said, with work he had already completed, that
he only saw flaws in them.

“I'would like to have a style. It would have been much easier. Unfortunately
I think that style is a pattern, you solve everything based on it and things work.
It is wonderful to be a designer if you know in advance how you will solve any
problem that you come across. Exactly because I do not have astyle, I often make
a lot of bad things. I do illustration under the pressure of impossible deadlines,
other clients want something as well, so I would probably screw something up...
IfThad asstyle, it would be snap—snap—snap based on the pattern and it would
be done correctly. But that’s boring to me. Things do repeat in my work, but only
because Ibump into a subject that requires a response similar to something that
T have already made. I do not have four aces, and things are not always the same;
I have some mixed cards that do not always win for sure, but combinations are
more interesting. There are times when certain things begin to resemble one
another, but often I make one thing and then in two years the other...”

Despite the dozens of different styles and approaches he has used over the
years, his work is recognizable more for his way of thinking than his drawing
style. Moreover, some of his drawing styles seemed so deceptively simple that
others often tried to mimic him; of course without a whole lot of success. “It
is easier to steal the hand than the brains, and thus it is easier to steal the style
than the idea ...” he said in an interview with Igor Masnjak.

In critical reviews of Tli¢’s work, a frequent comment is that some of his col-
leagues are better pure drawers than him; that his drawings are “rigid,” “stiff,”
somewhat schematic. However, somewhat paradoxically, it is exactly these
characteristic that made him a better illustrator, more suited to the printed
mediums. In the illustration as “applied graphics,” some traditional pure artis-
tic values—such as stroke, gesture, expression, coloring, and skills of noting
details—are often not important, and indeed they may stand in the way of
communicating an idea. This was precisely the problem of the domestic paint-
ers who worked at Start. A “beauty of the stroke” does not mean much to a
good illustrator. More important is what he has to say and how he presents it.

1li¢ frequently cited American illustrator Brad Holland as a role model and
who encouraged him, but this influence was not noticable in the visual results
oreven in the technique. He shares with his Holland the ability to condensie
an idea, to synthesize and abstract each concept or problem, to conceptually
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and visually strip it to the core. He is able to distill the message to the sim-

plest form, to reduce it to a simple image that clearly carries a complex mes-

sage. Ili¢’s clean, coldly precise drawing, devoid of any superfluous expression, ORPHAN

stripped of all unnecessary details, conveys the idea so effectively. of AMERICA
In the article “The Steamroller of Branding” (Eye no. 53, 2004), designer

Nick Bell divided his colleagues into two major groups—“The agents of neu-

trality” and “The aesthetes of style.” First consider that there is no role for

self-expression in design, while others are consumed by the formal aspects of

design. Both views are apolitical in their own way, ready to serve all types of

clients without a lot of thinking. However, as Bell points out, there is a third

group whose voice is less heard—“the champions of diversity,” those who are AUSCHWITZ JEWISH CENTER
. CENTRUM ZYDOWSKIE W OSWIECIMIU
ready to defend the content from the reduction to the lowest common de- B e 13

nominator implemented by steamrollers of branding and corporate identity.
Often, they are designers who work in the area where success is not measured
only by the number of copies sold. They design exhibitions, magazines, cata-
logs and similar publications, i.e., they are more engaged in creating things
than how to sell something that already exists to as many people as possible.
From his comics on, Ili¢’s work was characterized by the belief that the
idea was most important, but also the understanding that content and form
cannot be separated. In an interview with Glaser, a seemingly contradictory L
view of his, one certainly complex and often elusive to the people from the
world of corporate design, was brought into focus. On the one hand, it is the
position of a “journeyman,” “mercenary,” a man who works for others by order.
When you add often repeated assertions that he had “no style,” “that style
was not important to him,” “that he was not interested in style,” it seems as e
if we are dealing with a typical “advocate of neutrality.” On the other hand, rap h‘::' el
he is very interested in the “formal aspects of design,” shifting boundaries, !:ee'n {(g:
expanding knowledge, discovering as yet unknown or underutilized and for- °
gotten opportunities. In the collision of these apparent contradictions, his
actual position is that of the “advocate of diversity.”
As Heller pointed out, Ili¢’s conceptual precision, sharpness (often ex-

pressed through sarcasm), rough and sometimes sophisticated culturally-in- e o
formed humor fits within the spirit of New York very well. Ili¢ is also original :::::
in his constant striving to overcome set limits or self-imposed limitations, but omeome
without refraining from intelligent reliance on the past, the history of design o .
o & ; 8 o 'P 4 y &1L the auschwitz institute
and the traditions of visual communication. While doing so, he is not only for peace and reconciliation

borrowing and quoting, but he is, above all, taking over the creative process,
upgrading and reinterpreting along the way. His work is not distinguished
by constant stylistic traits such as a favorite typeface or typical color palette,
but primarily, by linking content and form; a way of thinking that leans to
the more complex, requiring a second or even third glance.
He mastered a skill of looking at all things in two ways: one is the awareness
of a wider picture, context, and the other looking only at what is directly in
front of the eyes. Design students at the Department of Visual Communica-
tions at Split Art Academy could see this when he caught them by surprise,
commenting on their work without talking about big concepts as they might AIC FOUNDATION
have expected. He was unerringly focused on the details, about which stu-
dents used to achieve quick results with a computer, did they not think fora  The orphan Society of America, logo, 2004
second: some alignement, unncessary line, some spacing or kerning? Auschwitz Jewish Center, logo, 2001
And when he held a workshop in the Art Directors Club, for younger teens  jewish Film Festival, Zagreb, logo, 2012
from New York City public schools, he talked a little about craft, but tried to  Rraphael Lemkin Center, logo, 2008
encourage them to think about the content and role of visual communication, AIRp logo, 2008
but also that they could build a career in design as well, and that it wasnotan  Aic Foundation, logo, 2008
area exclusively reserved for white boys from rich families. » b: Mirko Ili¢, Leen Sadder
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The Time Hotel, New York,

Adam D. Tihany International Ltd.
1999

logo

card

door signs

key card

laundry bag
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ULRICH R. WALL

The Time Hotel, New York

Adam D. Tihany International Ltd.
1999.

stationery

guest gift package

matchbox

fax paper

COMPANY

DATE + TIME

LL BE HERE UNTIL

PRIVATE IN-ROOM FAX &

PAGES INCLUDING COVER
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Sparkling colorful jewels
and playful monkeys
stealing from one another
are the key themes of the
visual identity for newest
version of the New York
restaurant La Cirque. Ili¢
kept the old logo, which he
said looked like someone
doodled it on the napkin,
but that very roughness

gave it warmth and charm.
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La Cirque, New York,
restaurant visual identity,
2006, Ab: Mirko lli¢

Dp: Mirko Ili¢ Corp.
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TD-Tihany Design,

visual identity

and promotional booklet,

Tihany Design, 2006
AD & D: Mirko lli¢,

Various photographers
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“I met Mirko several years back and was
immediately charmed by his ‘retro socialist’
sense of humor. Getting to know him, |
realized that he is actually a ‘rebel retro
socialist, one with a sharp mind, tongue,
and enormous design talents. It will suffice
to take a look at his incredible illustrations
to glimpse into the complex soul of a genius
artist, social critic, and keen observer of our
times.

In time, we became friends and
collaborators. Mirko does all the graphic
design work for my firm, my friends and
clients. Once you ‘hook up’ with him, it is
hard to let go. He has a quick wit and keen
instinct of who you are and what you need
and has no problems telling you when you
are wrong. His total honesty is sometimes
off-putting but always welcome. Mirko is, in
every regard, an authentic voice and talent
whom | respect beyond measure.”

—ADAM TIHANY
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Each year promotional booklets with

new photographs are printed with a

similar design but a different color for

the cover.
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Summit restaurant,
visual identity
Summit/The Broadmoor,
2006

AD: Mirko Ili¢

D: Clint Shaner, Mirko Ili¢
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Charlie Palmer at the Joule restaurant,
D: Mirko ili¢, Jee-eun Lee

visual identity, 2008

AD: Mirko lli¢
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The Joule Hotel,
visual identity, 2008

AD: Mirko lli¢

D: Mirko Ili¢, Jee-eun Lee
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LA FONDA DEL SOL

La Fonda Del Sol restaurant, visual identity, 2008, Ab: Mirko lli¢, : Mirko ili¢, Jee-eun Lee
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"I would describe Mirko as a walking
encyclopedia of the visual, as someone
who sometimes has a painful 'no bullshit’
approach, as a leftist and activist, as a
person not ashamed to ask when he does
not know, as a huge source of knowledge
free to take from as much as you need, as
my mentor and friend.

Our working relationship has ranged
from occasionally in Belgrade to almost
daily in New York and | often relay to my
friends two stories about Mirko which on
the surface were not related to design.

One was in Belgrade: | witnessed a
discussion on what career to choose,
what to do in life, what decisions to
make... At one point, Mirko just stopped
the conversation: 'Ok, come now and
turn yourself inside out like a sock, and
take a look at what is inside. Maybe you
won't like what you see, but that’s it and
you need to do it. And no lying.’

The other was in New York: An
enormous number of people pass
through his studio on 32nd Street and a
significant number of them are seeking
some kind of help. | am among the latter,
and once | just wanted to thank him for
everything that he has done for me. "You
are welcome’ he said, ‘but | would not
have been able to help you if you did not
help yourself first.’

Design is not just the visual. Design is
solving problems.

—ALEXANDER MACASEV

5K Films Inc.,
film production
visual identity, 2002

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

VISUAL IDENTITY 1999-2008
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- LEVY CREATIVE MANAGEMENT-

YC, NY 10017 = telephol

Levy Creative Management, 2000

The notice was printed in four fluorescent
memo, notice of the office move colors and part with information was die
AD: Mirko lli¢, cutin the shape of the letter L.

D: Heath Hinegardner, Mirko lli¢

Colorful pieces were then inserted in

transparent envelopes.
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FAVeR 7

Evaluation of Pi fascular Endothelial

iated with
Dexorubicin Chemotherapy

FAVeR - Foundation for the Advancement of visual identity, 2001 D: Heath Hinegardner, Kristina Duewell, Mirko Ili¢

Veterinary Research for Companion Animals AD: Mirko lli¢ SIGN: Keith Haring
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Nikon: Get Digital,

promotional material

Nikon Inc., 2005

D: Mirko li¢ Corp.
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Make It Happen,
promotional material,
Nikon Inc., 2005
D: Mirko Ili¢ Corp

Nikon: BIG,
promotional material, Nikon Inc. 2004
CREATIVE DIRECTOR: Michael Mellett

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

“When I think of something new, I think:
there’s something wrong, why hasn’t anyone
else thought of this? Why hasn’t it already
been done? You can wonder for quite a while
before you realize that it’s something that
obviously hasn’t been done before.”

—MIRKO ILIC
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Nikon Digital, Press kit, 2004
AD: Michael Mallett and M.1.

D: Mirko lli¢
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First Born Films,
visual identity,

2012

IR RRRNNNNRNNNNE BE P

FIRST BORN FILMS FIRST BORN FILMS

FIRST BORN FILMS

First Born Films, title animation, 2012, wiTH: Aleksandar Macasev
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Auschwitz Jewish Center
visual identity, 2001

AD: Mirko Ili¢

D: Heath Hinegardner,

Mirko Ili¢

The American Friends of
the Tel Aviv Museum of Art
invitation card and menu,

1999

284

“Design is a different ball game
than editorial illustration.
Recently, when I was working
for the Auschwitz Jewish Center,
Iexercised alot of restraint.
Showing off and getting an
award from the Type Directors
Club was not on my mind. The
type had a very specific purpose,
it was chosen for a certain
group of people, including older
people, who need to be able to
read the type. It needed to be of
a certain size, not like today’s
trend, where the type is barely
legible. This project for example,
has a clear universal function,
and it differs from the editorial
illustrations I do, which are my
personal statements. I’m giving
that freedom to myself.”

—MIRKO ILI¢, “MIRKO ILIC & MILTON GLASER: THE KING

AND THE JESTER,” GRAPHIS ISSUE #350, MARCH/APRIL

2004, INTERVIEW EDITED BY LAETITIA WOLFF




“It is very easy to stand for gay rights if
you are gay; it is very easy to fight for
the rights of blacks if you’re black; it is
very easy to be against discrimination
if you are Jewish. It is very difficult if
you are on the other side to take that
position. Your ‘people’ will hate you
much more than the group you side
with because you are a traitor.”

AN INVITATION .
—MIRKO ILIC, POLIGRAF, B 92, BELGRADE, MARCH 16, 2006
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60th Anniversary of the Liberation
of Auschwitz, invitation card,
Auschwitz Jewish Center Foundation,

2004

The Auschwitz Jewish Center,

leaflet, 2004

AD: Mirko Ili¢

D: Heath Hinegardner, Mirko lli¢
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Jewish Film Festival, Zagreb 6

logos, 2008-2012

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

*9-28, May, 2012 EUROPA CINEMA
www iit-zagrab. he

A M C

6" Zagreb Jewish Film
Festival - Tolerance,
t-shirt, badges and festival
programme leaflet, 2012

AD & D: Mirko Ili¢
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6.FESTIVAL ZIDOVSKOG FILMA ZAGREB
FESTIVAL TOLERANCIJE, KINO EUROPA

20.-26.05.2012.
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6" Zagreb Jewish Film Festival -
Tolerance,
programme booklet, 2012

AD & D: Mirko Ili¢
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Scout’s Honor, a film by Neil Leifer, 1999, Title sequence,

AD: Walter Bernard & Mirko Ili¢, 30 ANIMATION: Lauren DeNapoli,

sTubio: WBMG, Inc./ Mirko lli¢ Corp
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“Iam interested in
animated film, of course.
I’m interested in other
things as well, but Iam
already old and tired.
Animation is a time-
consuming job. I would
have to spend five years
of my life before I could
see the final result. And in
these years, I would have to
be something I do not like,
the manager.”

—MIRKO ILI¢, "ENVY PECULIARLY MEASURES

YOUR SUCCESS”, DELO, SATURDAY SUPPLEMENT,

LJUBLJANA, JUNE 3, 2000

MOTION GRAPHICS
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“Milton previously worked
on two films for Nora
Ephron, so she came in
for advice about a new
one, and since it was
about computers, he said

‘why don’t we do it with
Mirko?’”

—MIRKO ILIC

290

YOU'VE GOT MAIL




“|.D. magazine has described
the film animation for the
film You've Got Mail, which
lli¢ did in collaboration with
Milton Glaser and Walter
Bernard, as one of the most
creative achievements
in the evolution of film
opening sequences in recent
history.”

ANICA TUCAKOV, MIRKO ¢ — INTERVIEW,

STRIP VESTI # 52

You've Got Mail,

a film by Nora Ephron
Warner Bros, 1998
title sequence

AD: Milton Glaser,

Walter Bernard & Mirko Ili¢

3D ANIMATION: Lauren DeNapoli
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Mirko and | have known each other for
almost thirty years, ever since the ancient
days of Polet. A few years older than me,
Mirko was my mentor, role model, and
friend through all these years. His early
work wrote a new chapter in newspaper
illustration in the late seventies and early
eighties. Clever ideas with an impressive
style are the hallmarks of his work, and
from illustrations to design to movie

SN

1 \

credits, all have brought him international

fame. Of course, | was thrilled when he
agreed to design the opening sequence
for the Zen Stories with his New York
studio, and | gave him absolute creative
freedom. He looked at the rough version
of the film and on the spot, with an
imagination trained by extreme deadlines,
he came up with basic outlines of the
concept which contained the very idea

of the film. Mirko thought, and | gladly

agreed, that Zen, as a philosophy of deep
concentration and contemplating the
universe through the peace of an emptied
mind, is best symbolized by an empty
white screen. A dot appears, growing
into a round hole incorporating the
first frames of the film, symbolizing the
creation of the universe. As in all Mirko’s
work, a richness on numerous levels
SN THT VLT appears here as well. Graphic signs enter
} R the screen, reminiscent of the Japanese

letter forms, and once they meet in the

middle of the composition they begin to
create Latin letters and print the name of

the formation of letters, the circle in the
middle widens so that finally the film
material covers the entire surface of the

film format. The opening sequence was

very successful and it makes me very
e WL 1l | proud that my film was the inspiration

ALDENNCREWSS ; for this outstanding work in the field of
AYMNE RMAMN .
HmeN S;I-.-ss . film design. | am grateful for the effort,

v SR ISMSTT time, and talent that Mirko and his studio
ALBSRT IULIANE . . . .
o\ RENNIS KRISSR invested in the creation of the title

: BBy * sequence for the Zen Stories.
__ NORBERT KIBMSE = ————ST e
[ L [ R ) — MILAN TRENC

b the movie and the names of its authors
starring . . .
< and assistants. For this opening sequence,

Mirko and his studio created special

= VICTORI RANRRSTI letters that mimic the angular structure
I=ZEICA ALONEO .

HAROLD ALSTIN of Japanese characters. Together with
—_— - S - e

i m o
"o | I 1
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A
NEIL LEIFER
FILM

000080060
0000000

Smallroom Dancing, a film by Neil Leifer, 2002, Ap: Walter Bernard, Mirko lli¢, ANIMATION: Heath Hinegardner, Mirko lli¢, sTubio: WBMG Inc. / Mirko lli¢ Corp

OPPOSITE PAGE
Zen Stories, a film by Milan Trenc
edia, 2000
ko lli¢
ANIMATION: Heath Hinegardner, Mirko lli¢
TY APHY: Mirko Ili¢

irko Ili¢ Corp
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STEAMED =
DUNPLINGS

Produced and Directed by
-~ Andrea Kalin

ST‘E."‘\. l\""i E[} . Produced and‘BIrectﬂ! by

“ Andrea Kalin

DUMPLINGS

Steamed Dumplings, a film by Neil Leifer, 2003

AD: Walter Bernard, Mirko lli¢, ANIMATION: Lauren DeNapoli Produced and Difected by

sTubio: WBMG, Inc./ Mirko lli¢ Corp. - Andres u..gn.




The Three Doctors

Dr. Sampson Davis
Dr. George Jenkins

Dr. Rameck Hunt

Merrotad by Kenneth Malique Bazemare

Consulling Producers

Denise Couture
Raki Jones

Titles and Graphics design
Mirko llic

Mark Smith
Principal Videographer

Produced and Directed by
Andrea Kalin
Executive Producer,

Bill Duke

Paula Heredia

INDEX  FILMS FRESENTS

The Pact, directed & produced by Andrea Kalin,
Spark Media, 2006
AD: Mirko Ili¢, aNIMATION: Clint Shaner, Mirko Ili¢
sTubIO: Mirko Ili¢ Corp
Documentary film about the life stories and friendship
ck boys from the hood, who have agreed

to finish medical univer and help other people

s
PAUL HSU

DIRECTED | BY
ALEXANDER TANA
anD
KENNETH GRONMINGSATER

ez, directed by Alexander Tana &

Kenneth Gronningsater

AD: Mirko Ili¢
3D: Lauren DeNapoli
2D ANIMATION: Goran Krsti¢

sTublo: Mirko lli¢ Corp
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Shabba Ranks: A Mi Shaba,

promo floppy disk, Epic/Sony, 1994
AD & D: Nicky Lindeman, EDITING: Timothy
Manteau, pHOTO: Warren Mantooth, 30 for 30, 2010,

CONSULTING: Oko & Mano Inc CLIENT: ESPN, AD: Mirko Ili¢ and Walter Bernard
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ESPN Films, 2011,

client: ESPN, aD: Mirko Ili¢ and Walter Bernard
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Country Roads Take Me Home

CROATIA IS AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT PLACE TODAY than when Ili¢ worked
there early in his career. But speaking about his position now one cannot
ignore all of the “national questions” surrounding him which were so prob-
lematic during Tudman’s Croatia—the fact that he was born to the “wrong”
ethnicity, in another Republic no less. And the fact that he was part of a fam-
ily of a military professional. Then there’s his indifference toward the repre-
sentative role of the national culture, and the fact that his first wife, writer
Slavenka Drakuli¢—was part of an infamous media scandal and denounced
as one of the “witches from Rio”®! by her former colleagues and collabora-
tors from publications such as Pitanja, Polet, Start, and Danas. Ili¢ was even
directly attacked “as one of her husbands who escaped to America.” To which
he responded: “They forgot to write that I escaped to Americain1986.”

The “witches were not the ones who changed themselves for political rea-
sons, they remained essentially the same, they did bend with the wind. They
did not follow the system and because of that they ran into a head-on collision
with the system. I have said this repeatedly: Slavenka does not need Croatia,
she proved herself. Her books are sold all over the world.”

The same can be said about Mirko. He does not need Croatia, he has proven
himselfall over the world as well. After the exhibition of his work, held at the
Art Pavilion in 1992, as part of the Zagreb Animated Film Festival where he
was a member of the jury, Ili¢ did not return to former Yugoslavia again for a
long time. Occasionally, a random interview with him would appear, but the
fact that allready arranged deal about his monograph was suddely ditched by
the publisher was a clear sign that Ili¢ had fallen out of favor with the pow-
ers that be.

His American illustrations were being carried by Novi Danas and Forum; one
was even put on the covers of the strange publication Croatian Political Jokes! It
was not the only example of older work by Ili¢ being used for new books. Ac-
claimed writer Theodore Roszak even came to his publishers with a page cut
out of a magazine with one of Ili¢’s illustrations that he had been holding on
to for many years and requested that it be used on the cover of his new book.

The former editor at the Jugoton record company, Veljko Despot, asked him
to design a visual identity for his new private company, Koncept VD Ltd. (For
which, he created a logo where all the letters were made out of two identical ele-
ments which could be read both in English and Serbo-Croatian, as Koncept and
Concept), and a CD cover for the album Noc by BuldoZer.

In1999 designer Ivan Doroghy, marketing manager Robert Jakovljevi¢, and
design critic Feda Vukic launched IDC (International Design Center), a short-
term initiative to promote the importance of design. For the promotion of
the center, the three authors were commisioned, each poster featuring single
concept from the title. Ili¢ made a poster titled International.

By the end of the same year, as a part of the comic book festival “Crtani
romani Sou,” an exhibition was organized to mark the twentieth anniver-
sary of Novi kvadrat. “I came to the opening in a quasi military jacket, a look

inspired by the Beatles’s song “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club

011 Forspecificsof the  Band” which begins with the lyrics It was twenty years ago today ...
case see: hitp://www.wo- ] am very nostalgic when it comes to Kvadrat. The situation with
men-war-memory.org/en/  COMIcS is very bad in Zagreb. If you have no money for anything,

viestice_iz_ria/  you definitely don’t have it for comics. Everyone who’s worth

Cover and promo gobelin needlepoint for

the book Ear, Throat, Knife by Vedrana
Rudan, AGM, 2002, o: Melina Mikuli¢

LEFT:

Hug, 2002,

from the Sex and Lies series

COUNTRY ROADS TAKE ME HOME 299



(12 #EQUMRRODIE [7E0FRK CATELR STRIP CATET
‘Mn iNTEPNWTrUNHL EXHIWI‘IUN or '}’Wiﬂhb UO‘WU}

14t International Exhibition of Drawings,

Moderna Galerija, Rijeka, 1999
AD & D: Mirko Ili¢
ILLUSTRATION: Davor Vranki¢

D: Vesna Rozman
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anything is working abroad. So because of this I wanted to support the new
generation who invited me as a joke because they thought I wouldn’t come.
But when I said yes, then Kordej said yes, and everyone else appeared. As I
predicted, it was reported all over television and in every newspaper.”

Then, on November 27, an innocent victim of the organized crime conflict,
a man named Zoran Domini, was passing by the windows of the cultural in-
formation center and was killed by a grenade from a rocket launcher.

“We opened the exhibition on Friday night. The exhibition was set up on
both sides of the building. Kvadrat was on one side, and on the other were
some new kids. The other side was the one that was hit. The local mafia tried
to kill, with a rocket launcher, a person they claimed was the leader of a rival
clan. And, because they had not trained in the army, they did not know thata
rocket launcher should be fired from a distance, so it ricocheted and flew into
the window on Saturday at six in the morning killing an innocent passerby. A
reporter said to me: You must be accustomed to these things because you are com-
ing from America? I have never heard of anyone in America firing a bazooka
in a crowded downtown area. Anything can happen, but bazooka shooting?
That’s something you only see in bad movies. This question contained a des-
perate need for rationalization: If I said that these things were happening in
America every day, she could have said—we are becoming America. Several
more bazookas and that’s it, dollars are coming too! If politics had any dig-
nity at all, that place would be named after Zoran Domini, the man who was
killed there. He was an innocent victim of government’s stupidity, because
someone did not do his job properly before the explosion.”

At the instigation of Karl Rosandi¢ in 1999, Ili¢ was asked to redesign the
newspaper Vecernjilist (Evening Gazette), which had been bought by the Aus-
trian Styria Corporation. In the summer of 2001, the contract was signed and
work on the redesign began. Management and the editorial board accepted
the proposal for the new design of the newspaper and the accompanying mar-
keting campaign, but after the initial enthusiasm, the design solution soon
became a stumbling block. In July 2002, the implementation of the redesign
was postponed indefinitely until the arrival of a new office computer system.
When Vecernji list finally appeared with the new design, it was completely
different than what Ili¢ had proposed.

But his frequent visits to Zagreb prompted several smaller projects. He de-
signed the cover for Rujana Jeger’s book, Darkroom, he also had an exhibition
with his work Sex and lies, at the Josip Raci¢ Gallery in Zagreb, which led to
one of the pictures from the series in the exhibition being used for the cover
of the very popular book Ear, Throat, Knife, by Vedrana Rudan.

While Vecernji list went through the redesign process, with secure finan-
cial support from a new ownetr, Slobodna Dalmacija had behind it ten years
of financial collapse and uncertainty about what privatization would be like
and when the government would decide on it. To decide to do a redesign in
such a situation might seem brave, but in the long term it proved to be a wise
decision by the editor, DraZzen Gudi¢, and the paper’s management.

More than just a mere change in appearance, a redesign represents an op-
portunity for a newspaper to rethink its position. That’s why someone from
the outside is usually hired for the job as they are unburdened with restric-
tions or office politics such as “we cannot do that” or “we do things differ-
ently.” Ili¢’s concept for the new design of the Slobodna Dalmacija represented
exactly that out-of-the-box thinking Americans are so fond of.

Of course, as with all change, some people did not like the new look and
felt the new Slobodna Dalmacija did not look like a national newspaper. In the
environment of domestic “entertainment journalism,” Slobodna Dalmacija



had some comparative advantages, of which it was often not aware. They kept
room for long articles, and were the only paper that on the last page brought
the latest news, instead of a patchwork of sensational news collected from
agency services. Exactly because of the limitations of regional character, and
its remoteness from the political center, it had the opportunity to become a
critical medium, a different voice.

Unlike at Vecernjilist, where the whole editorial system had changed (color
printing was implemented and the structure of the paper was redefined), the
changes at Slobodna were done within the existing—albeit very limited—
technological parameters, without any significant editorial interference in
the structure of the paper.

The use of dark blue ink was a simple move and it made the paper to stand
out at the newsstands. Aside from a patriotic red, white, and blue regional
association, the decision was also grounded in the tradition of the paper,
harkening back to when it was printed in indigo blue in the early fifties and
the satirical section Pomet, by Miljenko Smoje, was printed in a light blue. It
is interesting to note that in the mid-seventies, back when Ili¢ did his early
works for the Omladinski tjednik, art director Mladen Gali¢ used to regularly
experiment with colors. The paper was often printed, for example, with no
black, instead he used combinations of blue and red, green and red, dark gray
and green, brown and orange, purple and yellow. Nikola Kostandinovi¢ did a
similar thing with Vidici.

Although the paper’s masthead looked the same at first glance, it had
been updated typographically. As a little spite to Vecernji list, the logo was
moved from the top left into the margin. Except the fact that this wasnota
typical newspaper design, it allowed for the maximum use of space and the
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Luka Mjeda: C/B Zagreb
(Black and White Zagreb),
S.L.M.d.o.0, Zagreb, 2002

Along with the hardcover edition a mini
version of the book was published. Dust
jacket of the hardcover edition could be

used as a poster.

DAVOR VRANKIC

Davor Vranki¢: Let Me Make You Real
catalogue, Galerija likovnih umjetnosti,
Osijek, 2010,

AD & D: Mirko Ili¢

D: Mirko Ili¢ and Jee-eun Lee

COUNTRY ROADS TAKE ME HOME 301



: ®
2@ 6000600 i
g ®
IO TEGRA

abBYabexx3sujrknromuwongethypxuane 1234567890
AGBVIAREX3NIKIIILOOHOTICCTRY X L4100

302



W

pin - BICE M B TERSEE N

Antiwall, F14, Publikum, Belgrade, 2000 “Each letter was written by hand, not a single letter was typed. I joked that

13 pg. calendar, 48 pg. book since we were starting from the beginning we should write by hand like at
DIMENSIONS: 31 31 cm book, 60x 60 cm calendar the beginning of Serbian culture. The other thing we did is transform Cyrillic
PHOTOS: Wim Wenders, Natasha Merritt, Bjork, Vik Muniz, letters in numbers wherever possible, to give the Serbs that feeling for money,
Oliviero Toscani, Barbara Kruger, David Byrne, Marina mathematics, and time. And for the English letters we transformed as much
Abramovi¢, Tadanori Yoko, Christo & Jeanne Claude, AES Cyrillic letters as possible to give Westerners a little taste of Eastern Europe.”
Group, Dragan Zivadinov —MIRKO ILI¢,"AN ANTIWALL ORIGINATING FROM GALLERY WALLS,” VIKEND, BELGRADE, JANUARY 27, 2001

HANDWRITTEN LETTERING: Ringo Takahashi, Ryta Nakazawa,
Asa Hasimoto, Jelena Comba Dordevi¢

n6ccéddefghijklmnnjoprsituvzz 1234567890
OBCCCDDEFGHIJKLITINOPRSSTUVZYZ
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front page was opened up. The heading moved to the last page, and became
an alternative cover. Red and blue stripes on the spine of the paper created a
clearly recognizable visual code, and on special occasions a photograph would
be placed over the spine.

The basic idea was to refine the graphics, typography, and overall structure
of the page. To emphasize the hierarchy of topics. The simplification of the page
layout also accelerated its production and—at least in theory—Ileft more time
for fine tuning and finessing the design. The extremely poor print quality was
offset by the bold graphic “boxing poster” layout—big headlines, thick rules.
The HTF Champion font used for titles was reminiscent of the aesthetics of old
wooden letters, although it was completely modern. The body type, HTF Mer-
cury News, tailored for poor quality newspaper printing, was used for the first
time because Jonathan Hoefler and Tobias Frere-Jones of the New York type
foundry Hoefler & Frere-Jones, gave it to Mirko for review before it was offi-
cially released for distribution.

Asli¢ pointed out, in both redesigns his biggest problem and the conflict—
which was described by the critics within the news desk as the designer’s in-
terference with editorial strengths—was exactly the passivity of the newspa-
per editors, as if redesign meant just a transfer of the same old content into
a slightly different form and printed in some new fonts.

Despite everything, the redesign was mostly maintained until the arrival
ofthe new owner and editor, when in only a few days almost all the rules were
broken. Soon after that, the paper was again entirely redesigned.

Some more conflicts and controversies on the Croatian design scene con-
tinued after the exhibition Europa 2020, while more active contacts with
younger representatives of the scene resulted in the organization of lectures
by Nigel Holmes, Rick Poynor, and Lazar DZamic, participation of Laetitia
Wolff in the jury of ZGRAF 9 and bringing the Art Directors Club and the
Type Directors Club exhibitions, which would have beeen far more difficult
without his intervention. Ili¢ gave a number of interviews and his work was
featured in journals, but equaly important for his continued presence was his
role as a promoter and supportter of young designers.

An obvious symptom of Ili¢’s tenuous position in Croatian culture was
that he was often denied the status of a designer, where, in a typically reduc-
tionist understanding of the profession, the job of an illustrator was treated
with characteristic disdain forgetting that it was his work in political illustra-
tion that significantly influenced the role of illustrations in newspapers and
magazines, representing its brightest period prior to the onslaught of photos
and digital technology.

The attitude toward Ili¢ in post-Yugoslav countries, especially in Croatia and
Serbia, is also symptomatic of the difference between Croatian and Serbian
nationalism. While the Croatian approach is an exclusivist one, concerned
about the purity of the nation, and in pursuit of reaching an imaginary purity
of Croatian culture, with purging, cleansing, and exclusion of words, language,
people or historical events, the Serbian approach is imperialistic and therefore
necessarily partly inclusive. Thus, in Zagreb, Mirko was not accepted at the
exhibition of Croatian design and he cannot get a certificate of citizenship
and passport through a normal procedure, while in Belgrade he was offered
membership to the Art Directors Club and received honors and awards. Ili¢
was eventually offered a Serbian passport and citizenship but he refused it. Re-
ferring to this, he often gives different variations of the following statement: “I
am an American, and for the last twenty years I had only one passport, Ameri-
can.” Interestingly, the same statement subtly changes its meaning when spo-
ken in Zagreb or Belgrade. In Zagreb, it has an ironic tone—you do not give me

NA TISUCE ==
IZBJEGLICA BEZ
KROVA | HRANE

DOTOK KAPITALA
MANJI NEGO LANI

Test prints for testing masthead for the
paper and weekly supplements with
different possibilities of positioning the ads
and treatments of the headline.

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

D: Dejan Dragosavac Ruta, Dejan Krsi¢

INFO-GRAPHICS: Nigel Holmes
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Redesign of

Slobodna Dalmacija,

July 2003

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

D: Dejan Dragosavac Ruta,
Dejan Krsi¢, Mirko Ili¢
graphic redaction of SD,
graphic editor

Slobodan Brkljaca

Posters for the
promotional campaign,
AGENCY:

McCann-Erickson Croatia
AD & D: Mirko lli¢

cw: Drazen Gudi¢, Mirko Ili¢
D: Dejan Dragosavac Ruta,
Dejan Krsi¢

PHOTO: Dag Orsi¢
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Gavrilovi¢, billboard, 2005 FAR LEFT

£ i | ’ ~ Karl Jaspers:
j [oa] % The Question

vﬁ of German Guilt,
N o G AGM, 2006

AGENCY: McCann Erickson
Croatia
In this pop-art
interpretation of the
Gavrilovi¢ trademark, raster
points are replaced with
actual size scans of the
famous Gavrilovi¢ salami L Lahg\ LEFT:
YES.ZGB - Autumn in

DR Zagreb,

visual identity, logo,
programme booklet cover,

20.09-00.11.2008 2008,

AD & D: Mirko lli¢
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“The design scene in Croatia became very serious. But, serious is not
always the best approach to design, it can mean being too far on the
safe side. When you’re a pro, and you aim for a certain level you do
not want to go below, it often means that there is no going beyond
that either. No serendipity, no fooling around. To be a pro means to
lose that something that made you get into design in the first place—
the game. So you become another cog in the production process.
The high level of professionalism in design often means the loss
of individuality. You have five or six top designers, but you are not
sure what is whose work because you cannot identify an individual
way of thinking. Ljubici¢ is recognized by little red squares that he
promotes as a recognizable Croatian identity, but one needs some
time to figure out who is who in the new generation. And that’s the
problem, alternatives are missing.”

—MIRKO ILI¢,"CROATIAN DESIGN IS BETTER THAN AMERICAN,” NEDELJNA DALMACIJA, SPLIT, APRIL 12, 2002
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A.N.Ostrovsky: Wolfs and sheeps
Kerempuh Theatre, poster, 2008
AD & D: Mirko lli¢

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

In Therapy

Atelje 212, poster, 2009

AD & D: Mirko lli¢

TYPOGRAPHY: Sandra HadZismajlovi¢

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢ Corp.
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All that Drawing -
international drawings
exhibition,

poster,

MMSU, Rijeka, 2008,
AD: Mirko Ili¢,

ILU: Mirko Ili¢

RIGHT:

poster, 2007
AD: Mirko Ili¢,
D: Mirko lli¢,

Aleksandar Macasev
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EMORIJAL
NADEZDE
Transformisanje seanja. Politile slike 22. Septembar - 4. Novernbar 2007. PETROVIC
Transforming Memory. The Politics of Images September 22 - November 4 2007
24. MEMORIJAL NADEZDE PETROVIC, CACAK
24. NADEZDA PETROVIC MEMORIAL, CACAK

Fikret Atay. Yael Bartana, Michael Blum, Mariana Castillo Deball, Mounir Fatmi, Ghazel, Irena Keledevil,
Irena Lagator, Moataz Nasr, Sean Snyder, Grupa Spomenik / Monument Group, Milica Topalovic,
Florin Tudor & Mona Vatamanu, Urtica, Luca Vitone
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Kvart, logo, 2008
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Kvart no. 13, magazine
cover, September 2009

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢

HERE & THERE

Here and there,

film logo, 2007, AD: Mirko Ili¢

D: Mirko Ili¢, Trevor Gilley
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Reflektor, logo, 2011

AD: Mirko Ili¢, b: Jee-eun Lee

a passport, you do not want to accept me again as part of your culture, but I do
not need it anyway, I have an American passport that you would want to have.
In Belgrade, it means “you earnestly wish to appropriate me on the basis of that
same element that prevents my admission to Croatian citizenship, a random
fact of my parents’ ethnic origin, but I am not yours. I am an American now.”

In Belgrade in 2005, at the initiative of Anica Tucakov, a retrospective exhibi-
tion was held at the Museum of Yugoslavia, followed by a few smaller projects,
including an exhibition of sketches, drawings, and computer generated illus-
trations called Stapom po pesku (With a stick in the sand), and an exhibition of
album covers called Greatest Hits in 2008. These projects were well-promoted
and caused a lot of media attention and Ili¢ renewed some old—and made new—
contacts which would bring him to Belgrade frequently in the coming years,
among which were Mia David, Maja Lali¢ ,and Borut Vild. The design of graphic
materials for the retrospective exhibition was made by the young designer Alek-
sandar Macasev, who met Mirko for the first time on that occasion. This was the
beginning of their collaboration, which ultimately resulted in the Aleksandar
moving to New York, where he works on his own design and art projects and
occasionally partners with Ili¢.

Asadirectresult of these visits to Belgrade, he was officially commissioned
for several projects, such as the logo for the Ministry of Culture, the logo for
the Museum of History of Yugoslavia, and a visual identity of the Memorial
of NadeZda Petrovi¢. In 2012, he designed the visual identity for the 522 Oc-
tober Salon, and the new visual identity for LDP, the Liberal Democratic Party
headed by Cedomir Jovanovic.

But so far, the most media noise was caused by the fact that he was engaged
as a creative consultant for the redesign of Politika, the oldest daily newspaper
in Serbia. The work on the redesign was launched in September 2006, and the
first redesigned issue of Politika appeared on Politika’s 103" birthday, on Janu-
ary 25,2007. Art Director Borut Vild, and designers Olivera Bataji¢ and Vedran
Erakovic tried to uphold the tradition of a serious daily newspaper (broadsheet,
instead of the current global trend to be tabloid size), but at the same time to
give it modern look and typographic treatment. The famous type designer
Jovica Veljovi¢ was commissioned to create two new fonts, Politika sans and
Politika serif. Like all redesign projects, this one has caused much controversy
and various reactions. A part of the audience complained as expected, while
the other welcomed the new revised and brighter look. Apart from several
comments in newspapers and on the website Tipometar, fellow designers, did
not publicly respond, but insulting comments directed toward Ili¢ were often
posted in various blogs, as if he was the principal author and the only one to
blame for all changes.

Talking about this, he said: “I did not redesign Politika, I was a consultant.
Borut Vild redesigned it, a Slovenian who lives in Belgrade and is currently the
creative director of all Politika’s editions. Why did they call me? For all kinds
of reasons; respect, experience, I can often achieve a little more than a local
designer. In American football, there is a player who runs in front of the per-
son carrying the ball, a blocker who clears the way so the ball carrier gets to
score a touchdown. I'm very good at blocking. In any conflict with editors, I
am always on equal ground, while local designers aren’t. Local designers must
often fight with editors, and so they can call on me. I can clean up the area
very well. The design of Politika is changed, cleaned up, so the newspaper is
easier to read. Today, Politika looks very modern and clean. They made a posi-
tive change. Part of the media attacked me because they were afraid, and at
one point they even argued whether a foreigner could and should redesign
the oldest Serbian newspaper. They opposed the redesign because they did



not want any change. Fear of change is very important. No one likes to have
somebody walk into their apartment in the middle of the night and move the
furniture around, they are afraid that when they go to the bathroom at night
they will trip and fall over the table. However, once they fall over that table
then they know the table is there and everything becomes OK again. The
problem is the first two or three nights. On the other hand, the announce-
ment of design changes also suggests changes in content. These may be slow,
but still they happen, and that brought some opposition, too.”

In an interview for the Novosti—Independent Serbian Weekly Magazine,
published in Zagreb, he said: “If you look at first ten questions in this inter-
view, all of them really are political. And people ask me why I am involved in
politics. When one is coming from such an environment where politics are
obviously more important than the economy, because you wouldn’t normally
be asked who you are but how much money can I make with you, then that
remains etched somewhere in you. If someone in Croatia or Serbia wants to
offend me, they call me a faggot. If needed, I am a Croatian or Serbian faggot.
All that tells you is that, unfortunately, you have to be politically involved.”

In addition to interviews, he was also busy working. He created, pro bono,
the visual identity for the Jewish Film Festival in Zagreb and for the Zoran
Dindi¢ Foundation. With TV station B92, he was one of the initiators and
major media figures who supported and promoted the initiative to save and
create a landmark out of the area known as Staro Sajmiste (Old fairgrounds),
which during World War IT was used as a concentration camp. In cooperation
with Milton Glaser, he designed the logo for the project.

Tli¢ has also aided the work of local designers and artists in various ways,
and in doing so has overseen the development of the scene. He designed the
logo for the band Darkwood dub; the poster illustration for the movie SOS by
Slobodan Sijan, logos for the movie Here and There, the poster for the play In
Therapy, the logo for the magazine Kvart, and the cover for the 13 issue of
Kvart, the magazine for architecture, design, art, and lifestyle (which, sadly,
was discontinued after the 18P issue). However, one of the offshoots of Kvart
is the conference Designer, Author, or Universal Soldier, which was started in
2010. With his enthusiasm, connections, and penchant for connecting people,
1li¢ has not only has brought Steven Heller, designers Paul Buckley and Ingsu
Liu, exhibitions of illustrations by Milton Glaser, 75 years of Penguin, and The
Design of Dissent to this small, non-profit initiative.

On initiation of the project, Borut Vild says: “As always, Mirko called me
late at night, ‘Hey, I have an excellent exhibition of Milton Glaser in Ljubljana.
A great documentary about him goes with it, and I could say something as
well. What do you think, could we find a space for it in Belgrade?’ Of course,
I immediately accepted. With Mia David, editor in chief of Kvart, Maja Lali¢
from Mixer, and designer Isidora Nikoli¢, we began to think about a neat spot.
Short on time, of course. Maja proposed, and then provided the emptied space
of a socialist mega-store Beograd in the downtown pedestrian zone. Mia pro-
posed that we expand the list of lecturers. Isidora said ‘Aaaaa, we must have
workshops for students.” And we added workshops. We realized that we had
something good, and that it would be nice to share this with colleagues and
design students from the region. So in two months, Vojnik (Soldier) was cre-
ated. And it remained. Now, Mia and Isidora won’t let me change its name.”

Through this conference, Ili¢ has achieved one of his permanent goals: to
help young and talented authors. As he says, “A lot of different people helped
me, so why not give back. I cannot give them back directly, but I can give it
back through someone else.” And he always adds, “If someone is not good at
what he does, whatever I do I cannot help that person.” »
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52.0KTOBARSKI SALON

52 October Salon Annual Exhibition,
visual identity, billboards, catalogue,
Kulturni centar Beograd, 2011

AD: Mirko lli¢

PHOTO: Mirko Ili¢

D: Mirko lli¢ and Sandra Milanovi¢

PHOTO OF BILLBOARDS: Senja Vild

les of Western Impressions: the game is bas¢
ents, which make it a microcosm which functi
b are six players, each representing an Indi

icans (soldiers, cowboys, etc.). Each player i
les and partly a free agent, making their d
stances (e.g. in some cases a player will
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As a reference to the main subject of the
exhibition, obedience to authority, conformism,
social responsibility, as well as disobedience and
non-conformism, thruout whole catalogue all

interpunction signs are set in red.
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Liberal Democratic Party,
visual identity, 2011
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“I would not accept a job to rebrand
Serbia, to change the image of Serbia
in the world, because it must be done
by people in Serbia. I could be an
advisor to see what they do and how
they do it. However, as I repeat over
and over again, to redesign means
to tailor a new dress, but if the lady
does not take a shower, the dress
will start stinking in three days. The
redesign of Serbia should be a change
of political structure. Free political
structures will bring so much change
to Serbia, which cannot be achieved
with any design. Not voting for idiots
is more important for the image
of Serbia than any color or form...
The citizens of Serbia have to make
their own smart choices in terms
of selecting their government. To
decide who and what they are, to
project that image to the outside
world and the design and promotion
will happen. The best designed
country in the world, at one point,
was most probably Nazi Germany.
Total design. Real branding. But it
did not help much in the projection
towards the world. On the contrary!
It is not a matter of the design, but
of what (and whom) that design

L - represents.”
‘ | -I —MIRKO ILI¢

|
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LEFT: PP. 316—-317: International,
LDP billboards on Belgrade poster for International

streets, PHOTO: Senja Vild Design Center, Zagreb, 1999
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The first Croatian edition of this book was published as:

Mirko lli¢: Strip / llustracija / Dizajn / Multimedija 1975-2008

Agm & Profil International, Zagreb 2008. That version would not have been
possible without the publisher Janislav Saban, support from editor Kruno
Lokotar, and the cover design, layout, scanning and prepress work of Mario
Anici¢ and Jele Dominis.

This edition was made possible thanks to the enthusiasm of the Mikser team,
Maja Lali¢, Mia David, translator Jasmina lli¢, and designer Andrej Dolinka.
For additional translations we are grateful to Jele Dominis and Graham
McMaster, and for use of the typefaces (Brioni, Typonine Sans), thank you to
Nikola Djurek of Typonine foundry.

The author and publisher are also very thankful for the contributions from:
Olivera Bataji¢ Sretenovi¢, Inoslav Besker, Mario BosSnjak, Art Chantry,
Nicholas Currie Momus, Veljko Despot, Slavenka Drakuli¢, Lazar Dzamic,
Milton Glaser, Darko Glavan, Graphis magazine, Nigel Holmes, Rujana
Jeger, Zrinka Jurci¢ Tatomir, Pero Kvesic, Julie Lasky, Tomaz Lavric, Borislav
Ljubici¢, Aleksandar Macasev, Robert Massin, Branko Matan, Rick Poynor,
Karlo Rosandi¢, Ines Sabali¢, Stefan Sagmeister, Zeljko Serdarevi¢, Slavimir
Stojanovié¢, Nedjeljko Spoljar, Adam Tihany, Milan Trenc, Borut Vild, and
Laetitia Wolff

The fact that the U.S. edition of this book makes any sense at all to an
international audience is the result of the hard work and understanding of
its editors Aaron Kenedi and Buzz Poole, and the keen eye of copyeditor
Georgia Cool.

Special thanks to Steven Heller for his selfless help. And above all, thanks

to Mirko Ili¢ for his inspiration and support, and to everybody at Mirko Ili¢
Corp. who worked on the many projects presented in this book and provided
material for it: Lauren Denapoli, Heath Hinegardner, Jee-Eun Lee, Marija
Miljkovi¢, Clint Shaner, Ringo Takahashi, So Takahashi, and many others.

Special thanks also to the photographers: Drazen Kaleni¢, Vladimir
Miladinovi¢, Luka Mjeda, Goran Paveli¢ Pipo, Milisav Vesovi¢, Velizar
Vesovi¢, Srdan Vukovié, Andrija Zelmanovi¢; as well as the numerous
journalists, editors, newspapers and magazines who published interviews and
articles about Ili¢.

For archive material we would like to thank:

Janja Bjelopavlovi¢ | Teatar &TD

Charlotte Frank | Grafi¢ka zbirka NSK, as well as the staff of the technical
department of the National and University Library, Zagreb:

Tanja Simi¢ | Croatian Radio-Television

Marija Simun and Sinisa Skarica | Croatia Records

Koraljka Vlajo | Arts and Crafts Museum, Zagreb

These days, Mirko Ili¢'s design and art work can be found in numerous
museums and collections around the world, the largest collection of which
lives in the Museum Of Modern and Contemporary Art in Rijeka, Croatia.
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The Flight of the
Spermatozoon,
Playboy, 2007

AD: Rob Wilson

ILLUSTRATION: Mirko Ili¢
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